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THE TOR HILL. 



CHAPTER I. 

Alw ! poor fond and rimj^e dam« I 
When wedded love hss lo«t its flame, 

There 'a no revival. 
Your hoiband d^ for guiltjr firw. 
Therefore it is that he admireB 

And loves your rivaL 

Leavihg Dudley in the sanctuary of West- 
minster, where he safely arrived, and in which 
asylum he was for the present secured &om 
fortune's malice, and the wiles of his tremen- 
dous persecutor, we must request our readers to 
accompany us back to The Tor Hill, in the hope 
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2 TU£ TOR RILL. 

that they are not altogether uninterested in the 
fate of some of its inmates. For the unfortu- 
nate Cecil Hungerford we would bespeak their 
liveliest compassion ; aod to him, therefore, we 
shall, in the tirst instance, revert. Notwith- 
standing the alarming conversation which Sir 
Lionel had maintained with Captain Basset and 
the doctor, respecting the disposal of their pri- 
soner, — notwithstanding his refusal to afford any 
explanation or satisfaction to Lady Fitzmaurice, 
when we left her fainting on the floor, overcome 
by tlie passionate energy of her appeal, and 
her terror of the violence to which die believed 
the youth to be doomed, it was no part of Sir 
Lionel's plan to proceed to apy desperate ex- 
tremities against him. As a matter of mere 
policy, he would no more commit an uiineces- 
sary crime, than boggle at one which he con- 
ceived conducive to his interests. . His conver- 
gation, therefore, with the doctor and the cap- 
tain, had been one of those studies of hiunan- 
nature, as he termed them, in which, by mali- 
ciouily playing upon the ibUiIes and vices of hb 
creatures, ,he not only learnt how far, he, might 
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re]y upon their sendees, but, by drawing out 
their villainy, brought them more completely 
into his own 'power, without compromiung him- 
self; while Ms conduct towards Lady Fitz- 
maunce was only consonant to the habitual 
contempt with which he treated her ; although, 
by turning against herself her oath never to 
betray her husband, he delighted to exhibit 
that crafty finesse and Jesuitism which were in- 
woven with his more audacious quaUties. 

Through the instrumentality of the spies, by 
whom Dudley had been beleaguered from the 
moment of his arrival at The Tor House, his 
stolen interviews with his cousin had been dis- 
covered and reported to Sir Liimel, who im- 
mediately resolved to remove his prisoner into 
some place of effectual concealment, until he 
could get rid of his unwelcome visitant. Like 
most of the Urge mansions, which were in those 
days occasdonally applied to military purposes, 
TheTor House was provided with a deep dun- 
geon under one of the great towers, to whose 
dark and secret custody the unprincipled guar- 
dian ordered his ward to be .for the present 
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eMunuttedt His arms having been jwerioiiBly 
piniooed^ and his mouth gagged, to fffeveBt 
resistance or discovery, Cecil was fombl; owv 
veyed to his new prison ; and it was in t^ 
pli^t that I^y Fitzmaurice, having aocideot- 
ally gained a ghmpse of him, luid been impeUed 
by sympathy and terror to intercede with sudi 
a vehement i^mestness in his behalf. Sir 
Lionel, however, had no other object thaa to 
prevent the possibility of a communicatitm be- 
tween the cousins, by whkh he felt that bis 
future projects might be matesrially endangered, 
if not idtogether frustrated : this apprehensioB 
was no Booner allayed by the flight of Dudley, 
than Cecil was released from his miserable dvt- 
ranee, and allowed to enjoy the same shue of 
Uberty as luual; that is to' say, he was per- 
petually followed by one or more of the house- 
hold myrmidons, who, under tbe name of his 
keepers, were instructed never to let him van- 
der far from the premises, nor upon any ac- 
count to lose sight of him, even for a sin^ 
instimt. 
Dudley's i^rehentione, as (o the tbreatjened 

D.g.iie.jbvCoo'jIc 
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Attack upon Glastonbury Abbey, pFoved not 
4eas imfounded than bis belief tbat Mime inv- 
wediate vitdence vas Bteditated agaioBt hit con- 
nn. Sir Iiicmel, enraged at fats visitanrs earape, 
when he had so fair an opportunity for destroy 
ing hhn, as well as at the wound be had in- 
flicted upon Captain Basset in the renccmtn 
near the Mere, did, indeedj» hastily tmler out hit 
household troops (for such they might almost 
be tenned) and parade them on the compicuoiw 
summit of The Tor Hill ; but it was mote tor 
the purpose of a muster, and of intimidating 
his neighbours by this public diaplay <^ his 
power, than vtth any -view to so desperate a 
measuEe, as an open assault upon the abbey. 
Other and aafer achemes were in ma^ittatimi for 
the destruclitMi of the Lord Abbot ; schrnnes on 
^--ultimate success of which he too iqiplidtly 
relied to comprotmse them by sAy act of pre- 
mature hostility. 

To.his peTBtmal encounter with Dudley, aad 

tl^ critical intervention by whidi the 1^ of 

his intended victim was saved. Sir Lionel never 

.' made ^ny subsequent ftUurfoii in the prince 
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<^ his daughter. iDcoofddeiate as ^e soioe- 
dmes was, he knew too v^ the acutcness of 
her inteilect, when she chose to exert it, to hope 
to blind her to the real nature of his conduct 
towards either Cecil or his couHin ; while (he 
firmness and decision of her character preclud- 
ed all chance of his over-awing her, as he did 
others, by a frown or a command. Besides, he 
was, on many accounts, loth to have a single 
ground of difference, or a word of altercation 
with Beatrice, who formed the one solitary link 
by whidi it might be said that he was amicably 
connected with humanity. Supreme as was 
his general contempt for his fellow-creatures, 
and cordially as he entered into the warfare 
against them, he could not bear the idea c4 
being totally cut off from friendly 83nnpathy with 
mankind : ' misanthropical as he was, he wished 
not to he isolated even from the beings that 
he most affected to bate; he wanted something 
by which he might attach himself to the world. 
These lingering yearnings of our commrai na- 
ture were sufficiently grati6ed by the society of 
his daughter, the only being in The Tor House. 
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THE TOB HILL. 7 

whom he did not either hate or despise. And 
yet it mi^t be said that he was rather proud 
than food of her ; he was proud of her personal 
beauty, of her accomplisbmeota, of her enei^Uc 
character, — even of her splendid attire, and the 
hauteur of her carriage; for these were but so 
many reflections of liimself and of his gr&a- 
deur : but had she lost these attractions, bad it 
been necessary to attest his affection by any. 
self-samfice, Beatrice would have found the 
kind and cordial heart of her step-mother a 
surer reliance, than the uncertain attachment 
that originated in her father's pride. 

For the first few days that followed Dudley's 
departure from The Tor House, Sir Lionel had 
been too busily employed in concerting schemes 
for his d^truction, to bestow either his time or 
Ms thoughts, upon Beatrice. We have seen 
how prompt and executive had been his mea- 
sures for crushing his adversary, how qiuckly 
he bad forged accusations against him, how 
readily he had suborned his perjured witnesses, 
liDW < instantly he had dispatched some of hia 
emvisaries to London, to cUrect and expedite 
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the wreaking of vengeance. FoBsefiaed of the 
demgaa itf his oppmietit, b^ the intelligence he 
had succeeded in procuring from the abbey 
with such an accouDtable celerity, he deemed 
it. best to appear at court, rather than dread a 
legal inquiry into Cecil's mental competency, 
raying <m the depositions of his oath-despising 
retaiDers for establishing the imbecility ; and 
knowing, that if he M>uld carry this point, his 
unfortunate ward would be permanently en> 
tanked in his tenia beyond all posdbility of 
extriciatioD. 

While he was thus so deeply absorbed in his 
guilty conspiracies, as scarcely to see any of the 
hous^old but those immediately implicated in 
their execution, Beatrice had leisure to feel the 
sudden void created by the absence of Dudley. 
The grandeur of The Tor House, the magni- 
ficence the bad delighted to affect, the convic- 
tion of her superiority, both in beauty and 
state, over all the surrounding damsels of qua- 
lity and condition, no longer afforded her the 
same scJace as fonneriy. These had been suffi- 
cient hitherto to atone for the crowded solitade 
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<^ an riwde which, in tbe whole circle of Hb 
jvgular inmates, <a occaaiopal vintsnts, had 
nercr preseated a dagle individual on whfni 
h& aS^ctiaas could repose. Dudley was the 
first who had awakened the dormant sensibilities 
of her bosom ; his stay, indeed, had been short, 
but when she meafmred his visit bj its e&ct 
upon her feelings, she seemed to conauler him 
as her oldest and most cherished friend; and 
it is veil known that the chronology of the 
heart disdains all ordinary modes of calcuIatiiHii 
Her step-mother had long ^ven up the at* 
tempt to imbue ber with her own homely and 
housewifely notions, to make her participate in 
tbe management of the housebcdd, to persuade 
her that happness waa most likely to be found 
in the practice of the domestic virtues, witb a 
busband of congebial ^sposition, altfaou|^ he 
might move in a less elevated sphere than her 
own, and not exactly answer to her girli^ no- 
tioDB of exterior comdiness. These anile and 
ontii^ated maxims had been completely en- 
l^oded by Sir Tjcmel, who bad tau^t his 
daUgbtcr to .consider personal beauty as the 
b5 
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10 THX TOB BUL. 

the only object worthy of udmiration ; rank, 
wealth, splendour, and distinctioD, as the sole 
Intimate pursuits. lo the boaom of a young, 
ambitious, and high.flpirited girl like Beatrice, 
snch advice wae sure to awaken a corresponding 
echo. Dudley united all that. she had been in> 
structed to connder valuable : he was handsome, 
affluent, nobly aUied; and the coune^s that 
her Either had bo carefully instilled into her, 
could not be forgotten in a moment, because he 
had hastily, aud as die thaught uiijustifiably, 
drawn his sword upon the man, whom, by all 
his previous declarations, be ou^t to have 
considered a peculiarly eligible cl^miuit for her 
hand. That Dudley had expressed any such 
intention she could not indeed aver ; but. that he 
would have become her suitor she had every 
reas<m to believe. Among lovers and mutual 
admirers, there is a. much quicker medium fif 
intelligence than speech; they have an inter- 
communion of thought that waits not the slow 
formalities of time and tongue : a single glance 
of the eyes may anti(^pate the future declaratJcm 
of the lips, as the lightning forestalls the vcMe 
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of the clouds ; and it was by means of these 
unerring, though silent, propbesiere, that Ae 
obtiuned a ' pre-coDviction of his purpose, al- 
though he had not yet given it utterance. 

Another circiun^;ance, of which she was her- 
self uDconscious, contributed to 8tr«igthen ber 
prepossesnon for Dudley. Shalcspeare has said, 
that chtuity is twice blessed, a remark which be 
might have extended to beneficence of any sort : 
for, altbough we may not have previously loved 
those on whom we confer favours, it hardly ever 
happens that ve do not love them afterwards. 
We are anxious to justify our good deeds by 
taking the objects of tholf to our hearts. No 
one ever saved a dog from drowning without 
becoming interested in his : subsequent fate ; and 
where we have been fortunate enough to preserve 
the IWe of a fellow-creature, it may be doubted 
which of the parties is generally inspired with 
the liveliest attachment towards the other- Cer- 
tain it is, that Beatrice's satisfaction at the ser- 
nce she had rendered him, was at ' least as fer- 
v«it and vivid as the gratitude of Dudley. It 
WAS, besides, peculiarly acceptable to the pride 
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of her c)iai«cter, that- Ae ahtrnkl be the ranJer- 
rei of Bucb ao io^mrtant <^ligatioD : Ae itd 
been sccustomed to act the patroness- and pro> 
tector; aad bad the case been:reversed,it'is not 
imposfflble that she would have felt ' humiliated 
by owing a debt of gratitude too weighty to be 
repud. From a difierent spedei of humiliatBOD 
she was not now slti^ether absolved, for she 
felt her feminioe di^ty coropromiBedwhen afae 
became fully aware of her jxtidilectiiHi for am«i 
who had not distinctly avowed himself ber ad- 
mirer, and who, even if her preaumptions of 
his attachment were well fouqded, would be 
doubtless precluded, by the fierce hostility of ber 
faiher, from prosecnting his suit. It was pos- 
«ble, nay probable, that she should nevtr see 
him again; thus situated, she felt the necessity 
of combating h« passion almost as soon aa she 
had made the discovery of its existence ; and 
■be bad been too long indulged in all ,ber ca- 
prices, too little accustomed to self-control, to 
make this effort without suffering, although b^ 
pride, pre vented her from betraying, by exter- 
nal manifestations, the stru^^e in herboiHim. 
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- - Tber« was aoB^et fenalfe in Tlw Tor Hmm, 
il^mee geDtle-and loving heart . was wrung by a 
^BbVBM mudi- more acute titan that of Beatrice, 
for it arose fnm unrequited kure, aggravated by 
tbe HtingB <^ jealmisy and ilUtreatment. ^hn 
was the patient, the tong^uffering, the nevcr- 
oomplaining, the etUl-4oTing, although tiw 
alighted uid supplanted Lady Fitzmaurice. 
Upon one occasion, wh«i Sit Lionel wa» atdng 
OD llie terrace receiving the felicitations of the 
minioBs-with.whoni he scHnetimes condescended 
to unbend, upon the success of some recent i)nir< 
pation, be dteUred, in the pride of his heart, 
tjbat be should never be satisfied until all diat 
he bebeld from that ebvation had become his 
awn property, and be Jiad establi^ed apanu 
naour ih every Manor House. In tbe inflation 
of tluB itnaginary a^randisonent, he suninloned 
hk baod^ and ordering them to strike np a royal 
flourisb, sate for some lime Kstening to the 
sound, drawing up his nostrils with complacency, 
and feeding bis tmcy with sw^ng. anticipations 
of magnificence and tevenge. To a certain ' ex- 
tmtf indeed, he bad realised hia prasumptucnis 
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dream. Nearly all duit he sav in an opposite 
direction from the abbey acknowledged him for 
its owner, and a eli^t allusion has been already 
made to one guilty woman, whom he had in- 
stalled in the house, formerly belonging to his 
victim Lord Dawbeney, and of which he had 
now obtained possession. 

Of this connexion Lady Fitzmaurice was not 
ignorant, for he despised her too much to at- 
tempt its concealment ; but the jealousy that the 
discovery kindled in her bosom was not that 
blind, furious, and frantic passion, which, con- 
verting love into hatred, hurries its wretched 
victim into deeds of revenge and desperation. 
Never having herself ceased to love Sir Lionel, 
she had never despaired of recovering his affec- 
tions ; nay, she had never abandoned the hope 
of weaning him &om his ambitious and guilty 
projects, and rendering him worthy of that un- 
alterable affection with which she still contem- 
plated bim. In the humbleness of her heart, 
she imagined that the most likely mode of effect- 
ing her purpose was by meekness, resignation, 
and aa undeviating abstinence irom complaint 
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or reproach. In these qualitiea she could at 
least eclipse her rival, aad by these, therefore, 
she hoped in time to win back her truant hiu- 
band ; but - there was a trait of characteristic 
sin^licity in the behef that she mi^t also com- 
pete with his mbtress in her accomplif^ttientB, 
and liire back the wanderer by the same attrac- 
Uoris that'had led him astray! Upon the sus- 
picious authority of one of her own maids, she 
had leariit that the woman in question was nei- 
ther younger nor more comely than herself ; and 
that her sole fascinatioo consisted in her being 
able to sing and play upon the guitar, a much 
less oomoKm attainment in those days than it 
has since become. 

Nothing but the devotedne^ of a sanguine 
and ineradicable affection could have prompted 
t^' resolution which she now adopted. She 
determined to learn the guitar for the purpcne 
of' affording that solace to her husband in his 
own house, die want of which she was willing 
to brieve had been the sole cause of his aliena- 
tion ; although, as the reader is well aWare, a 
bond of minstrels formed part ol his regular 
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estaMuhmmt. In secret, and with inoedibk 
peneveroooe, did she prosecute a purpOK r^i. 
dc^ed doubly irksome and laboriouB by Us beii^ 
so utterly repugnant to all her previous babitB. 
Bven in the difficulties of her undertaking sbe 
found a pleasiu%, taking it for granted that Sor 
Lionel would proportionally appreciate her ex- 
ertions, and feeding upon the delightful hope 
of calling him back to her with voioe and in- 
strument, as surely as the skilful falconer re- 
claims a scattering hawk by his whoop utd 
lore. Never, since her union with Sir Liimel, 
had she expeiienced bo miKh happdness as while 
she was labouring under this ddnsion, whidti 
kept her in an enthusiasm of anticipation. 
Every day some small progress was made ; and 
erery night she liud her head upon her piOow 
in the soothing, the delicious persuasion, that 
the had accompliEhed sometl^ng towards the 
recovery of her husband^s affections. Durii^ 
this welcome infatuation her countenance dis- 
carded- that expression of meek melancholy by 
which it was generally marked, and a^umed a 
mote cheerful mien ; while her long absenoes 
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at hex secret lessbtM, knd the brisk mysterioni^ 
new of her nuuiner when she returned, coik- 
TiDced Beatrice, the only one who book tht 
trouble to note her demeanour, that she wa> 
mapt up m some concealed prefect, althou^ 
she was utteriy unable to surmise its import. 

At length the Utile train, by which she was 
to rekindfe the tord) of lovie, became perfected 
for explosion. By unintermitted practice she 
had enabled herself to extort two or three tuhes 
from the instrument, and, enveloping it in' a 
cloth, she unexpectedly made her appearance in 
her husband's private apartment. Liickily be 
««8 in a more gracious mood than ordinary, of 
she would probidily have been chidden' for' the 
intrusicai ; as it was, he sufllered her to seat ber-* 
self beside htm without observation, although 
he could not help noticing: with a look of sneer- 
ing wcndetmeat, the unusna) expression <^ tri- 
umph that sate upon her features. After mild- 
ly lamenting how little Bhe had seen of him 
lately, since he was ^ther perpetually closeted 
with his agents, or a wanderer from The Tor 
House in search of recreation, (such was the 
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only guarded allusion that she made to her 
rival,) she continued — " Well-a-day ! Sir Licmel, 
iny dear Sir Lionel, what vould I not f^ve to 
bear you sometimes sing to me as was your 
wont before we married. Sooth now, I would 
willingly wager a tester, diat on you were good 
enough to try, you might carol me the pleasant 
ballad of King Cophetua and the Beggar Maid. 
Ah, Sir Lionel, do you remember—" 

" Twit ! madam," interrupted her husband, 
who hated all allusion to his »nging, since she 
would not see that it was solely done with the 
interested motive of obtaining her money ; 
" you may spare your speech, for I remember 
it all— the miller's cottage — the little garden — 
the pattering water — the blackbird in the 
maple tree — and the posies of eglantine and 
tuisies. Gadamercy ! I had a leaky memory 
else, for the same question is ever on your 
lips." 

" Alas I because the scene is so deeply 
stamped upon my heart, and for ever floating 
before my eyes ; but, by my holidame ! I 
would mention it no more if I ween'd it mi^t 
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anger you ; nor will you now take it in dudgeon 
againat me, I hope, if I have prepared for you 
here a little Burpri§e, meant io good lootb to do 
you pleasure aod Gontentment" She laid her 
hand, as she spoke, upon the concealed guitar, 
which she contemplated with a pleased and 
KgnilicaDt look. 

" Psha !" cried Sir Lionel peevishly, *' what 
gossip's mummery is this? This is not the 
first of April, and if it were you might better 
bestow your foolery upon the wenches at the 
spinning-wheel, for I am no chapman for such 
empty jibes." 

" By my sooth, and on my soul, it is no 
jibe," said X<ady Fitzinaurice, striking her 
hand upon the instrument, as if to give earnest-' 
nesB to her asseveration. 

"Nay, then, prytbee make an end of your 
foolery ; if it be a puppet, keep it for Maid 
Marian and the Morria-dancers ; if it be the 
haancb of a fat buck, away with it to the 
yeomen of the broach; and if a tod df fine 
wool, to the spindle with it, and let the wenches 
set their reels a-twirling." 
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" Truly, Sir Lionel, I have no such silly gear, 
but that vhich hath cost mc more labour and 
pains than I would -care to bestow for any 
earthly thing, unless it were to do solace to ny 
husband. By my holidame, you shall not any 
longer need to roam for the tinkling of cutining 
wives, nor for the trailing of a song, for I hav? 
that in my hand which shall make The Tor 
House as pleasant a bower, as if it held a merry 
mistress with a throat more tuneful than the 
brverOck's." So saying, rfie began to unfold the 
dotfi with a mysterious smile, aiid seating her- 
self in a stiff constrained attitude, after trying 
the strings, and hemming too or three times, sbe 
sang, in an untutored,' though 'not unmelodioua 
vMce, some stanzas which had probably been 
selected rather for the moral they contained 
agunst roaming, than for their poetical iberit'. 

" My mother's maids wheu thef do sit aod spin, 
They tang sonietimes ti song: of the field-mouse. 
Who, for because her livelibood waa thin. 
Would needs go seek her towniah sister's house." 

Her awkward mode of haudltDg the instru- 
ment, somewhat like the first attenpt of a' 
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sebool-^l ; her occasional iniaUkn, after which 
she very deliberately began again ; the plocUl- 
iog earnestaess with which she marked the tine 
with her feet, as a subetitute for her defective 
ear ; and the' verses she had choten for her eottp 
d'essai, would have presented a ludicrous com. 
bination to a stranger ; though the exhibition 
must have assumed a touching, and almost a pa- 
thetic, character to one who knew her affection- 
ate motives, and the assiduous hope T^th which 
she bad studied her lesson. Even Sir Lionel, 
whose conscious penetraticHi soon gave him a 
due to the whole plot, -was not altogether ua> 
poved by this new proof of her unalterable 
Attachment, and by the. humility which, instead 
of reproaching, thus endeavoured to reclaim him. 
Taunting and contemptuous as he .usually was, 
^ cpuld not bea|^ to sneer away the triumphant 
■atiafi^tHt' at her achievement which irradiated 
her whole cOufitenvipe i bjit still wishing to 
eai^pe the second verse with which she threat- 
ened him, he laid his hand upon her arm, and 
ptvewK iV gently, exdainjed—-" Why, what a 
EdQy wretch thou art, and overfond l Hast 
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thou taken all this pains to do solace to thy hus- 
band ? Gadamercy, Madge ! my good ami 
gentle Madge ! he has not deserved it of thee." 
He again pressed her arm as he concluded, 
gazing upon her at the same time with a kind 
and not ungratified expression. 

These were the lirst endearments, the first 
softened tones, the first friendly looks she had 
for a Iwig time received ; and imagining that 
she beheld in these the perfect- success of her 
scheme, and the accomplishment pf all her 
hopes, her affectionate heart instantly overflowed 
with a passion of joy. The guitar slipped from 
her unconscious grasp, her face became suffused 
wit'i a flush of triumph, the tears gushed from 
her eyes, and clasping her bands together as she 
fell upon her knees, she exclaimed in a soblnng 
voice — " Oh, Sir Lionel ! my husband ! my dear 
husband; I would do this and ten times more ; 
I would even kneel to you and be your hum- 
blest slave, if you would only love me as was 
once your wont, and not deem that a wanton caii 
doat upon you with half so fond and futhful a 
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heart as your wife. Oh, if I could once win 
you from these perilous errors ■■' " 

" Twit ! twit ! good Madge/' interrupted Sir 
Lionel, who already repented the momentary 
emotion he had betrayed, and the scene to which 
it had given rise — " up from your knees, I 
prythee, and no more of this, for it ever irks 
me to see a whimpering wife, and I must away, 
for I have urgent doings this morning that 
must be quickly sped." 

" Well-a.day, Sir Li<Hiel ; was I crying ? 
Troth, I knew it not. I will dry up my tears 
if they anger you ; but may it please you, my 
dear husband, not to leave me till you have 
h«u:d the rest, and the ballad of King Cophc- _^ 
tua and the Beggar Maid, which it liked you 
once to sing yourself. By Holy Mary ! it has 
cost me sore labour and many a weary hour to 
learn it" 

" My present bu^ness brooks no delay, and 
this hearing must be, therefore, for another morn- 
ing," smd Sir Lion^, who had not the smallest 
intention of ever listening to more of her min- 
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•tielsy, though he was anxioifs to escape bom 
its present infliction without silencing her by 
any harsh or peremptory command. LaJy Fitz- 
maurice was too much gratified by what she 
had achieved to oppose her hushand'a wishes, 
and taking up her guitar, which she pressed 
with transport to her heart, as if it had been 
t)ie happy means of restoring to her all Sir Lio- 
Q^'s affectioD, she hurried, with a swelling boeom, 
to her own apartment, to weep with joy, and. 
practise new lessons, and con over a fresh balhtd. 
She had accomplished wonders in 'exciting 
even an evanescent compunction in the mind 
uf her husband, but she wanted tact and ma~ 
nagement to improve the trifling advantage she 
had gmned. Considering him pledged-to hear 
her some other morning, although he'had only 
talked of it to get rid of her, she beleaguered 
him about the house, and popping unawares 
upon him with her guitar, intercepted his es- 
cape, and incontinently struck up— 

" I read that once in Africa, 

A princely wigU did reign, 
Wlio had to name Copbetua, 

As poets they did bAga." 
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But the momentary forbearance with which 
Sir Lionel had once listened to her was not des- 
tined to return. Irate at being thus waylaid 
and pestered, he quickly lost patience, and com- 
manded, tier never again to offend him witli her 
unwelcome strains, on pain of his heaviest dis- 
pleasure. Ever obedient to his will, she threw 
aside her instrument, forgot presently the skill 
which it had coat her bo much patient drudgery 
to acquire, and finding that 'she had accom- 
plished nothing towards the recovery ol his af- 
fections, while his visits to her rival were a« fre- 
quent as ever, she sunk into a deeper dejection 
than before, although no syllable of coniplaint 
cff rejHY»ach ever escap^ her lips. 

Thus affairs continued for some time, until 
she was aroused hotn her despondency by the 
intelligence, secretly conveyed to her by one 
of the maids who possessed her confidence, that 
a strange lady, whose appearance and carriage 
dmoted a personage of rank and distinction, 
had lately twice visited the mansion under cir- 
cumstances of great myst«ry. On Jier arrival 
she had enquired for Sir lioAel, with whom she 
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liad been for Some time closeted ; on both occa- 
uons high and angry words had been beard to 
pass between them ; and after her departure the 
whole of the Tor House had been in a- state of 
agitation. Sir Lionel summoning his chief agents 
to long and close conferences, and exhibiting 
after these counsels (according to the authority 
of the present informant) an almost frantic fury 
in his demeanour, such as she had never wit- 
nessed before. Lady Fitzmaurice^s first appre- 
hensions on her own account, that it was^some 
new rival, were no sooner dissipated by this 
statement of the mutual rage with which the 
parties met and separated, than the relation, 
marvellous and incomprehensible as it was, filled 
her with terrors for her husband's safety. That 
he who almost openly defied heaven and earth, 
and was upon all occasions of common danger, 
fierce and courageous as the lion, should be 
thus shaken to the very foundations of his soul 
by a female, indicated some strange, imminent, 
and terrible peril. She knew that his audacious 
and illegal proceedings were fraught with most 
awful jeopardy, that his unholy alliances, if they 
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ware indeed what she suepefited, involred a 
tcemendous, aa uautterable lesponBtUUty ; but 
how this uokaown female should diaw down 
upon his head the doom to which be was ex- 
posed, she could not possibly conjecture ; and 
the keenest curiosity being tlius added to the 
most hvely alarm for her husband's safety, she 
requested her informant to apprize her when 
the mysterious lieing in question should next 
make her appearance. 

Not many days elapsed before sV received 
an intimation to this effect, and placing herself 
in a ^tustioD, near the waiting-room into which 
the visitant was to be ushered, where she could see 
without being seen, Lady Fitzmaurice was en- 
abled to observe her at leisure before she was sum- 
moned to Sir Lioners apartment. The figure 
upon whom her eyes were thus bent, with a most 
eager and scrutinizing curiosity, was of a com- 
manding stature, and had evidently passed the 
middle age. There is a sort of physical, bodily 
,^istocracy of appearance, produced by conti- 
nued intermarriages among families of distinc- 
tion, all following the same modes and habits, 
C2 
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«nd enjoying the same luxuries of artificial life, 
vhicli, in process of time, stainpB its own charac- 
ter of nobility, and enables jou to distingtiish 
its memberswitliasmuchcertuntyHsyou would 
teparate a raeeJiorse at the first gUmpse trota a 
hackney of inferior race. Suchwas thecharacter 
indelibly impressed upon every lineament of the 
stranger. Her high Boman nose, sothin as to be 
almost transparent, her silky hair, the proud ex- 
pression ofher eyes, the delicacy of her colourless 
skin, the white and elegantly shaped hand with 
its long and arched nails, her graceful and yet 
somewhat disdainful carriage, all betrayed the 
woman of rank, who was not unctmscious of the 
privileges of her birth ; while her general ph^ 
siognomy gave reason to suspect that, if once 
offended, she would be fierce -dnd implacable in 
her revenge. 

Lady Fitzmaurice stood too much in awe of 
her husband to venture near his apartment, to 
which the unknown female was now ushered ( 
but the greater curiosity or courage of hertaoid 
impelling her to approfloh the dbor, she- return^ 
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with « louk of alariD, declariDg, that althou^ 
sbe- could not diBtinguish the subject of their 
diicaurse, Eiie was sure something terrible wat 
going oD, fnnn the fierce and pauionate tooea 
of their voices ; adding, that ehe must be a bold 
and formidable creature thus de^rately to 
beard Sir Lionel in his own house, and wi^ her 
tongue aa angrily and as loudly as the master 
of the mansion. Whatever was the nature (rf 
her visit, it was not of long continuance; she 
went away> and Sir Lionel*s appearance after 
her departure sufficiently attested the alarpiing 
nature oS their colloquy. Consternation and 
wrath distorted hiii features, seldom as they 
exhibited any other expression than that of a 
contemptuous sneer; the lawyer, who bad by 
this time returned from London, Capttun 
Basset, and the doctor, were instantly sum- 
moned to his private chamber, aad the whole 
party sate in close dehberation until an unusu- 
ally late hour of the night. Nothing, however, 
tEansjnred, tmd Lady Fitzmaurice, who had 
already so heavy a weight of ftnxiety to sustain, 
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was for some time tormented by the edditiomil 
misgivings as to her husband's safety, which 
this mysterious occurrence oould not fail to 
awaken in a heart bo futhful and so apprehen- 
sive as her's. 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



THK TOK HILL. 



CHAPTEK II. 

When ugns and horrible portenta, 
Conrulse the darkened elemente. 

And fear despotic 
Seizes the eoul, — the mental woiid. 
Into the same confuuon hurl'd, ' 

Becomes chaotic. 

Appalled and infuriated as he was by the 
apparition of this new viatant, Sir Lionel pi^- 
pared bitoself to encounter his other assailants, 
and to vindicate his usurpations, with the 
calmness, sagacity, and craft which hod hitherto 
borne him triumphantly through every danger. 
His spirit always rose with the urgency of the 
peril, his heart swelled with its own collected 
venom, as well as with the anticipation of 
victory, whenever he was about to make or to 
repel an attack ; and it was only in the solitaiy 
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instance, to which we have just alluded, that be 
had ever suffered himself to be o'ermastered by 
dismay and rage. Dudley's application to the 
Lord Keeper having driven him to the danger- 
ous expedient of appearing to court an inquiry 
into the mental competency of his ward, he 
addressed all his ener^es, and arranged his 
subtlest contrivances, to meet the coming con- 
tingency with a certainty of success. Indeed, 
he rejoiced at the occurrence, for as the period 
drew nearer wlien CeciPs minority would ex- 
pire, he felt the necessity of effectually silencing 
any clmms to the possesaon of his estates, by 
a legal declaration of his imbecility ; while, by 
procuring himself to be aominated the custodian 
of his person, he hoped to perpetuate this im- 
putation, and thus prevent hia ever marrying or 
dlieniating the large domains of the &troily. To 
their management Sir Lionel was entitled, as 
the next presumptive h«r under the will of Sir 
Giles Hungerford ; a point, however,'Which he 
considered of much less consequence than the 
nine others involved in bis having present pos- 
session of the [mtperty. 
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Nor were the impediments in the way of hie 
nndertaking by any means so insurmountable ax 
^ey might at first ^ght appear. Essentially 
different as the two objects are, we know that 
it 19 sometimes extremely difficult, when con- 
templating the line of the horizon, to separate 
the sea from the sky ; and it is occasionally not 
less impracticable to distinguish the delicate 
boundary that divides sanity from imbecility, 
although so utterly disi^milar in their nature. 
CeciTs eccentricities of thought and action, his 
total ignorance even in many of the simplest 
dements of knowledge, his aversion from all 
society, his strange hankering for burying him- 
self in the Cave of Wokey,- and his general de- 
votedness to solitude and his dog, might well 
be deemed evidences of aa unsound mind, by 
those who knew not the scandalous neglect, imd 
the diabolical practices by which they had been 
produced, or who were incompetent to detect 
that his intellect was bright and clear as the 
sun, although it mi^t be momentarily dimmed 
by passing mists and exhalations. Upon hia 
ignorance, above all, Sir Lionel built his firmest 
c 5 
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hopes of success, especially as the ex-tutor was 
at hand to establish his inability to acquire the . 
common rudiments of laiigiiage and learning. 
But resolving to leave nothing to hazard, and to 
have an excess rather than a deficiency of proof 
in a matter of such vital importance, he con- 
cocted an organized system of perjury, fixing 
upon the youth such general incohercncj of 
speech, such occasional wildness, and even dan- 
gerous and outrageous violence in his fits of 
idiocy or delirium, that he hoped not only to 
have him declared incompetent, but to procure 
a warrant for his confinement, as one whose 
liberty was not consistent with the safety of the 
king's subjects. ' This point he was peculiarly 
anxious to carry, because he knew that nothing 
was more likely to produce real alienation of 
mind, than a rigid imprisonment under the false 
imputation of it. 

Wary, however, and provident in every thing, 
he was prepared to guard against the effect that 
might he produced in the minds of the commis- 
sioners by Cecil's interesting appearance, liis gen- 
tleness, his amiability, his occasional seli'-posses- 
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uon, and the perfect propriety and even eloquence 
with which be could discourse upon certain 
subjects. As he might be in one of his hapjuest 
sod calmest moods on the day of examination, 
he resolved to nullify the impression it might 
make, by admitting that he was occasionally 
visited by lucid intervals, in which, with the 
cunning peculiar to such unhappy sufferers, he 
might deceive the shrewdest and most practised 
observer, who had not been enabled, by a longer 
acquaintance, to see him in his moments of dri> 
veUing dementation, or his fits of fury. By 
these artifices, and by the circumstantial evi- 
dence of his unsound mind, which a whole host 
of suborned witnesses were ready to adduce, he 
GCHifidently relied on overcoming any favourable 
feeling that his appearance might awaken, and 
on procuring a public legal declaration of his 
insanity. 

The proceedings preparatory to his exami- 
nation by the commissioners, were now rapidly 
advancing. Notwithstanding the incredible 
multiplicity of his engagements, ecclesiastical 
and legal, civil and political, such was die 
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^lergttic activity t^ the Lord CatitiBal's mind, 
that he Buffered nothing within his ct^p^anoe 
to bring • rejMtiBdi upon the law by the tanl>- 
ness of it> prt^esa. Taking a pecidiar intocst 
in tbe allied maltreatment (^ Cadi, and eager 
to tear down to the earth so audacious a timnt- 
gressor and usurper as Sir Lionel liad heed 
described, he pushed forward the cause, and 
hiHuelf nominated the commisBioiierB who were 
to make the investigation. In the presumptioo 
that more accurate details could he obtained 
upon ,ther spot, he directed them to [Hvceed ibta 
Somersetshire, and cautioning them to depend 
more upon the personal examination of tbS 
asserted lunatic, than upon the depoeitionB of 
others, however direct sod plausible, be dis^ 
missed them to the strict execution of their 
trust. 

Some time beforehand Sir Lionel remved an 
official notification, containing the names of the 
commissioners and physicians, and fixing the 
day when tbey would present themselves at the 
Tor House, for the purposes mentioned in the 
document ; end. he accordmgly lost no time in . 
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makiag ^wfa prepantioitfi as might forirard his 
owD ne&cioug views, in order to pcodnce a 
general inpresHOD that his ward Buffei«d no 
mere restraint tbaa was necessary, he allowed 
him more than his usual liberty, himself acc(»iv- 
panying him twice to the town of Glastonbury, 
that he might see the helmet and the inscription 
set up to the memory of his father in the churdi, 
and permitting him to ramble more freely in the 
neighbourhood, although never unaccompanied 
by his keepMS, who answered the-double puiv 
poee of preventing his escape, and diffusing a 
more general belief in his inability to take care 
of bimself. Fearful'that Cecil might assist in his 
own defence, divulge the neglect and cruel 
treatment he had experienced, or make some 
pathetic appeal to his judges if he were aware 
erf the meditated inquiry, he took care that 
not the smallest intimation of the kind should 
reach him; while, as the time drew near, he 
b^an to renew those execrable practices which 
had formerly bewildered and unhinged his 
mind, in the hope that they might again pro- 
duce the same result. 
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On the idght before the day fixed for bis 
examinadon, these diabolical inflictions assumed 
their most appalling array. His sleep was dis- 
turbed by a crash of hideous sounds, which sud> 
denly falling upon that exqui«te sense of hear- 
ing to which we have elsewhere alluded, seemed 
to torture and split asunder the innermost 
recesses of his ear ; and, when thus aroused by 
noises that made him thrill with actual aguny, 
horrific spectral apparitions gleamed athwart 
the room, or approached his bed, in every 
variety of ghastly appearance or attitude of 
menace, that could inspire disgust and terror. 
So acute were the sufferings, from his ear, that 
they steeled him in some degree against the 
frightful objects that sought to scare his eye; 
and he was besides no longer of an age to be 
so easily overcome as formerly, determined to 
ascertain whether th^se presentments were pal- 
pable to touch, he jumped from his bed with 
a desperate resolution, and attempted to grasp 
the figure before him ; but it was one of those 
phantasmagoric shadows with which it was 
impossible to grapjJe, and he returned to his 
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couch baffled, bewildered, and aghast. His 
faithful dog, Snowdrop, however, who inva- 
riably slept in his apartment, was very near 
effecting a discovery of the miscreant who was 
perpetrating these villanous deceptions. Ter- 
rified at such unaccuBtomed sounds and t^ights, 
the poor animal had leapt to its master for pro- 
tection, and slinking and crouching down, with 
its head buried in his bosom, lay trembling all 
over, stealing occasional glances at the objects 
of its dismay, by rolling its eye-b^s backwards 
without moving its body. Thus it continued 
for some minutes, until one of these intangible 
assailants approached close to the bed, and 
appeared to brandish an uplifted dagger, when 
the faithful creature, as if eager to protect hiia, 
to whom it. had, in the first instance, crept for 
protection, burst from arms, and flew fiercely at 
the figure. Though foiled in its immediate 
object, the quick senses of the animal directed 
it to the concealed worker of all this devilish 
machinery, who was fain to effect a rapid escape 
through the sliding pannel by which he had 
entered, or he would probably have left ocular 
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proof Upon Snowdrop''8 jaws, that actual flesh 
and blood had miof^Ied in the daoce of the 
tpeOtet. 

Exhausted from the want of deep, and con- 
founded in all his apprehensions, Cecil arose at 
an early hour on the m<»ning (^ the day fixed 
for his examina^on, and wandered forth into 
the fields, hoping that the calm, nlent, tran- 
quillising scenery o! the surrounding meads, 
and the balmy influences of nature, would 
prove efficient, as they had on all former occa- 
sions, in soothing the perturbation of his mind. 
It is needless to state, that his keepers accom- 
panied, or rather followed him, — for such was 
th^r wont, — with strict orders to conduct trim 
back in time for the meeting, which was fixed 
for two o'clock in the afternoon. Nor was Sir 
Lionel at all sorry to have him out of the way 
until he was wanted, for he could depend upon 
the fellows who were with him, while he was not 
without suspicions that some of his other retainers 
had been tampered with by Dudley's agents, 
as he knew that attempts had been made to get 
a letter secretly conveyed to his ward. 
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A deep d^ectioo wdgtwd heavily ofoa 
Cecil'B mind as he strayed munng amid the 
fields ; a languor produced by the deprivatioq 
of sleep oppress^ his body, whUe his facultiea 
were confounded by the occurroices of the 
aight. StartUug and astounding as were the 
(oundt and Bights, with which he had been tor- 
meoted, he would have been indined to deein 
thent the crealioDB of his own distempered brain, 
and to receive them as conjurations of his 
imputed insanity, had they not as obviously 
impressed the senses of his dog as his own. 
Why he should be exposed to such persecutions 
he could not pdssibLy concave ; with what m<v 
tive they should be inflicted, if they were the 
work of some human enemy, it puzzled him to 
ai^prehend ; how he had' merited them, if they 
fell upon him as the jud^ents of an offended 
Deity, no retrospection of his past conduct 
enabled him to conj^ecture> This bewilderment 
of his thought he had h<^>ed.to dis^pate by 
contemplating the placid beauties of the couq- 
try, in whose mind-healing influences he nevec 
£u)ed to iind consolation. For this purpose* 
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however, the moniiDg was au^larly unpro-. 
pitiouB. A hazy mist hung oTer the whole 
face of nature like a veil, completely shroudiog 
dutaat objects from view, and imparting dim, 
fantttstic, and undefined forms to those that were 
nearer. Not a breath of (ur arose to move or 
disperse this universal vapour, and the stifling 
doseneas of the atmosphere seemed to iucrease 
as he advanced. " Alas !" exclaimed Cecil to 
himself, " I expected to sympathize with na- 
ture, and soothly ao .1 do, f(v everything 
around me is enveloped in gloom and mystery. 
All is darkness and doubt: the w<H'ld itself, 
with all its beautiful pageantry, is an inscrutable 
enigma; my own fate is equally inexjJicable. 
I know nothing, but that while all other created 
things seem to find solace and society in their 
kind, I altme am isolated and wretched ; visited 
with ear-madd^ing clangours wd spectral 
^astliness by night, and cut off from all social 
comfort and consolation by day. My void and 
yearning heart sought communion with female 
loveliness, but I am spurned away as an idiot 
and a boy ; for a moment I fancied I had 
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fodnd a friend in my coustD, biit he is torn from 
me as' soon ae he expresses ctHnpassiai far my 
fate, and I am plunged into a dungeon tor 
having excited his sympathy. All the world 
desptsea me— I have no parent, no oompMnoa, 
no friend ! Forgive me, my poor Snowdrop," 
he continued, taking up his dog, and pressing 
him fondly to fais bosom ; " you are my com-, 
panion and my friend, and I ought not thus to 
repine, for I could not have found one- mora 
fftithful in the whole circle of my fellow. 
creiltures !" 

Patting down his dog, who instantly b^an to 
bound and bark around him, in a delirium of joy 
at ^be caresBes he had received, hewalked on tot 
WHne time, lost in mournful reveries, until his 
attention was aroused by the strange and appal- 
ling appearance of the atmosphere. Instead of 
an increased Hght as the day advanced towards 
its meridian, it might rather have been thought 
that night was coming on, for the darkness 
rafndly deepened, and the mist, which con- 
tinued undiminished, assumed a horrid, omi> 
nous, and lurid hue, as if universal nature stood 
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aghast, ID the apprqscJnng crisis of some dreadi 
ful convulsirai. This awful supposition was 
favoured by other, and leas equivocal maot. 
festations. .He beard the quick flapping of 
wiQgB overhead, and the. voices of the lards as 
they hurried through the air screaming aloud 
with terror : the cattle were hoarsely bellowing 
in the fields, and he caught the noiae of their, 
resounding hoofs, as some frightajed, though 
undistinguishable herd, rattled funously over 
the stones of an adjacent road. ThuoderstonuA 
he had witnessed in all their variety, but these- 
were not the accompaniments by which they were 
usually distinguished ; a peculiar and unnatural 
gloom threw a fiowiung horror over the worldj 
which continued to deepen as niid.day drew od ; 
the very air hung moist and nu^onlcss, as if 
panic-stricken ; Cecil himself, listening to cries 
of dismay from birds and animals which he. 
could not see, environed by a poiiteutous ob- 
scurity for which be waa utterly unable to, 
account, and affected by the alarm and agitar- 
tion of his dog, who slunk trembling ^ .hin. 
feet, stood transfixed and oveEawedi uncertain 
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whether some tremendous eanhquake were 
shout to yawn beneath his feet, or whether the 
final dissolution of all things might not be at 
hand. 

" I9 it not enough ?" he at length whispered, 
fra-it seemed as if erea the sound of his own 
voice were irrevwent, when nature hersdf stood 
silent and breathlesE^— " is it not enough that 
I am pursued by the terrors of the ni^t, but 
must I be also hatinted by no less dreadful 
visions in the day, if this indeed be day, when 
morning seems to be closing its eyes for ever, 
and light-to have chosen the earth for Us death- 
bed. Why, oh why am I thus pursued with 
hate and horror ? Life is but a spdrk that 
divides the darkness of the antenatal and 
posthumous infinities : but evanescent as it is, 
oh, that mine might more quickly become 
eitinct I Oh, that I had the wings which I 
hear hurrying through the tdr, that I nught flee 
away into the daricness, and be at rest ! Oh, 
that I might be mingled vrith the rushing 
waters' whose course I cannot see, and be borne 
fapidly along into tfie ocean of eternity ! Oh, 
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that I migbt rvtuni into the ekmeots from 
which I was compounded, and lose that fatal 
oonsuouaneas which only enables organised 
matter to endure misery I Oh, ye twiaklibg 
flowers ! your eyes may well be bri^t, for ye 
know not woe! If ye bow down your ]ieads 
before the storms of heaven, ot if ye are crushed 
beneath the foot of man, ye do but breathe 
forth sweeter incense; and your unconscious 
death is hut a conversion into fragrant air, that 
so ye may be wafted to the skies. Oh, ye cloudB ! 
ye are happy, forieven when ye weep, your 
tears are drops of gladness to the world, and 
when ye blush, it is not with guilt, but with 
joy at the sight of the sun : ye float between 
heaven and earth, but ye fear not the wrath of 
the one, nor the cruelty and injustice of the 
other. I look around me, and I see nothing fio 
miserable as the soUtary and degraded Cecil 
Hunger ford." 

Sitting himself down upon a large craggy 
stone, and talcing his crouching dog into bis 
lap, he suffered his crossed hands to repf»e 
upon the animal''s back, while he indulged bis 
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melancholy thoughts, or occanoBalty looked out 
upon the dvk, scowliDg, and gbaGtly face of 
nature. After a time it appeared to him that 
t^e ^ooin diminished; that the mist was less 
dense and lurid ; and sympathizing with what 
he surmised to be the marks of retuniing 
confidence, he continued his soliloquy in a less 
desponding mood^— ** Ungrateful that I am ; 
why should I tremble or repine ? Even if the 
day of doom were come, vhat have I to fearF 
The beautiful pageant of the world, with all the 
glories by which it is emblazoned, do they not 
declare to us that God is good as well as great ? 
does he not bid the earth for ever delight as well 
as feed her children, sending the seasons in 
their due succession to bring forth the com ; 
covering the fields with flowers ; filling the air 
with fragrance, and making it musical with the 
voice of birds ? Does he not stretch forth his . 
arm to fan the hot earth with breezes, or 
temper the fervour of the summer-sun by 
clouds? And so shall it still be when this 
mysterious darkness and desolation shall have 
^passed away, — for the Creator will not forget his 



LKjIreJbyCOO^Ie 



18 TUB TOK HILt. 

creation; nor will be abandon his creatures, even 
BO humble and miserable a one as mjEclf. This 
horrible portent is not an evidence, as my 
misgiving heart suggested, of his wrath ag^st 
myself. Oh, no, no, no .' man may persecute 
and oppress me, the world may frown upon me, 
I may be branded as an idiot and an outcast, 
but I shall n(rt be deserted by the Deity." 

A ackly and ambiguous light now gleamed 
through the mist, just sufficient to show the 
position oi the sun in the heavens, when 
Cecil, falling upon his knees in the enthuuasm 
of renovated hopej clasping his hands together, 
and casting up his eyes towards the glimmering 
sky, exclaimed — " Oh, glorious and eternal sun ! 
oht thou central eye of God ! dimmed as thou 
art for the moment, thou wilt not refuse to look 
down upon me and cheer me with thy rays. What 
are the frowns of the world, while thou canst 
send me down smiles from heaven ? Thou wilt 
t»t refuse to see me when I kneel before thee ;— 
then wilt not draw down thine eye-lid in anger 
when I humbly " 

He broke off with an abrupt horror, for a 
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TitJent guRt of wind suddenly springing up, dis- 
persed the mist, and discovered to hitn the ob- 
ject which he had just addressed as the central 
eye of God, with its lid drawn down ! So at 
least it appeared to his di£turt>ed uid terrified 
perceptions. It was t)ie great solar echpse. Of 
these celestial phseDomena, in the ignorance in 
which he had been purposely left, he knew no- 
thing ; and even if he had, it is probable that 
the agitated state of lus mind, and the critical 
ccnncidence between the appearance, of the por- 
tent and his speech, would have induced him to 
put the same interpretation upon it as he now 
did. Conceiving it to be a prodigy from heaven 
expressly addressed to himself — that it was a dia- 
tinct answer of wrath to his appealing prayer— 
that he was marked for reprobation like a second 
Cain, his iiverwrought /eelings and faculties be- 
came utterly confounded ; and after having 
gazed upon the phenomenon for a few seconds, 
with unutterable horror and agony, he was smit- 
ten with a sudden -phrensy. 

His- long hair streaming upon the wind, which 
had now completely disnipalcd the mist,— utter- 

VOL, lit. D 
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hig loi^ shrieks, or rather yells, of terror, uad 
followed by his frightened dog^ who sent fortli 
the most wailful and discordant howls, CedL 
burst away, with a njsiuac speed, towards 
the Mendip hills ; presenting an apparition, 
whic)i, in coDJunctiou with the lowering and 
portentous appearance of the eclipsed scenery, 
through which he moved, the wild terror of the 
bellowing herds, and the dismal howling of the 
dog as he rushed after his master, might have 
appalled the heart ot the stoutest spectator.' 
His keepers, who might iww be s&id to fill so 
unnecessary office, followed htm; but the ut*. 
n^ost speed of the pursuers was soinferior to the • 
fteetoess of the maddened fugitive, that, ^u* froia 
any chance of overtaking him, they could not 
always manage to keep him in sight. For some 
time, indeed, his^rieks, which still made the air 
terrible with their fearful and piercing shriilness, 
betrayed his course ; but these became at length 
inaudible; and though they caught occasional 
glimpses of him, as he gained the Mendip hills, 
scudding along the extreme edge of precipices, 
or vaulting from crag to crag, with 3 fraHtio and 
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dwTuM+e enl&fgy, they at length lost right of 
htih liltbgMbeFj'and cohdild^tliat he hoi dashed 
himself to ^eces Auvni eome of die deep lavine* 
thttC hiterafk^t tiJat tvcky range. 

''B^membering, howeTeT,the etrict injunctions 
ifa^y ittd received, never to lose sight of him, 
aiid wdl aWte that Sir Lionel was not to be 
Aflobi?yed trith impanrty, they proceeded' in' 
gearch of Mm; taking the direction of Wokey 
H6te, which they knev to be his favourite haunt. 
Fbr sonte tirab they harried about, amid the 
^ena artrf channs, the turfy valleys, craggy 
diyeses, or tufted deDa, which variegate the pie- 
turesque regicm 'over which they passed, without 
discovering the object of their quest. They 
wWBld not have been -more successful in the 
cave of Wokey,-oranild the Chedder cliffs, ano- 
ther of his chosen retreats, and in all probability 
would have been compelled to return without 
him, had they not fortunately encountered Snow, 
drop, or, rather, had not the dog sought them 
out for the express purpose of becoming their 
gaid«. To those who have not sufficiently stu- 
died the canine physiognomy to know the great 
d2 
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variety and truth of expression of wblefa it is 
susceptible, it may appear prcposteitniB to state 
that the keepers instuitly read in SDovdr(^''fi 
looks that 9ome catastrophe bwl happeied lo 
his master, and th«t he came to conduct diem 
to the spot "where it had occtui«d. Lrag ex- 
perience of his sagacity and attachment to Cecil 
-had made them close obeervera of hie S^ae^- 
nour; wad immediately conjecturing Ins intel- 
ligence and bis purpose, from his looks, moeue, 
and gestures, they aoc^t^ him for their, eon- 
ductOT. When fee aaw that bis purpose wm 
understood, he inoreated his speedy as if amre 
that quick aid was r^quiiwd, occasionally loab- 
tng impatiently bfkV, when' he had outstripped 
tbem, as if to reproaeh th^r tardiness. 

Through motff, fel!, and waste, over nakied 
heights imd tangle bri&ry bottoms, did he lead 
them on, till they readied' a iMtrrow dingje, 
adown whose grassy sde a runnel.' from the 
adjokiing hill, perpetwmy though s^ntly steal- 
ing, had formed a large ^lallow pond iti the 
hollow, dottid here asd' tltwe with, flags- »tiA 
water-Jiiyes. On the sloping mar^Dj; wbtuh 
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Ae little rill kept eT«r ttxA uid verduitT Cecil, 
exhausted by t^ror and the &tigue of his long 
and rapid flight, had sunk in a lit c^ Anting ; 
and there be still lay ext«ided, fairer tbao any 
vi the flowers that blocniied beside hitn, fairer 
ibsD Hylas, Adonis, or Hyacintbua, whom not 
area the sudden and tra^cal nature of their 
death could rob of their beauty. The keqwrs^- 
as they approached, eDtertaiiied not a doubt 
tbat he had expired ; fiir be opticed not bis 
fiivouiite d(^, who, in. his joy at having thus 
brought him Etsostance, bartced with a loud 
and eager delight, <which most iiave awakened 
him, had be be^i <HiIy steeping. He Kemained, 
however, utterly motionless; although* as bis 
long light hair was bonie upwards with the 
breezy its shadows danced upcn the water be- 
nde which he lay, as if in pdayful mockery of 
death. Sooiwdrop himself seemed at last to 
lose all hope; for after having agwn barked 
close to 1^8 ear, and repeatedly licked his face, 
without effect, he lifted up his divoat, and sent 
forth a long, wailful, and dequiring howl, tbat 
thiilled even to the lioaoms and hearts of the 
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kof^ierp, wvwwHtonwd AS , thfy .were: ta ixhi^t 
Mgr^ HgDp of KDubilky.. . . , 
.. Onet of tbou iMtving teif/td, by. pkifipg. U* 
Mvd.upoB Ceoilt:thBt he wM still wac^, iraiHiiL 
hW >gently upr and tjie. other plestiyEiiUjribe- 
S{)iriQUiilg,lii8 &o&nrith wat^i.be «t lADgjlb 
dovly. recovered ttouaatton* and agvo opeoed 
bis, 9ye», Then the faithful, .Saawdirap leaped 
into; lus' lap) hod his btod uprohis bosmo, and 
a»f)iiued wa^ng his tail, and capesnug him 
with every expcesskm of an iotenaa though ti- 
civtjoy- Cecil, howevw> noiticed'him apt; he 
uttered w>t asyUaUerhU- vacant eyfa aav np- 
thing) aad be was endentty ia a. etate of ati^XHr, 
whicth puzeled the ke^rs how to act, m by 
■vAuLbMoanaba-get hliabacb to The TorHous^for 
Trhidb thdranxiety wasenery moiaent mcrea^i^. 
In this emetigeiuEy, one < of tltom raB up the hill 
with ' tbe-intedtion of- -se^ii^ afisstance, should 
there he ■any peasant's hut at chance-wanderers 
ill' the tmmediatQ vicinSty. He had not roamtid 
fiir,' «^m he fortunately stumbled upoa some 
lead-miners, v/im > were aasily induct, by the 
promise of a handsome )%mun«mtion, te lend 
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biincne^f' their' H^t'-vehJetes for transportiitg 
ore, to which an actiTe ' hOrte was ptvaenftly 
harnessMl'; and a gmSe being sheeted who was 
wdl acc|iiKint«d with the ooantry, they retumwl 
tb th^ epbf i(h«»^ Cecil bad been left. UpM 
'^'IniiAible'cartTtlge, wrth Snowdrop in Ihs lap, 
nhhough hff WRB unconsoeUfl of bin preecmce, 
was he 'borrte back to The Tor House, whiieh 
the gdde's knowledge of the Inlls and road' «n- 
abled^ Aeni to' reach, wftfa much more tixpe£< 
' tion, tbaii ^e terri6efl keepers had appreheHdMl. 
In' the first ebullition ot bis wrath atCeril's 
protracted iftbamce, Sr Lionel had vowed »«»- 
gemde ag^RBt his stteudMits, who had received 
strict ii^uncticos to bring him back «t n fitted 
hbup. 'Traitors aile ever suspicious of treacbei^; 
and, as the moming' advanced without thedr ro- 
turnybetook. it for granted that they had b«»ti 
br%ed -by Dudley's agents, and^hadeeized'thie 
apportBMty of: aBsisting his ward to eaos^. 
Aiter baring made sucb ample and complete 
ais«igement8'for securing a fsvouraUe issue io 
tfte e:j8ani«>atiDn> it stung him to the quick Uwt 
he Bhout4 batbotoYer-readied in the very oiisit 
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of his euceess ; and be 'diepMcbed semints m 
aU directtone to gxlher tidings of the fugitiveti ; 
but the state of the atmosphere, preduding the 
possibility of uiy distant view, had occasioiied 
Aem to return unsuccessful. 

As the time slipped away, his exasperatioD 
became aggravated into a. fury, which had rearh- 
ad its height, when it was suddenly allayed by 
the wdcome intelligence that the wb<^ pA<^7 
had at length made their appearance. From 
the keepers he could not obtain any distinet 
explanation, as to the cause of Cecirs sudden 
jdimiEy ; nor was he, indeed, vety sohcitoue 
about the matter; it was sufficient to htm to 
mark that his faculties had not yet returned; 
for he saw , in this moat opportune and fortunate 
occurrence, a much more effectual means of car- 
rying his point with the comnuBmooers, than by 
all the perjured eridettce that he had taken so 
much pains to suborn. 

Nature had now resumed her ordinary ap- 
pearances ; and the astounded sun-gazers, whp 
had studded the aur&ce of the earth with up- 
ttaiiied eyes, had resumed their customary euK 
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pioym^to and ptrauUs. Tke gimt cdipw had 
pwfed away, unaccmupwiieii by any of these 
perteBtotp^calaimtieBandeonvulHiom, wtuohthe 
^gKf^oue wisards of London had so confideatly 
prt^Qosticftted ; and tbe ctnumtsaoiKn aRivng 
at -The Tor House at two o'clock in the after- 
Dqon, eonformably to their appointment, wwe 
' ushered into the hall of justice, to opeo the 
business of tbe examination. Mudi as he re> 
lied upon the «fiect of Cecil's personal appear- 
ance in bis present state, Sir Lionel determined 
to bring forward all the evidence that had been 
prepared : the parties were aeoordii^Iy examin- 
ed in suceesuqn, and their depositions committed 
to paper, a proceas which occupied some time. 
So DUDmous vere they, imd so full, so directly 
confirmatory t^ Cecil's insanity, by tbe most 
drcumsttuitial statements, that tbe major part 
of the cammisfflonerB -were already satisfied of 
the fact ; although the others, knowing the dia- 
racter and practices of the guardian, and the 
facility with which perjured witnesses might be 
procured, declared that every thing windd de- 
pend iqwn the appearance of the ward himself. 
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whom tbey now demanded to be produced.' He 
was accordingly let ' in, h!s wild and lUgg&rd 
looks sufficiently attesting fUe mental convtll- 
EJpn by which he had been recently ^attereiS, 
although at the present moment he appeared 
ti have sunk into in unconscious stupbr. Thus 
he for some time remained, taking no notice 
of the questions that were put to Km, imtil his 
eye rating upon the horrid inagnia (^ the 
justice-room, which we hk^e formeriy described, 
he' seemed to consider that he wiaif brought there 
as a criibinalj and to coiinect bia present situa- 
tion with tbe harrowing prodigy of the morn- 
ing. In this belief he suddenly hid his face, 
and, uttering a cry of misery, exclaimed, in 
'shuddering accents — "Oh, hide me! hide me'! 
iam guilty: God shuts his eye upon mfc! -I 
tun a doo«i«d and aecui-sed castaway — a Cain 
(HI whom HteYeiihitS set Us brand! Oh, be 
merrafiil, and kill me ' quickly i fat my brwn is 
on fire, and my heart is Withered with anguish." 
These and mraihu- exclamations of terror and 
bewilderment were all that conM be elicited by 
the jAysicians and commis^oners, in answer to 
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^ mp9|i,i«K)thipg ppewbes and.ipqi^rjtes ; an<J 
l^.lusdistr^as iwd aberration qf mud ^eQed tp 
be increased by aicootiauance in .the Itpw-tment, 
d)ey,.flQ«ipaflsipn^eJy. onjered him to beiwith- 
(ijri^wa.,. . , ■ : ■, 

. Bren i^e inost scepti^isl and sui^ious. WeVe 
DOW coDvinced; wh«tevec they might have 
tboiight of tbe wiLDesaesy this endence was con- 
clusive; and they aceordicgly drew up a re- 
port, in which Uiey unanimously declared the 
minor to he a lunati«, recommending the con- 
^inuanoe of his guardian as bi« custodian, '(for 
llie depoaitions bore abuadaat uesMmony t^.his 
humanity mi fitness for the ofiice,) a^d sut^ 
mitring the propriety of his being araied wiM» 
a fuU ppwei to imprisoQ his. wajrd, wtunever 
he shpuld deem it advisable, either for tlfe 
H^ety of the youth himself, or of the king's 
subjects. This report, emttnatioglrom parties 
rwhose char^c^rs were sboyeiaU au$piciov> was 
cunfirm^d by the jQrd .keeper, who imt^ned 
(h^t.lhe Abbot of GJastonburji had .been iip- 
po^d npooj iDind that Dudley yia& . probably 
actuated hy in^rfifiteU: motives or persooal host 
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tility. Aod thus bad the efforts made for 
Cecil's extrication only served to rivet the 
chuns with which his oppressor had hound 
him ; to fix upon him the legal imputation of 
insanity; and to enable the crafty and for- 
midable Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice to triumph 
over all hia enesiies. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Lady ! those charma of etBtelf mien, 
Jn niral shades, on village green. 

But waste their powers : 
Your Qaeen invites ; — & nobler pUce 
Your presence claims, — then come and gnet 

Our courtly bowers. 

Tu£ King of the Hill, more than ever entitled 
to that proud appellation since his recent victory 
had confirmed him in the possession of all hit 
usurped power and property, was thus left at 
leisure to perfect his schemes of vengeance and 
a^randisement. Upon Dudley, now that he 
had driven him to sanctuary, he could not im- 
inediately infiict any further outrage, though he 
took care to keep such charges banging over his 
heaid, as would effectually deter him from 
({uitting the asylum he had chosen : against the 
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the LcH^ Abbot of G]ast<»ibury, he wae ilf% 
atfituriBg a <toBspiraGy of the blackest and. most 
treitclieroua character. Cecil Huiigerfoiid|.aftfiK 
hia »]ov recovery from the Uto aWiDUlg barst 
uf pbrent^r, had sunk iitfo a de«per d^ectioTi 
and d^spondeoc; than ever ; «o that Sir Licwei, 
vbo saw bimaelf fortified, both by lugal sanctiofl 
and by Dudley''s self-imposed impriaonaieiiti 
against any new claiwB on behalf of the poor 
lunatic, as he now aSected to call bint, alaioHt 
ceased to trouble his head about him, leatiag 
hun to the good or bad treatment of bis keepers, 
with the most peremptory orders^ howeYer, ths^ 
they i^ould never lose sight t^him. Thus a 
fcon^d^able time passed away without any ma^ 
terial altetation at The Tor House, whose l<a^ 
and master was daily held in increased detestar 
Uon by all the virtuous ^d the good, slthongh 
their long experience of hia power and fiend-like 
subtlety, and the general oonviotioo, that by 
Bome : tremendous soul-devoting bond he bad 
secured infernal abettors of his villainy, deteired 
even the stoutest, of heart fmtA ventaring 
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'mtUt^beVesiB'mth dtf pothtetB and inviadfaU-M 
tf[^f»Mient. ■ ' '■■ '■ . 1. ' ■ 

An eveM WobhoW ih active progrew «f w 
pahuD6utit, ao stupendous tm inportance, ibof 
k abcdtbed the uhdivided attention of fiunipe. 
The fiiSFOBhf ATiOif bad begun ! The tr^Ie 
ttond wdfld' of thought, which had for b© 
many ages been' chained down in nlent inert- 
melH fey t^eifettera of sup^rstitioo and Ignoraitce, 
was now h«aving and wridiing with tfie ihroM 
of that mi^tyeouVidsion, by which it wasKMMi 
to burst asbnder its adamantine shackles, to 
■hakifr ttff and topple down to the ground t^e 
Aecamutated bigotries, abuses, |)r^udioes, and 
scarlet abominatioDB that had so long oppressed 
and defiled it, and to stand erect, that it might 
contemplate heav6n In the majesty of freedom, 
purity, and truth. " Germany fir&t broke the 
spell 1^ misbegotten fear, and gave the watch- 
word; biif England joined the shout, and 
^hoied it back' with her' inland voice, from her 
thousand cliffs nod crtiggy shores, in a larger 
and a louder strain. With that cry the Genitn 
td Great Britain rose, and threw down the 
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gauntlet to the nations.'^ From the Uut, 
cupidity, and corruption — ^from the vices an4 
depravities of Henry VIII. and his Court,— 
perhaps the most degraded specioiens of huow- 
nity that modern times had offered, — ftmB 
these poisonous elements did Heaven, t^ a 
beautiful moral alchemy that claims our adm^ 
ration not less than our gratitude, extract that 
inestimable elixir of reformed Chiistiaiuty, 
which effected more in a few yeiu^ towards 
ennobling sad advannng the human race, than 
all that had been accomplished since the birth 
of Christ. 

So shrewd and ambitious a. character as Sir 
Lionel Fitsmaurice, was not likely to be slow 
in perceiving the advantages which hia own 
numerous projects might derive from this state 
of things, nor to be scrupulous in availing 
himself of them. Cardinal Woisey, whatever 
pride and rapacity may attach to his name as & 
prelate, was certainly the most zealous and able 
minister that Henry ever possessed, and has 

* Hazlitt'a " Lectures on the Dramatic Literature oT 
tlie Ag« of Elinbetb," p. ^S, 
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neva- been Eafficiently pnated for the benefit 
<nal control that he seeme to hare exercised 
over the vicious passions of hts master. Daring 
bis admittistTntiott, the King's conduct bad been 
comparatiTely unobjectionable ; but he was now 
dead, and the monarch began to exhibit that 
headstrong tyranny, which the want of all sub- 
sequent check and restraint soon suffered to 
lipm into an ungovernable indulgence in the 
most monstrous cruelties and enormities. 
Having secretly determined upon the suppra^ 
sion of the monasteries, he was at this moment 
collecting evidence for tbejustiiication of the 
measure, and listening to alleged abuses, with 
a predispou^n to believe every thing that 
might accelerate the dissolution,- and expedite 
the grand object of his rapacity — the plunder 
of the religious estaUisbments. Here was a 
fine opening for Sir Lionel (who foresaw the 
royal intuitions) to advance himself, and, at the 
same time; ruin his moat haled enemy, the 
Abbot of Glastonbury, by endeavouring to fix 
ufipn him such ipiputations as might for ever 
sully a name, which hod be«t hitherto con> 
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nected with' all tbat'WAs wortliy 6t reverence 
far *ailrtity, leftniingi and' virtue; Could^Tl* 
become ihstrttniental In fte destruclinn of the 
Abbey, he ' doubted not that he should be 
allowed to p^tidpate in its plunder ; and thtis 
actuated by the double motives of cupMity arid 
revenge, he began to organize his plots, cabals, 
Mid perjuries; and made from time to time 
such secret communications to the government 
fts were deemed not less important than ic- 
oeptable. 

To none were they more welcome than to thi 
King bimself, who bore a spedal grudge against 
the abbot, not only ttn account of the respect 
which his hitherto unsullied character, and the 
unimpeachable conduct of liis monks, were cal- 
culated to extend over all other institutions 
of the samfe nature, but on account of cer- 
tain conscientious scruples entertained by him, 
which the imperious monarch chose to stigma- 
tize as evidences of contumacy and disaffection. 
Henry was now making one of his progresses 
in the West of England with his queen, Anna 
Boleyn, when, finding that his route was briiig- 
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ipg hiiti' into .tfa« .yic^t^y. of ^]^sl<n)})ury;, j^ 
^sc^Ted to a sudikaficli of,(Hij(i^ to.piaj,^ vi«j 

t9 ^ir,J^pn^l, althou^ he bad a complacent 
l^wPectJoD . of bun as a distioguiahed.joust^ 
pt.tilt and tOHrnant^t) and was well pleated 
with bis reo^nt oominuDicatione, as for the pur- 
pose of collecting further infortnation,, and (ff 
i^ewiog^ without vi^ting, the noble abbe;, 
whose archit|ectund beauties had been jso uni- 
versally eulogized. To bis impetuous. tea>- 
pefament , th^ whim of the moment afforded «• 
gratification, unless it could be iostantly ez^ 
puted^, and be would have immediately turned 
his hone's bead in the direction of GUaatonbuj^^ 
but that be found hi«. numerous train and (sa^ 
yalcade could not posablj reach it before sif^U 
.fall. As it was, ,he «}nteQted himself with 
diapatchiog bis fayourjte Sjr Anthony Denny, 
to announce bis intention of bonouring The 
Tor House with a viwt on. the following morur 
)^g> ^ commission vhich a fleet gelding enabled 
hiifi,'to execute in half the time tbat.woi^d have 
been req^uired by the royal party, accompanied 
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u it wss by a troop of fcgonale attendasts,' and 
beBvUy-Iaden horses. 

Sir IJooed was startled bj the unexpected 
intelUgeace, and knowing his own Dimerous 
tnal-practices, and the King's summary method 
of dispatching offenders, he was vefaemeotiy 
disposed to put a lister emstruction upon the 
occurrence, until re-assured by Sir Anthony, 
who declared that he had heard his royal master 
make most gracious mention of him on the day 
before, and recall with much complacency the 
great tilting-match, at which, in his earlier life, 
he had htmoured Sir Lionel with his own speciat 
notice, and dubbed bim his cham|nun. Sir 
Anthony was further instructed to state that 
no refreshments need be provided, tor whicb, 
indeed, the Bh<^iieBB of the notice hardly 
afforded an opportunity, as it was the King" 
intention only to remain &r an hour or two, 
to allow some respite to the horses, when He 
would proceed to the Wells, where arrange- 
ments had been made for his dining. Every 
apprehension being dissipated by this stateOMot, 
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Sir Ujaaei, only ooniideriDg fasw tht eTeot 
might be turned to hia own adviintigy, pnv 
oeeded immediately to Lady FitzBttuHce, to 
whom lie commufiieKtod the unfomeen ho- 
Dour intended them by' the kii^. The cdoor 
mdunted rapidly into her cbeeks at his rental, 
aad ber consternation seemed to be contioudly 
insreasjiigi un^ he arriTcd at that part of the 
raesGag« whieh abiolved them from providing 
H^ refreshments, when, forgetting her ctisto- 
mary respect in her joy at the intelligenGe, she 
tBterrupted her husband, by clapping ho- haad* 
two or Uiree times, and exdaiminj^ — " booe 
deua I htme deus t — nov goodnets be [Hsised, 
for truly we should be eaten out of house uid 
home, and ruined outright, by such a troop 
of dainty damsels and bearded pottle-suckers, 
whom, I warrsnt me, nothing would like but 
the stately pie, with a bcak^ of chameco, or 
Malmsey and Romney sack, at a billing the 
gpiUon. Marry ! we have had enough of feasts 
for one while, I trow, with those deep-mouthed 
Ims-pot minstrels, who swallow«d more of our 
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strong .ale thlWi they oan pa;p uA for in nunt^ 
were they to ecrape cat-gut or blow ihawim tkOi 
dponisclfff." 

" Though Wb grace honourua not so fkp m' 
t» dine with ue," saidSir LicAel, "it Jnay 
j^easurs his highness to 'port&ke tone li^t' 
repart." 

" Lackaday, Sir Lionel, then is no making H 
light repast for lo lieavy a stomach as his. A ' 
light repiast forsooth ! Grainerey t he isno (otty 
shillmg fiorereign, I promise ye, hut one whoM^ 
mouth 'Ciumot be filled without emptying your 
purse. He is neither chuff nor churl to deem' 
salted hake, bran-bread, and a trendier oif mata- ' 
mocks a feast for an alderman; but whether it . 
bfrscamlyng days or leatvn days be must have' 
swans and venison, cranes and curlews, while 
nothing worse must he tipjde, God help usl' 
than spiced hippocras out of the great silvM' 
pot." 

" Notwithstutdtng the whic^, Madam, it is 
my good pleasure that a repast be strai^tway 
provided for him ; not a banquet, indeed, but 
such goodly, pleasant, and becoming cheer, as it 
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[pji^ befit tW King' to Teceiv6,-aiid'6ir'IjoDd- 
VfteHMume to:Dff«r.". . 

" Now marry, Heaven and good Yionaewiitay 
hrhidl je Bay.it'bHt to Antf; me, f«r by my 
h^Mame there ia notfaiag witliin tbe vails but 
salt§d cod apd Img, Atoka of brawn, gammons 
of bacon, some hachins,* and powdered beef ; 
tbcre woft a ventKHrpasty, indeed, but it was 
hjilf eaten for. thu morning's <linnw, and of last 
week^ bwclt nothing remains but the shanks and 
uBables,'f^ which I had put aside for the doj^" 

^''X have told you my will. Madam, and I 
dwrs you' to ob^ it. If there be nothing else . 
in The Tor House, there is mcoidy, which aball 
qsicklystead us to do our need. Wherefore to 
the buttery, to the spicery and chaundry ; and 
bestir- ye qukildy, while I give otdera to the 
steward and the cook, that they may di^iatch 
yeomen in all directions, to purvey for us in the 
Eiug''s name." — 

VNay, Sir Licnel, if it be your good plear 

* Great sausages. 

+ These were Rometimes made into a pye fiw the 
domestic^ wheoce |Jje m^pbor of eating umble-pf e. 
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Bure to hsve it dooe, ye shall ever find me 
buxom to your vill. Well-a-day, well-a-d^y ! 
what a coil and a cost will now be toward, and 
where, I marvel, is all this scattering to end !** 
At these words she walked sorrowfully out of 
the ap^tmeut, while Sir Lionel hastened to 
^ve the necessary orders, first directing that 
Cedl should be instantly contiDed to his old 
prison in the great tower, and kept closely 
immured until after the departure of the royal 
visitant 

^Idom had The Tor House witnessed a more 
busy and bustling night than this. Ladj 
Fitzmaurice, secured against all maculations by 
her canvass apron, and with a—face reddened 
by fidgeting and fatigue, wag seen or heard in 
every quarter, calling aloud upon Joan, Meg, 
Kate, Cecil, and Grace, or the dilfereot officers 
<^ the household, to know what was wanted ia 
the respective departments, that she might take 
an account of every thing delivered out; ear- 
nestly exhorting them to be thrifty, and to have 
a shrewd eye to the royal grooms and varlets, 
who were no honester than those of other folks. 
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Ifcatrice, flattered at the prospect of appearing 
bclfore all the young and gay gallants that 
iisually figured in the King's train, va.% in deep 
consultatifm with her tirewoman, as to the most 
appi'opriate jewels and garments to be selected 
for such an important occasion, her father ha- 
ving signified his wish that she should appear 
-with all beconung magnificence. Sir Lionel 
sate by himself in his own apartment, cogitating 
d^p schemes for ingratiating himself with the 
King, and advanung his plots for the destruc- 
tion of the abbot. Captain Basset, who had 
now recovered the use of his sword-arm, was 
'6u8y in furbishing up a dress suit of regimen- 
tals, whose quondam splendour had been some- 
^at tarnished by time and neglect ; or in 
drilling, arming, and arranging such of the 
servants as were destined to form, a sort of roytd 
guard, and fire off their harquebusees v^pon the 
King's arrival. Doctor Wrench, anticipating 
ttothing less than instant promotion by the dis- 
fAay bf his classical attunments, sale up the 
-Nthol^ n^t composing and ledming by heart a 
*ifast'flsming and flattering oritiOn. Cecii, the 
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rightful owner of the cstablisbnieat, was the 
only person within it who remained in unoccu- 
pied ignorance of the intended visit. Entow- 
ered in bis lofty prison, and prevented from 
sleeping by the various sounds of preparaiion 
from the buildings below, he was left to lose 
himself in vain conjectures as to the cause of 
this unusual hubbub, until long after midni^t, 
when the noises having at length subaded, and 
the wearied inmates retired to rest, he was 
enabled to forget his wrongs, his sufferings, and 
surmises in undisturbed slumber. 

On the following morning, al] eyes were bent 
towards the road by which the illustrious visit- 
ants were expected to make their approach, long 
before there were any signs of their appearance. 
They were at lei^th seen, forming with their at- 
tendants a long and motley line, that resembled 
an oriental caravan. Such was the scarcity of 
domestic comforts in those days, that when no' 
blemen moved from one residence to another, 
they generally carried with them arrae to Iiang 
on the naked walls of their castles, as well as 
thdr wardrobes, a portion of their furniture, and 
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evra their household utensili. Id the UDcer- 
tainty ot meeting even the most ordinary accom- 
modations upon their route, it may be auppoaed 
that the court, upon one of these progresset, 
must necessarily be attended by a trwn of alarm- 
ing longitude. Coaches were then unknown, 
nor were the roads, especially in these remoter 
provinces, at all adapted for such fra^le vehi- 
cles. The most distinguished ladies rode upon 
palfreys, on pillions, or in horee>litters, which 
were a sort ot palanquin, whose long project- 
ing double poles were slung like shafts, upon 
one horse before, and another behind. Such 
was the conveyance chosen, upon the present 
occasion, for the Queen, who had been for some 
time slightly indisposed, and was travelling to 
the Wells for the benefit of her health. 

First was discerned the royal party, consisting 
oinly of the King and Queen, with their imme, 
diate friends and attendants, all the rest of the 
cavalcade and train being ordered to keep con- 
coderably behind, to prevent annoyance from 
the dust. Even at a distance, the illustrious 
quality of the foremost company was ea^y re- 
■ 2 
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co^nisuble, by the flickering plumes and sjdendid 
dresses of the ridersj «a well aa by the sparkling 
trap^ngs of the horses, which Hashed and glit- 
tered in the sun. Next came the knights, 
squires, and gentlemen, with some erf the Queen's 
female attendants mounted upon pillions ; and 
the band of music, which, as well as the court 
jester, invariably accompanied the King in his 
progresses ; and lastly were seen the numerous 
servabts and attendants of all sorts, with sump* 
ter-horses and mules, laden with the royal appa- 
ratus for hunting, hawking, and shooting, and 
an endless variety of packages, whose names and 
contents it would be impossible to enumerate. 
A comet, irradiating the whole heavens with his 
fiery tail, conld not have excited more sensation 
among the rustics of Somersetshire, than the 
apparition of such a grand and royal pageant, 
flaunting at full length along their quiet and 
sequestered meads. 

When the king and his company at 'length 
reached the gate-house, Captain Bflssefs guard 
of honour fired off their harquebusses, and drew 
u^ *)ti' either side to Salute him as he passed. 
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while Sir Lionel's band struck up a royal flou- 
rid; and Id this manner his grace, who rode 
foremost, was proceeding towards the causeway, 
when Doctor Wrench, starting into the middle 
of the road, and throwing himaelf into an orato- 
rical attitude, compelled the kingto pull up his 
horse rather suddenly. The pedagogue's ruff 
was stiffly starched, his beard trimmed into a 
square shape, bis pickerderant sprinkled with 
rose-water, his left hand heM Ihs cap, bis right 
hand was outstretched, and in this ftninal atti- 
tude, lifting up his'twinkling eyes to the kin^, 
he began with a string of epithets, which he in- 
tended to be IrveBistibty flattering to the royal 
ear. — *' Quemadutodiimjlt^x clementiBnme, ex> 
cellentissime, invictissime, illustrtaaime, glorio- 
siseime, potentissime, celassime, sacratissime, 
serenisaime^— •Heaven knows how many more 
"ttstjw**" he might have collected out of hn 
Bupertative Latin authoritjesj had he not been 
interrupted by the King, who, whatever might 
be bis claim to the former appellatiiHis,' had cer- 
tainly none to the last, for he had already waxed 
v^emently wroth. He bad a singular imtipathy 
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lUtiTe or deformed petaoaages. Sir Ralpb 

Sadleir being the only little man be was ever 
knowa to favour; — he bated a surpiise that 
made him so suddealy check his hone; — he 
was hot and dusty, and anxious to reach the 
bouse ;— under the influence <^ which combined 
- feelings, he exclaimed with an angry frown — 
" Avaunt I avaunt ! what ? are we to stand in 
the sun, that thou mayeat prit us with thj que- 
madmodiims and quapropters ?" 

So saying, he was preparing to ridt^ forward, 
but . the pedant valued himself infinitely too 
much upim his Latinity to lose so glorious an 
opportunity for its display ; be cv«i (wesum^ 
to allude to the king's frown, and, dropinng 
his right arm, white the left was incontinently 
thrust up as its substitute, he continued — 
V Etsi ctHiscius sum, Bex clementissime, nihil 
me dixisse quod serenisums fronti tuas 
nebulam inducere debeat, acerbissimo tauien 
dolore — ^'' 

"Ha! say'st thouP What!" interrupted 
the . King, in furious dudgeon, " did I not 
give thee the avaunt ? Avoid ! thou beast, ttv>u 
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kol, tbou caitiff dwuf, or by Holy Mary, I 
ride over thee!" — Spurring his horse at the 
moment, be would inftUibly have executed 
his threat, had not the discomfited and erest- 
faHen pedant slipped nimbly aside, wd taken 
refuge iu the gate-house, leaving the cause- 
way open for the uninterrupted pn^ress of 
the royal carakade. The ludicrous terror 
and rapidity, with which the doctor had at 
length bolted out of sigbt, seemed in some 
degree to have restored the King's good- 
bumour; for, ae he arrived at die principal 
entrance, where Sir l^onel, with hia wife and 
daU|^ter, and a richly decorated retinue, were 
waiting to recave him, he exclaimed with a 
gradous smile, ** Ha ! Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice, 
what ! still the same comely presence— still the 
same tall and prt^r man-alarms P Time has 
been afrud to ^pfde with thee; for, beshrew 
the while ! some heavy years have passed since 
I chid thine over-thwart father, and dubbed 
thee my champion of the bar." 

Sir Lionel's nostrils dilated, and his beard 
moved up> as he ground his teeth together in 
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supprcMed anger ; for even from the King he 
could not bear this alluuoa to his illej^tiiiiste 
birth. . Bowing hit head to conceal his eiDotioD, 
Henry noticed his scar, and continued — " Ha ! 
I r^nember, they t<^ me thou wert sore 
wounded ; but, by St. John BaptiBi I 1 weened 
not it was bo perilous a gash. Was it not in a 
border incuruon, when the Scots unexpectedly 
struck alarum, and bade battle, somewhere in 
Glendale f" 

" Not in Scotland, but in Northumberland, 
at the fight of Flodden Hilt, so please your 
grace." 

" True, true, when you were knighted on the 
field by the Earl of Surrey : in good sooth it 
likes me right well. Sir Lionel, to see thee of 
such hearty cheer, and bestowed in so goOdly a 
mansion with such a fair and worshipful array." 

Assisted by Lady Fitzmaurice and her daugh- 
ter, the Queen had no^ alighted from her littw, 
and the royal pair, with their immediate follow- 
ers, were ushered into the house, Henry fixing 
his eyes with a look of eager admiration upon 
Beatrice, by whose fine stature and commanding 
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Style oi beauty he appeared to be not a little 
struck. 

The King had tio soouer washecl, and quaffed 
a cup of li^t French wine, than he denred 
private speech of his hiM, and declaring that 
he was warm with riding, and should prefer the 
open air to a close chamber, he was led forth 
to the Terrace, where he familiarly took Sir 
Lionel's arm, and walked up and down for 
some time, conversing on the subject of the 
abbot's alleged delinquencies, and occasionally 
stopping to view the venerable abb^, whose 
wide domains, forming a fur and fertile land- 
scape, stretched almost as fair as the eye could 
reach. Sir Lionel had taken care to provide 
himself with such communications as he knew 
would be acceptable. He bad discovered new 
misdemeanours and contumacies of the abbot, 
and he placed in tbe King's hands a reDt-TOll 
of the royalties, lordships, manors, lands, tene- 
ments, woods, parks, fisheries, and other he- 
reditaments belonging to the estabfishment, 
tf^ther with an inventory of the plaM^ jew^, 
and rich effects, williiil the abbey inelf. Thi» 
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the King reid over «ith great apparent satift- 
faction, and having put it in hiit pocket, and 
dianked his host for his zeal and good aer- 
vicea, they returned to the manaoD. 

" Though Sir Anthony Denny brought me 
your grace^B commwids bot to provide a din- 
ner," said Sir Lionel ; " yet, deeming that it 
might not miglike your highness after so long 
a lide, I have ventured to order such a poor 
and light collation, as may better befit the 
■canty time allowed to us, than either our own 
good wishes, or your grace's royal dignity.*^ 

" Ha ! say'st thou. Sir Lionel ? is there good 
cheer toward? Now, marry, God and St 
Mary forhid that we should put you to this 
trouble, and not do honour to your catering, 
however scant it may be. By my faith, it likes 
roe well, and you have our thanks for your hoA- 
pitable bearing ; for to make good traveling, 
the rider sbould ever betake himself to the re- 
fsctory when the horse finds lus way to the 
crib. How says your grace F" He contiiiHed, 
addressing himaelf to the Qaec». ** We.have 
yet some miles to ride ere dinner ; and it wsne 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



TBB TOM, BILL. 8S 

not wdl far aae in ailiag beskli to be b>o long 
« faster." 

" I am erer ready to do your higbness't 
pleasure," r^>lied the Queen t " bat nwtlmiks 
we diould awut tbe presence of our good hos- 
tess, who has just 1^ us, and will doubtless 
be of quick return." 

" If it so please you, madamt my dai^httf 
shall fill her place, and be your hostess,** said 
Sir Liooel ; who never considered his wife as 
of the smallest consequence, and was, indeed, 
better pleased to be without her company. 

" I cannot have a furer or a more becoming 
one," replied the Queen with a gracious smile ; 
and jdadng her arm within Beatrice's, she 
walked forward, tbe King and the rest of tbe 
company following her into the eating apart- 
ment. J^ady Fitamaurice, who had absented 
herself to superintend tbe serving up of tbe 
repait, and the last delivery of spices, plate, and 
wine, remained de^Iy absorbed in issuing 
ordcTt and recommending economy, until she 
toamt diat the royal jwrty had left the cedar 
pariour, when she set off hastily to overtake 
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them. The canvas aproot which Bhe had ud- 
wittingly worn id her first appearance before 
Dudley, had indeed been discarded ; but the 
large bunch of keys which she had recently 
fastened to her ^rdle, remained there still; 
although their loud jingling would inevitably 
have reminded her of the inadTerteDce, had not 
her thoughts and senses been wholly engrossed 
by the multifarious articles she had just been 
serving out. 

" Why, how now, Sir Lionel," cried the 
King, as ^e entered the raara in a. jog-trot, 
which gave the company the full benefit of her 
musical key»— " is your good dame so prone 
to pUy truant, that she must make known her 
steps by her jingling, like a packer's horse, ot 
a shepherd's bell-wether." 

The company laughed aloud, for royal jokes 
are infallible provocatives to risibility: Beatrice 
blushed deeply with mortification and aqger ; 
Sir Lionel, by a significant glance at the noisy 
appendages, at length drew his wife's atttelioli 
to thfi cause of the general mirth, when die 
hastily deposited them in her pocket, tatd 
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curtsying deeply to the Queen, exclaimed — 
" La you now ! I had clean forgotten then, 
for the which I humUy crave pardon : but I'm 
sure your grace is too good a housewife your- 
self not to take special care of the keys; for 
fast bind fast find, is an old saw and a 
good : and there would be rare waste, I pro- 
mise ye, at The Tor House, were there not 
some one to turn the lock, and keep a hawk's 
eye upon our unthrifty varlets." 

The Queen complimented her with great good 
humour, upon these evidences of her household 
wisdom ; and the whole party proceeded to ad- 
dress themselves to the repast, with a zeal that 
promised to render the dinner bespoken for 
them at the Wells, an almost superfluous meal. 
"How, Sir Lionel; what!" cried the King-~ 
" call you this a light and poor collation ? 
Beshrew my heart, if it be not a goodly feast 
and a dainty; and I much marvel how, upon 
such short warrant, you have so temptingly 
fumi^ied forth your board. Forsooth, your 
good dame must needs be a shrewd and stirring 
cateresa." 
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Amnyed, and even alarmed, as Lady Fitz- 
matirice had been, at the probable expense af 
entertaiaing the King, her hoepitaUe feeliiigs, 
now that the board was spread, had not oD!y 
banished this recollection, but had completely 
removed the apprehension and awe, which, 
under Miy other circumstances, she would have 
felt towards so august an assemblage as the pre- 
sent Still further encouraged by the King^ 
allusion to herself, she ventured to reply to the 
observation addressed to Sir Lionel, by exctum- 
ing: "Nay, by my sooth, we have spared 
neither care nor cost; and I trust it may 
like your good grace to eat heartily, for truly 
you are right welcome. May it please you to 
taste these red-rose apples, which are of rare 
size and quality ; and, by the mass ! they had 
good need to be so, for every one of them cost 
a silver shilling.' 

" Methinks this venison frumenty," s^d the 

Queen, " is finer and more smooth than has 

ever been served up to me by the royal cooks." 

" Ah, if your grace would do as I do," cried 

Lady Fitzmaurice, " you would ever have it 
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as gopd ; ftw I tniat oeitbca- veodi oor ytAet, 
wbo are too idle to stamp the wheat knig 
enough, unless I stand over them while they 
bray it with the pestle. Is your grace's a 
marble mortar, or one of iron P" 

l/ikdisinayed by the laugh occaamied by this 
ioquiry, which, indeed, she deemed much too 
serious a matter to provoke risibility ; and not 
noticing the displeasure of Sir Lionel and 
Beatrice, she continued : — " X am glad to see 
this pomm&citroD Ukes your grace so well; it 
is of my own preserving, and I can give you 
the rec^pt. Bone Deus ! see how heartily bis 
good hif^ness feeds upon yonder hens in 
bruette ! Forsooth, your, grace should ever 
[»ovide him some, for they are soo^ prepared, 
and cheap. You take the hens, and scald 
them, cut them in gobbets, and seethe them 
with pork, pei^r, ginger, and bread ; temper 
it up with ale, ctdoar it with saffron, seethe it 
togtfher, and serve it forth. Ah, by my hoU- 
dame I I see the King has a cuDning ai^l a 
dainty tooth, for he has now betaken himself 
to the wardeoB in paste, which it were wdl your 
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grace should also knnv faoir to fiimuh^ for him 
after the best fabhlon. Pare yonr wardens, cut 
out the core, stop the h(^ with sugar and 
powdered ginger, couch dieni in a coffin of 
paste, cover them, and let them hake. If you 
bav« not sugar enou^, you may take boney; 
but then you must add powdered pepper to 
the ginger* 

The King, whohad been hitherto too eag^ly 
engrossed with the viands before him to attend 
to any thing else, had no sooner allayed his 
appetite, than, observing the weak side of his 
hostess, he amused himself by drawing out all 
her culinary lore, to the ^regions satisfaction 
of the courtiers, and the fH-oporoonate annoy- 
ance of Sir Lionel and his daughter. Soon 
wearied, however, of this pastime, he started 
up, and proposed that th«y should return to 
the parlour, whefe they had only remained 
a few minutes when the impatient monarch 
declared that it was time to depart, and ordered 
the horses to be got t-eady. Before this could 
be accomplished, a Sudden and heavy rtun set 
in, which precluded the possibility of travel- 
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ing, and pronused to be of do short continu- 
ance. Observing the vir^nale in the parlour, 
and anxious to siBUce the King, who initantly 
became spleenful and peevii^ under the smsllest 
disappoiatment of hia purposes, the Queen toofc 
JBeatrice's hand, and, leading her to the inatru. 
ment, requested her to pky to tbem. 

In the huny of Dudley's departure from The 
Tor House, he had left behind him a book at 
Joequin's Frendi songs, all of which Beatrice had 
Uarnt by heart ; and die selected one of them 
fm- the present occasion which happened to have 
been a great fivoorite with the Queen, when she 
was yet a girl, and rending at the court of the 
French king, Francis the Kret. Many yeara 
had elapsed lince she had heard it, and it 
cc»ijured up a t?ain <rf delicious youthful re- 
collectkms, associated with her happy days, in 
the pleasant country of France, which at once 
soothed and saddened her heart, now that she 
had been Irag enough married to fed that the 
King's wife was only a splendid slave, and that 
she had been much happier in her early obscu- 
rity than in her present grandeur. She made 
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Beatrice play over the whole co!l«ctioa, every 
toog, M it awakcDed some new scene that had 
long Iain dormant in her memory, being listen- 
ed to with fresh delight, and increasing her 
predilection for the performer, who had thm, as 
if by magic, raised up the ^ost of her youth- 
ful hapfunesB — willingly would she have encored 
every ditty, but altbou^ (he rain bad not yet 
entirely ceased, the King was becoming impa- 
tient to be gone. Aionghabitofeelf-indulgence 
having exhausted all the gratifications that life 
could afford, he was ever haunted by satiety 
and ennui, while in the vain hope that tua 
unpleasant sensations might be removed by a 
mere change of locality, he exhilnted a perpe- 
tual restlessness. So little could he brook disap- 
pointment, that be was even angry with the 
elements for detaining him, and the Queen too 
will knew bis irascible temper to propose any 
longer delay. Deurous, however, to protract as 
long as possible her separation from Beatrice, 
with whom she was ungularly pleased, she in- 
vited her to accompany them on horseback to 
the Wells, during the ride to which place her 
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companion so much gained upon her affections, 
that she di&patched a messenger to the Tor 
House, requesting her father^s permission to 
retain his daughter vith her, w lonf; as the 
royal party should remain in Somersetshire. 
Sir Lionel gladly comj^ed, nor was he less gra- 
ti6ed at signifying his thankful acquiescence, 
when, in a few days, the queen sent a messenger 
to announce to him that she had given Beatrice 
on apptHDtment about her person, and proposed 
that ^e should accompany the court to London- 
He knew that she would have much better 
opportunitiea of advancement under such exal- 
ted patronage, than any that she aiuld expect 
at home ; nor was he ivithout hope that she 
might obtain sufficient influence to assiEt his 
own projects of further spoliation and aggran- 
disement. For Beatrice herself, it is needless to 
state that she vras delighted beyond all measure 
at this unexpected and sudden change in her 
fate. Accustomed from her infancy to consider 
splendour and exalted station as the sole objects 
of a dignified ambition, and the infallible dis- 
pensers of happiness, she deemed an appoint- 
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ment about the Queen's person, and a residence 
in a royal palace, as the very summit of human 
felicity : under the influence of which impres- 
sions she set off for the metropolis, her heart 
Bwellinjir with a thousand undefined autidpa- 
rions of gMety and glory. 

Paramount as hod been Sir IJonel's previous 
sway, it was confirmed into a still more indis- 
putable supremacy by these occurrences. The 
assembled neighbourhood, collected by the news 
of the King^s visit to The Tor House, had seen 
him walking arm in arm with the monarch in 
confidential communication, upon the terrace; 
it was naturally conjectured that he would 
possess quick and easy access to the royal ear 
by means of his daughter; and, however op- 
pressive might be his future measures, there 
seemed to be no use in struggling against hik 
tyranny ; no safety but in impliat obedience to 
his will. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A wonun and lo Ml 1— a *iA, 
Yet fieroely geek her hosband's life I 

What pois'nous csoker 
Could thus pervert a female Iieart ? 
Aln I tU maddened by the nnart 

Of jealouB rancour. 

In the midst of the general fear and even awe 
that he inspired, in the very crisis of his appa- 
rent triumph over all his enemies. Sir I^ionel 
himself was struck aghast by mingled dread and 
rage, at another apparition of the strange lady, 
whose previous visits had never failed to affect 
him with similar bursts of passionate emotion. 
Her appearance was, as usual, announced to 
Lady Fitzmaurice by her watchful maid, whose 
oVn curiosity to know the meaning of these 
mysterious and violent interviews at least 
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equalled that of her mistress. Agwn did she 
venture near enough to the door c^ Sir LioneFs 
room to catch the sounds of fierce menace md 
■ngry de6aiice ; og^n had she seen him, alter 
his viffltsnt had retired, summon the lawyer 
to piivate consultation, with every mark of per- 
turbatioD and dtnoay ; and again had she re- 
ported an these appearances, not without cer- 
tain ex^^ieratioas, to ber mistress, whose affec- 
tionate bosom was filled with a thousand vague 
appr^ensions for ber husband^s safety. 

The mystery, however, was now about to be 
solved, and her fears to Hssume a more distmct, 
though not less alarming, form. To ber con- 
stematum not less than her surprise, she was 
told that the strange lady, instead of having 
left the house as usual, was waitiog below, 
and desired to speak with her in prirate. 
Anxious to preserve secrecy in an affiiir which 
seemed so deejay to implicate Sir Lionel, Lady 
Fitzmaurice desired that she might be conducted 
to her own room, vrhere she awaited the lady's 
coming with the most intense anxiety, every 
presentiment assuring her that she was about to 
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ceceive Bome Btartling and terrible intelligenee. 
What it might be, she could not possibly coojec- 
ture, mltfaough ever; moment of the thrilling 
su^KOK, that preceded the appearance of her 
vinEaDt, gave some new direction to lier fears. 
At I^igth approaching footsteps were heard ; 
tier heart beat tumultuously at the sound; and 
when the door opened, and she stood up to re- 
eave her visitant, her bosom heaved with such a 
vehement agitation that she was utterly unable 
to speak. With a pale and agitated face, and 
her eyes still angrily sparkling frtNU the effect 
of her recent intetview with Sir Lionel, the 
stranger walked slowly into the room, |daced 
herself in a chair, and with the air of a superior 
addieasing (me of lower . rank, intimated by ber 
gestures, that Lady Fitzmaurice also migbt be 
seated, — a permisoon which was c/beyed in si- 
leacG. The maid still remained in the room, 
lm»ly employed about the clothes-press, though 
without making the smalleBt noise, in the ap- 
parent hope that her presence would be un- 
noticed V but the stranger, looking at her with 
a haughty frown, pmnted to the door, and 
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waved her hand that she should begone. The 
gesture was too imperatiTe to be disobeyed, 
and the abigail reluctantly withdrew, when the 
stranger having arisen to bolt the door, reBumed 
her seat, and proceeded thns to address her 
wondering oonrpanion : — 

" You need not, madatn, eye me with a look 
so keen and searching ; you know me not, nor 
is it likely that you should, for I have moved 
above you. It has liked me well to leani, that 
in your present station you have demeaned 
yourself with a humble and a lowly bearing, 
as one who knew her birth, and I am therefore 
right glad that I have delayed the tidings I 
bring you, tiH you could hear them with un- 
tninglcd joy. I have a communication to make 
that will fill your heart with content and.glad- 
someness. I need not teU you, — for you must 
have deeply felt them,— the many wrongs 
hea|fed upon you by Sir Lionel, the contempt 
in which he holds you, your insigniiicance in 
this house, the alienation of his affections (if, 
indeed, he ever valued aught but ybur fortune,) 
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aod the publio BCandal with which he scatters 
tfab, as well as his other spcdU and robberies, 
upon an overbold and wasteful paramour, 
whom he hatb dared to set up in the house of 
tite man he murdered — the late Lord Daw- 
beney." 

" Alack ! alack I are these the pleasant tid- 
ings I was to hear ?" cried Lady Fitzroaurice-— 
" they may be sooth, as to my sorrow I fear 
they be ; but how are they to solace my sick 
heart, or bid it be of good cheer ?" 

" Because, madani, I come to restore to you 
your liberty ; to enable you to retain your for- 
tune ; to set you free from tlie man whom you 
most hate, by proving to you that he is not your 
husband." 

" How I not my husband P may gracious 
heaven and all good ^gels forbid it I what mean 
youP" 

" Prytheej good madam," replied the stran- 
gerwith a contemptuous expression, "whylook 
you thus aghast ? why does the colour quit your 
cheek ? and why cling you to ,the chair a? if you 
feared to fall ?" 
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'*■ ^oe Deus I Booe Deua ! how can jou ask 
me sucti 8 tioodeas question? know you. not 
that lam the "Lady Fitzmauiice P" 

"I know that you have borne the name: I 
congratulate you that you will do so no longer; 
for with shame and anger do I make the degrad- 
ing avowal that / am the Lady Htzmaurioe, 
the first, the imly lawful wife of Sir Lionel I 
Nay, madam, start not, but listen to me, al- 
though it irks me to the vety soul to tell my 
ta)e. It is a strange one, and will show still 
more so when I tell you that I am a Bt^un, — 
one of thM ancient aad right nob)e&mily, whom 
name was never contaminated until I was wcm, 
Heaven knows by what blind and fond delustim, 
to wed the base-born adventurer, the knave as 
well as villain, that bears the name (^ Sir Lionel 
Fitzmaurice. His wrpnga, his infidelity, his 
iasults — (holy St. Mary ! insults to a BcJrun, 
and from such a harlot's son as this!)— ^heee 
were endured for a short Ume, but they have 
never been forgotten. We parted in bitter 
wrath; and in the pestUence that soon after 
ravaged England, 'twas bruited about that. I 
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hai died'. Nay, I gate It out ' so ' myself, for I 
was ashamed of-the ifishonour I had broug]it 
upon my family. — I discarded the base name of 
my htisband ; resumed that which belonged to 
my illuBtAOilff ancestors; and stationing spies 
about Sir Lionel, even in his household, who 
should report to me his daily doings, I retired 
into obscurity, where I had at length the delight 
to learn that he was married." 

" Now wel}-a-day t well-a-day ! madam, if this 
dismal tale be isooth, how -could you feel delight 
that two feHow-creatures ^ould he thus be- 
■trayed; and what could be the modveof such 
cruel conduct?" 

"Re^«nge>""cwed the stranger in a trium- 
-phant voke, st the same time conrulsiTely gfasp- 
ittg the' arm of her companimi, while her eyes 
. flashed, aiod her face became distorted with a 
EM^gnant joy that goVb ^n altogether unnatu* 
Tal appearince to her fbir and delicate features; 
** I should have died with shame and indigna- 
tion, had not my h^rt been nourished with the 
hope of -revenge. Upon this have I lived for 
years, and have only forborne to wreak it, that 
f2 
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I might render it the more' ugnal and over- 
whelmitig. I have waited till his ambititm 
should be gratified, till he should climb up to 
the top of Fortune's vheel, that I might dash 
him down from the greater height, and with the 
more stinging ignominy. The hour is at length 
come— the measure of his iniquities is full, the 
summit of liis glory is gained — and nut even 
the devils with whom he is in league shall stead 
him in this extremity. Is he not a sacrilegious 
dabUer in all forbidden and unholy things ; a 
murdsrer and an usurper ? are not his man> 
sion and all its wide domains the property -tit 
the youth, whom he audaciously imprisons 
in it as a lunatic F has he not, by his de- 
vilish arts, destroyed and plundered, as it 
pleased him P and is he not at this inonieiit 
perched upon the very pinnacle of his pride- 
feared by the whole world, honoured by the 
King, and his daughter made a Queen's compa- 
nion? This is the hour, for which I have so 
long and so impatiently waited. His guilt and 
his prosperity can go no further ; and I have at 
length come forward from my retreat, that I 
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miglit topple him down headlong into the 
dust." 

" Alas, alas ! and have you the heart to do 
UP I care not what may become of myself, 
but Heaven and all good angels forefend that so 
note an evil should betide Sir Lionel. What 
poialty is adjudged him by the law for this 
s&ncer 

*' Death T cried the stranger, striking her 
hand sharply upon a small table beside her, and 
resuming that distorted look of tniimph she 
bad before displayed. " Dost think aught else 
would appease me ? When was a Bohun ever 
known to be insulted, without washing away the 
stain with the blood -of .the ofiender ? He is 
doomed to die, and by the hands of the ctxnmon 
hangman, or I were but half avenged.^ 

Lady FitEoiaurice fdl back in her chur, 
stricken with a profound horror, and gasping 
for breath. Sinking at length at the feet of 
ber visitant, she exclumed in faltering accents, 
" Now, for the love of Christ and his Ueased 
mother, spare him ! — spare him, and fwego 
your dreadful purpose! I will fly from bioi 
and give him up, or do your bidding, whichever 
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vnyittKodi' but iI'iMplore yon, OD-m^'luieeQ 
let not Sit Uoad be thuis igaoniifiDualf dooo" 
tadeath." . . ; ! . : 

" You apei^ Uke it' cbmiV dMigbtw," said 
the stranj^r with a look of 6Df>Ri:;'**had yoa 
a drop, B dngle diDp, of better bkmd in^-^oar 
v«BB, it ttonld long eince hxve b<ulad vith in* 
dignatioo at your wrongs, and you vrduld have 
r^<noed to see tbun thus avenged." 

" I have sworn at God's altar to love aad 
honour hinL* 

" yfhj, so have I, thou tame mdabjedt ro' 
creant I but' these vow^ were redfiBoical, and' 
only binding upon the wife while thrjr were oW 
•erved by the husbtfad. Wben first broken by 
him, my tove was-inrtantly turned to batred« 
my honour lay in the hope of m^eance. Yoo 
have awom to nothing*— your oaths were not 
lega], for he was not, and could notbcf. your 
husband.'" 

*' Oh, then let me clin^ to him and protect 
him as the man whom I once lored— Bs my 
fri«>d— a» the being whom I hope to convent 
from his gialty errors, to.eee him abjure lus 
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BidiebjF- puisiiite, to reEtnlc^ him to bimsdf . and 
HaweB* so dmki if I die firs^ I joaj kftvfl him 
ia the way of salvatioii — if I survive hini, I may 
live in tbe blsised bebef that be is gene bcfoK 
ma to veceive meway and fergiveneM !*' 

" Was ever saeh a mean nod cravltng 
oMuren { Farffveaeaa fat Sir Liond FitKmaa- 
rioe I and' implored by one whom he has thufl 
wronged ! Why, tbou fond fnd, thvu nin{^ 
abject gull, thy head will be engraved to be 
>tuck upon the ballads of Patient GViiele) 
and the hawkers afaailLory tbee about tbe shreets, 
toe the hmiaik spaniel that fawned upon tbe 
Coot that spunted it.'" 

" Aks I alas '. call'me what names you litt* 
bui once maae I implore you not to put Sir 
Ijionel to this extremity and shame ; — if not 
tot my sake, oh, apaxe him for that of Beatrice ! 
You wouhl not make your own dwighter fa> 
therless?" 

- " Did he not make me childless, when he 
tmk her from me ? He left me nothing to 
aune or nourish but my revenge : this have I 
fostered as my chfld, and by this I swear thti 
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Sir Lionel shall do atunemeDt to me and te 
the law by hie death ! My noble relatives are 
all eager to support me, and to tear him down 
bom his usurped eminence ^ the proceedings 
are begun ; the case is .clear ; his doom ia 
sealed; we want nothing but some additional 
evidence of his second marri^e. Notae can 
Bo well funii^ it as yourself: it is for this pur- 
pose I have sought the present interview; for 
your nuptials seem to haVe been secret, and we 
have yet found no witnesset to tlie ceremony. 
You will have a legal summmia to attend upon 
the trial ; and when you hare better recollected 
your wrongs, you will doubtless come f<H:ward 
with alacrity to ro^tain podaes^t) of your 
fortune — to set yourself free from a futhless 
wretch whode^ses and insults you — to avenge 
the numerous victims who have perished by his 
sword or his subtleties— to rid the world of a 
monster by whom it has been too long braved 
and outraged.^ 

At these words she walked disdainfully out 
of- the room, leaving LadyFitzmaurice (whom 
we shall ctmtinue to call by that name) stiU 



.obvGoogle 



THE TOa Hltr. ' 105 

Jcneeling — an attitude froin which, indeed, her 
visitant had never attempted to raise her, and in 
which she remained for some time after her de- 
parture, too much bewildered and stuniied, by 
the intelligence she had heard, to move or spealc. 
No sooner did her recollection return to her, 
than she availed bersdf of her supplicadog 
posture to put up the most fervent prayers 
to Heaven for the preservation of Sir Lionel, 
as well as for his conversion to the ways of 
ri^teousness and stdvation ; and, having in 
soine d^ree allayed her agony by these inter- 

. cessions, accompanied by a flood of tears, she 
threw herself down upon her bed to take counsel 
f^ her own sad thoughts, how she should act in 
Uiis most distressing emergency . 

When the stranger, who passed by the name 
of Mrs. Bohun, and who was indeed what she 
had represented herself to be — the first wife of 
Sir Lionel — had determined to emerge from her 
obscurity and execute her long-cherished pur- 
pose of revenge, she had proceeded with the 

' same wariness and deliberation that had in- 
duced her to postpone the wreaking of her 
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wrath until it c<iuid be done dgnally and effec- 
tually, ^he knew the character with iHlich 
■he had to deal — that he was crafty ajiw'ell as 
audacious, not easy to drcunlTent, still' More 
difficult to intimidate — and she determined, 
therefore, to leave nothing to chaiice; but so 'to 
entangle and book this desperate transgressor, 
that his first atonement to hersdf and to the 
world should be a public and a final one. As 
the law then stood, the ofl^oce of which he had 
been guilty was puni^able by death ; and 
although the perfect ignorance in which it was 
cwnmitted would in these days be a sufficient 
security for the life of so unconscious an 
offender, it offered no such guarantee in the 
time of Henry VIII., when it was difficult to 
say whether tiie l^;al enactments were conceived 
or executed in the more barbarous, vengefUI) 
and bloodthirsty spirit. To guard herself 
against any mitigation of the sentence, she 
waited till a judge was appointed to ttttvel tbiit 
circuit, whom she knew to be personally hostffe 
to Sir Lioud, from his relationship to the Xiord 
Dawbeney, one of his victims, and who had been 
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hemd -to.^edAra, tttat if-he once obtiun«i«Q 
o()2»rtiuMt; of ridding, ^e .wcvkl of liiiQ) he 
Dfovld uke fftad 9^ that h^ Bbould Hot eampv. 
TIte attorney, sh^ employed voa also one vh? 
bad &u&ted b; Sir Lionel's njKchinations, and 
who was w:tuated by a most rancorous spirit of 
hostility to seek his. destruction. Numerous 
and poveirful, her noble relations, who felt, the 
injuria she had reccivedi as insults to the name 
of BohuA, eqioused her quarrel with th^ great- 
est ardour, aod {frotnised to support her, 
when Ate at length determioed to come forwards 
with all the influence of the family 4 eo that no 
measure Beemed to have been neglected, . which 
- c»uld ensure the cuccess of her cause and the 
utter ruio of Sir Lionel. 

. As soon as all th^e arrangements bad been 
completed, she proceeded to the Tor House, to 
overwhelm him with the intelligence of her ex- 
istence, and of the means that had be^n em- 
(^yed to bring down quick and inevitable de< 
jrtmclioD upon his head. She bad long looked 
f^rirard to this moment of personal triumph ' 
over hgt victim. Sh^.^oj^ it ^^h the keen- 
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neu of a violoM and vindictive woamn, wroogiA 
in tlw tendemC pmst uotil ber love bad beai 
caBTerted into « bitter and malignuit hatred. 
Not ocratent with theie tidings^ asUHinding as 
they were, she tormented him still futther, by 
Informing bim, that while he bad been spread- 
ii^ his wiles and mares for otherB, he had been 
himself entangled in ber's — that ihe had sur- 
rounded him with s^nes in hia own household ; 
md the taunt stung him to the very heart, 
when she declared, that in the midst of all his 
subtle machina^ns, he had suffered himsdf to 
be circumvented, undermined, and outwitted 
by a woman. 

Su(A were the subjects <^ those furious oi- 
counterings, of that exulting menace and fierce 
defiance, which had been loud enough to reach 
the ears of her maid, and fill the bosom of 
Liady Fitzmaurice with painful apprdiensiiHis, 
altfioQgh neither of them at the moment eould 
divine their immediate import. One, or even 
two, of these stormy interviews were not auf- 
fitient to appease the vindictive feelings of Mrs. 
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Bohun, whose assumed name we Atil conUnue 
to aasign to her. She loved to banquet her 
heart upon the sight of his passion and dismay; 
to reproach him with bis enormities ; to twit 
him with his simplicity in falling into the pit 
that she had digged for him ; to defy him to 
escape, whether he mi^t call man or devil to 
his aid. fiut these meetings, inveterate and 
wra^ul as the battling of two evil spirits, 
were now over. The moment of trial drew 
near — Lady Fitzmaurice had received a framal 
summons to attend — and the strange lady came 
only once more to the Tor House, which was 
to ask her whether it was her intention to com- 
jdy with the notice^ 

^ Alas ! alas [" she exclaimed, in answer to 
this inquiry, "how can I do otherwise P the 
law must be obeyed — it is my intention to be 
present at the trial," 

" Enough !" replied her companion:. " I knew 
Uiat you would at length feel your wrongs ; that 
you would do your duty to yourself, to truth, 
to the wtald, by bringing down justice upon 
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Uw e(»nipon eaciBy. Bi^ this reaidiition you l^ve 

pwved younelf woethy to havtJwdgeatiF blDod 
in yMtr vtiss.. FioicRvell P 

The immedute dettruoUoD, that now hun^ 
over the Jimd of Sir ZJotel, fled tiam mouth >to 
mouth mth an inconceivable rapidity, agitaJing 
the whole of Somenetehice, bat more egpoei' 
aUy his own nngbbouriiood^ in the most violent 
maimer. Excepting am(»kg his' ohq creature* 
and dependants, the pradMunttnt feeling was 
joy at the prospect of being so suddenly emau* 
oipated from bis tyranny: eMQ among the .r^ 
tainers Uiece was su^ doubt and defeotionir 
that several tlunk.away from faieservice; while 
his many Beo'et enraniee, emboldened by. the 
prospect of his inevitable downfall^ came fbr^ 
ward to jcun the few who bad ^till refuted to 
acknowledge his supremacy. The family of the 
Bohuos were not inactive; they marshalled their 
fotlowerB, whose numbers and consequfDoe in- 
qiired a confidence of victory in tlie whole party* 
ndlected to support the Uw in dethnwiag the 
formJdsbie King ci the Hill Badges went as- 
sumed by both «des, in ocdfr that the £0ii)nide5 
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ra^ht be tetpeotivdy- kuoim ; ' and a depottttiod 
c# tM BbhUDH waited upen the Abbot of Glas- 
tonbury, requesting that >fbody of hia scvvantB 
and ntainert'MfgbC'be sent to WelK irhere tbe 
tiial wiifftDtakAf]4a6Qj tlMt th^ might etrength- 
eti the bwids'of'JHBtioc, aod prersnt his ancicDt 
and' .most' ixaiitecablc' enemy from escaping, 
■hould hebe cmdemned, or from so iathoidating 
tbe JM7 by the dk[)lay of his power, as to ««n> 
pel tham to acquit htm. In this matter, horn- 
ever, tbe good prelate poBitirely dedmed all in- 
terference, dedwing that, bowever rejdtoed ' he 
migbt be to learn the Overthrow of such a ruthi- 
less oppressor and enl^doer, it became him not 
as a minister of peace to exhibit a hostile am^j 
even In the support of the law, and still le» 
in vindication cJ his pnrate quarrel, in whidi 
h6 desired no better diaidpions than truth and 
justice, no stronger support than the connction 
of bis own iitnoeence. 

Sir Limiel in the mean time was beetinmig 
hitlisdf with an energy proportionate to tbe 
magnitude trf the danger. Conscious that thea- 
oWh'ftite Wtetoa'doftSWerable degree -involved 
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in that of their master, the greAt«r part of hie 
ftdlowers were not only staunch, but became 
emboldened by a species of desperation which 
would act as a counterpoise to the numerical 
superiority of their opponents, should they bap- 
pen to possess that advantage ; while many in 
the nejghbourbood remwned firm to his cause, 
in the belief that by some charm, or enchant- 
stent, or diabolical aid, be would prove as vic- 
torious in this struggle as he had done in so 
many others of a scarcely less desperate nature. 
Nor were there wanting strange and mysterious' 
manifestations about the Tor House, which lent 
a considerable countenance to this supposition : 
but whatever collateral aid Sir Lionel might 
expect of a aupematufBl description, it was ob~ 
vious that he did not trust to it exclusively j 
for his treasures were lavishly diffused, not only . 
£Dr the purposes of bribery and subornation, 
but of collecting such a band of armed and 
resolute followers as might operate upon the 
feOrsoftbe jury, and deter them from giving 
a verdict which would quickly bring him to an 
^nominious death. Menaces were openly made, 
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UuLt if he were driven to this extremity, the 
jury should perish with him ; and his own des- 
perate character, not leas than the nature and 
munber of his coadjutors, offered a certain 
jdedge that this was not an empty vaunt, al- 
though the atrocious attempt might eventually 
be frustrated by the vigilance and force of the 
opposite party. 

. Alarmed by these hostile demonstratituis, 
which seined to recall the wars of the Hoses, 
or the insurrection of Ferkin Warbeck's time, 
tbe Sheriff of Somersetshire began to apprehend 
ihU the po^e comit^fis would be overpowered, 
and not only dispatcbed letters to the govern-: 
meut to state his fears, but sent to Bristol, re- 
questing that s company or two of the troops, 
which were about to embark from that port for 
Ireland, might be ordered to his support until 
Uie trial should be concluded. These forces^ 
however, bad sailed when his messenger arrived, 
and there was no, time far receiving assistance 
£rom tbE: government ; so that he was left to bis 
own resources, and to tbe faope that by adding 
tbe ciyil pow^ to ooe^of the parties, be might 
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to ovnnw« the othet at to pievoit my ^md 
beau^ of the peaoe. 

Lady Fitamaarice bad hcU oo oonusuniea^ 
tion with her huabciDd on tian xlUimportdBt 
subject, ma was he aware that abe had bseit, 
summoned tu give evidenoe oa tbe trial. 9b«- 
wHs always pUdd and mild, although with a 
tinge of mt^noholy which tbe beoavdleBt smUe 
at her resignation could not altofj^dier subdue. 
This penave expresdbn, however, seemed tb 
itear eS at the day of trial dtrv near ; Ae 
moved about with an air of coRfideoce and -selfj 
importanoe quite incoonatnit with her viaut- 
drimeenoUr, and whenever die encountered hn 
husband, contemplated - bhn with a sm^d' at 
alfectionate comfdacency, or spoke to him in 
a time of consolation and endearment. In ali 
this, the unfortunate Sir Liond, according to 
his usual estimate of hunuui natute, saw no^ 
thmg but joy at the prospect of bia downftiH 
and death, dumsily att«npted to be concealed 
beneath hypocritical {HvfeHdons ofurinoreHWd 
r^iard ; and the indifletence or contempt) with 
which he had always briield her, and which was 
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iKiWiaggiaarated into-liatred by coilndniag her- 
«s th« exulting cauRe of bis prewst ptvil, kd 
hiiatDTepd> all' hear 'a^uroacbcB wil^ a stern 
aDd;emn £&xe command, -that tin ahoutcl not 
fmtxt bam wUhher ficewnce.at.a momcittof 
such abaorbittg difficulty. 

Uiioffen*]ed:by tbid forbMdii^. wtum to hw 
adaranceB, and witHoat communieatiag her pur- 
pose io a single human beang, she waited to* 
the momJBg -of trial, vhm ^>e mounted het: 
hone, a»d voAe off-imatteDdcd towards WelU. 
Hie road wm crowded with jwrtizaiiii and band* 
ct CQuntcy people^ aU- converging to the same 
pdiat, all variously interested in the same event, 
^ diseoursingj^. the anne subject As she drew 
nearer to the town* the throng not only iacreased, 
but aasiuoeda mdre tnituilUteuB charaoter^ the 
different panti^ who veK easily recognised by 
tbmrreq)ectiTeba^^,enoountering one another 
widi insulting.cnes and atenaoes, or occaaoo- 
tHy skinmBliiQg with th^r clubs, althou^ the 
majonty seeqied disposed to. wait the result 
of. ihe tiaal h^ore they Ffgularly me^ured 
strength wUh their oppoUetUfi. Through thii 
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iKHBy and threateniog multitude she rode on 
uninoleflted, unknown to many, and avilly 
treated where she was recognized ; for the Bf>- 
buns, koowittg the value of her evidence, had 
given strict orders that she should not suSeV 
the smallest indignity. There was, indeed, little 
necesfflty for this command ; for such was the 
inBuem^ of her lowly unobtrusive virtues, and 
■o completely was she separated from Sir 
Xionel in the public opinitxi, that all parties 
were unanimous in afibrding her the homage of 
their respect. 

In this manner did she reach the town of 
Wells, where she dismounted, and forcing her 
way, not without considerate difficulty, through 
the crowd, proceeded to the Sessions House, 
made herself known, was instantly escorted 
into court, and placed within the bar on a 
bench appropriated to the witnesses. The hall 
was nearly filled within, and completely sur- 
rounded without, by the civil power; for the 
judge, who had made sure of condemning 
Sir Lionel, aotidpated a riot and assault, and 
had directed the sheriff to make special provi- 
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aoa for the personal safety of himself and the 
jury. There was stiU, howerer, acoosideraMe 
number of the respective partisans within the 
building, whose menacing looks sufficiently at- 
tested the necessity of these precautions against 
tumulL 

The hall was now thronged almost to suflb- 
cation — the judge had taken his seat, lodciog 
with a stem and dread aspect upon Sir Lioners 
partisans huddled together on one side of tlie 
building — the name and offence of the culprit 
had been proclaimed, and the judge was about 
to charge the grand jury with his offence, when 
Lady Fitzmaurice, rising up and addressing 
herself to his lordship, declared that she had 
something to state which would render all 
further proceedings unnecessary, and save the 
time and labour of the court. These words 
were only partially heard by the bystanders; 
and such was the eagerness to ascertain their 
import, and the consequent buzz that ran 
' round the crowd, as they all pressed more 
eagerly forward to listen,"tbat some time elapsed 
before silence could be obtained. This was no 
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WMner aocoHiplished, than casting down ber 
eyes, while her face was sirSlised with a tlcep 
blush, Lady FitEtnauriee tfans pinxieeded to 
addrcBg the judge.- 

*' Indeecf, indeed, my lord, I would ratbcr 
lose a limb of iny body, or' have tny tongue cut 
from my mouth, than give you such speech as I 
am about to utter, or make this grievous deda- 
ration of my sliamet but tioce I faarebeen sum< 
motted to give evidence in this matter, it beootnes 
me not to waste the time (^ your lordabip and the 
jury, but to inform you that it were vain to let 
the proceedings go forward, once in good math 
I was never married to Sir Lionel, and I am 
wilHng to leave him, and go bask to the obscu- 
rity from whidi he took me, and leave his lawful 
and nghtfnl *ifB to " 

"How sayest thou, woman, what!" inter- 
rupted the judge angnly, *' speak up, — never 
married to Sir Lionel, saidst tiiou i'" 

" Alas, alas I my lord, it is true—I said so: 
expose me not to more ^lame hy msdcing me 
repeat the word." 

'* Talk not to me of shame, tbou brazen 
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lurlolry 1 — Wat em luclt a'boUUoagued wan- 
toe — sOch a gmuey gigtot u this ? And hut 
tfaeu dacedt' bong only tlie paramour, the mis- 
tress, the concubine of this man, (o take the 
aame, style, aod title of I<ady FitzmauriceP 
Wretch' I tbou art piuiubable by the law." 

" Alack, alack I I know it— I denire it oU — 
aod I an wiliiog to abide it.** 

** Woman > Woman I thou art but a churTs 
.daugbiter, it is true ; but thou hast brought down 
infEuny upon an boneU name, for thy father, the 
Ipxid boron^Eeeve of Froaie, whom I well 
imew, was a nan <^ £ur approof, and wdl 
tespectcd.* 

"Bone Deua! bone Deus! my lord," cried 
Lady FiUmaurice, filing upcm her Itnees-aud 
alasjnng her hands, while the tears suddenly 
gushed firom her eyes, " do not, for the love 
of Jesus, fling a reproach upon the grave of 
that good man, lest he sprii^ from his winding- 
skeet, and rise up to curse his daught^. Spare 
hitn-MDsentioa not his name; I can bear any thing 
but this. Oh my father! my poor father I''— 
She ' dobbed vudenUy,' aod leant for support 
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against the raifing, hiding her face in ber 
bands. 

" Thou art already accused of all good nwo,^ 
■aid the judge; " thou hast stopped the trial, 
and Sir Lionel FitEmaurice has escaped, but as 
for thee, I will so brand thee" — a loud shout 
of triumph from Sir Lionel's partisans, when 
tbey heard this official confirmation of bis 
escape, drowned the judge's voice with a deaf- 
ening clamour. In Tain did he angrily denre 
the constables and jaVetin-men' to do thar duty 
wid seize the riot«^, declaring that the tri^ 
should stiU proceed :^^is his orders weve not 
heard, and could not have been executed,' he 
hastily dissolved the court, and withdrew in 
furious dudgeon, while the adherents of the 
King of the Hill, who were waiting without the 
- building, learning hia triumph from those with- 
in, rent the air with their acclamations, and 
exultingly defied their adversaries,' until the 
whole vidnity became a tuniultuous scene of 
uproar and confusion. 

Trembling and liumiliated, and hiding her 
face as much as possible in her hood, Lady 
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Fitzmauiice was endesvounng to steal through 
the clamorous crowd, when she was unfor- 
tunately recognized by a party of the Bohuus, 
who not only stigmatized her with every op- 
probrious epithet that could degrade her sex, 
but were proceeding to assault her with a brutal 
violence which might have proved fatal, hiid 
. she not been rescued by a band of Sir Lionel's 
followers, by whom she was escorted to ber 
horse, and accompanied as a body-guard to the 
Tor House. As to Sir Lionel, his return was 
a triumphal procession, accompanied with every 
DCHsy demonstration that could signalize his 
victory. The Bohun party did, indeed, col- 
.lect themselves with the intention of malung an 
attack upon their opponents, but so many of 
their late adherents had slunk away, and assum- 
ed the colours of Sir Lionel the moment they 
learnt his success, that they deemed it more 
IM-udent to decamp quietly, and leave the King 
trf the Hill to the unmolested enjoyment of his 
good fortune. 

No sooner did Lady Fitzmaurice reach her 
own apartment than she threw herself upon her 
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knees, humbly imploring the forgiveness of 
heaven for the Msebood she bad so pubUcty 
uttered to save her husband's life, declaring 
that it was done to prerent his beccHuing the 
prey of the great enemy of mankind, should he 
die in his present stale, as well as in the hope that 
his preservation might bring him to repentance, 
and restore him to himself, to virtue, and to 
the ^ance of salvation. Hitherto ber courage 
and firmness had be«n upheld b; the nece»- 
uty for their exertion, by the conviction that 
her Belf-posseesion was required for her hus- 
band's safety, by the suggestitms of ber con- 
science, that she ought not to lose a moment 
in imploring forgiveness fur the falsehood she 
hod uttered, though not upon oath, in a pubhc 
court of justice. But when these duties were 
discharged — when, on proceeding to Sir Lionel's 
apartment, she beheld lum rescued from an 
ignominious death, reinstated in the possesion 
of his mansion, flushed with the triumph of his 
victor}-, and welcoming her as she approach- 
ed vrith a smile of unaccustomed gladness, her 
feelings almost instantly overcame her. ^e 
ran vrildly towards bim, screaming out — " Oh, 
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my husband ! my husband ! — you are saved ! 
you are saved !" burst into an hysterical passion 
of laughter, tbrew herself into his arms, and 
fainted away. 

£ven Sir Lionel was affected by this tmequivo* 
cal manifestation of an affection, — a devoied- 
nessthat was proof against long continued unre- 
quital, alienation, and contempt. He could not 
understand it. It baffled all bis theories of 
human nature : it disproved all the selfishness 
which be had conceived to be inwoven with the 
very heart's core of his fellow-creatures; it 
controverted all bis maxims ; it reproached his 
whole line of conduct. Equally unable to at- 
tribute interested motives to her proceeding, 
or to contest the depth and reality of her af- 
fection, his pride took refuge in the old ex- 
pedient of setting her down for a fond fool, 
who was only less base than mankind in gene- 
ral, because she was a greater simpleton. So 
difficult did he find it to disabuse himself of 
the belief in some undivulged cause for her 
generous conduct, that almost his first question, 
after she had recovered her senses, was to in- 
quire her motives for thus, voluntarily condenm- 
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ing herself to infamy, by the utterance of a- 
public and dehberate falsehood. 

" My dear Sir Lionel," she replied ; " for, 
ftlas ! I must not call you my hilsband : what 
motive could I hare had, but to preserve from 
shameful death the man whom I had sworn to 
love and honour? — not only from death here, 
but from death hereafter ! Nay, now, think 
not BO poorly of me as to dream that I would 
reclaim my fortune. By my sooth, and on my 
soul ! I would not touch a tester of it. Thus 
far, at least, they cannot prevent my being 
your wife; and if I may not bear the name, 
let me be your friend, your counsellor, your 
preserver from .a worse peril than this of the 
trial, — and I will not ask a better solace for the 
shame that I have brought down upon ray 
head." And then, with the most earnest and 
fervent entreaties, she besought him to detach 
himself from his evil courses; to retread the 
paths of peace; to abjure all foul alliances; to 
reconcile himself to Heaven. Upon this sub- 
ject he was never a patient listener ; his mind 
was made up, whether right or wrong, too 
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firmly to be diverted from itB course by reo-' 
goiuDg or advice, and his pride revolted from 
the idea of being catechised by hig wife. Even 
her recent service, vital as it was, could not 
reconcile him to such degradation; and though 
he would not hurt her feelings by any harsh 
dismissal, he pleaded the necessity of hastily 
leaving ber, that he might thank his numerous 
.adherents, who were still loudly huzzaing around 
the building, and give orders for their being 
treated with the best ale that the cellar would 
supply. 

Under the influence of this potent liquor, 
which was liberally distributed to all comers, 
the precincts of the Tor Hill exhibited an up- 
roarious scene of riot and revelry, until the 
moon had arisen to ligfat home the wassailers; 
many of whom had espedal need of her asf^st- 
ance, to save them from ponds and pitfalls. 
Captain Basset was in all his gloty, toasting his 
noble master, and tilling the flagon, and roar- 
ing scraps of Bacchanalian songs, till he began 
to brawl in his cups, and drew his rapier upon one 
of his own party; when a mutual friend kindly 
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knocked bim down witli the black Jack ; and 
rolling him into the wood^house, left him to 
sleep himself sober, and reconcile himself to his 
bruises as he best might. As was customary 
opon all occasions of unusual resort to the man- 
sion, Cecil had been conveyed to his prison in 
the tower, where he remained for some time 
deprived of his sleep, and as unable to account 
for the tumultuous merry-making beneath him, 
as he had been upon occasion of the royal 
visit. 

A very different scene was being acted in the 
town of Wells, where the self-styled Mrs. Bohun 
had taken up her abode. Violent and vindic- 
tive as she was, she had not been so exclusively 
actuated by revenge in her late proceedings, as 
she had stated in her interview with Lady Fitz- 
maunce. This motive had doubtless influenced 
her conduct for a long time past ; and would 
ultimately have led her to mtdie a public at- 
tempt upon her husband's life ; but her long- 
cherished design had been accelerated by the 
addition of another pas^on, not less powerful 
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that) her thirst of yengeance. She had become 
violentlj attached to a young man of desperate 
f<»'tunes but of Doble family, who, in the hope 
of advancing himself hy her high connexions, 
was willing to marry her if she could- become 
disengaged from her first nuptials. No method 
appeared so simple or so feasible as to procure 
the death of Sir Lionel by the hands of justice ; 
no pains were spared to accomplish an object 
which all her family desired as earnestly as her- 
self; and according to the opinion of their 
legal advisers, not a doubt could be entertained 
of their success. To have all her hopes thus 
suddenly dashed to the ground in the very 
moment of anticipated victory,— -to be at the 
same instant robbed of ^e revenge upon which 
her heart had ^feea so long feeding, disap- 
pointed in her love, humiliated by the defeat 
of herself aod all her proud relatives, and stung 
to the innermost soul by the triumph of the 
man she most hated upon earth ; — all this was 
more than a woman of such ungovernable pas- 
inons could endure. In a transport of sudden 
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rage she swallowed poison on the very night 
of the trial, and next morning was found deed 
in her bed ! 

It were needless to state Sir Lionel's gratifi- 
cation upon learning thesetidings, which effectu* 
ally relieved him from all future apprehensions. 
Delicacy towards a family who had so recently 
sought his destruction, was of course entirely 
out of the question, and he therefore proposed 
to Lady Fitzmaurice that they should be imme- 
diately and publickly re-married. That he should 
be influenced to this proposition by any wish to 
secure a legal claim to her fortune, never entered 
into the thoughts of this single-minded woman, 
who judged other hearts by the generosity of 
her own. Lowered as she must be in public 
estimation, by having confessed herself, however 
falsely, and with whatever magnanimous motive, 
to be Sir Lionel's mistress, she saw nothing but 
an unexampled condescension in his now coming 
forward to make her indeed his wife, to confirm 
her station in society, to uphold her character, 
to restore her to her own approbation, as well 
as to that of the world in general. After the 
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celebration of ha second Quptiale, lier humble 
thoagh devoted attachment to her husbaod, 
exalted by a feeling of gratitude, became even 
more feiVcnt than before. Sir Lionel himaelf, 
unaccusttmed as he was to any compunctious 
visitings, had the decency to abstain for some 
time from open outrage upon her feelings; so 
that the haraseed afld care<wom Lady Fitzmau- 
rice was allowed to enjoy an interval of com- 
parative tranqtnllity. And thus was the fortu- 
nate King of the Hill once more victcHrious over 
all his enemies, left to the unmolested enjoyment 
of his triumph, and to the increased homage 
which was excited by the belief that his human 
or infernal abettors would carry him with equal 
success through every future difBculty, and en- 
tail inevitable destiructirai and death upon all 
those who should dare to stru^le with his power, 
or even queetioohiB supremacy. 
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CHAPTER V. 

In Saitctnary may be sought 
Protection from the evils wrought. 

By felloir-creatnrea ; 
From foes h iMiy preserve our life ; 
But what can save us from the strife 

Of our ovn natures ? 

It is time now, that we ^lould revert to Dud- 
ley, whom we left just entering the Sianctuary 
of Westminster, where he took care to have him- 
self registered in the books as a sanctuary-man, 
and to pay the fees wfaicli entitled him to -all 
the privileges of the place. When he had first 
agreed to betake himself to this asylum, it had 
merely suggested itself to his mind as a refuge 
for poHtical offenders, or for those men who hav- - 
ing been reduced to poverty by fire, tempests, 
(he chances of the sen, or other inevitable mis- 
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fortunes, might seek protection from persecution 
or cruel creditcn^ underthe wing of the church — 
and such probahly was the original purpose of 
the institution. But it had Long been converted 
into an abuse more abominahle than that of the 
money-changers in the temple, who turned the 
house of Grod into a den of thieves. In Edward 
the Fifth's reign, the Duke of Buckingham had 
been justified in exclaiming — "Now look how 
few sanctuary-men there he, whom necessity or 
misfortune compelled to go thither I and then 
see on the other side, what a sort there be com- 
monly therein, of such whom wilful unthrifti- 
ness hath brought to naught ; what a rabble of 
thieves, murderers, and malicious, heinous trai- 
tors they be, and that in two places especially, — 
the one at the elbow of the city, and the other 
in the very bowels.* I dare well avow it, if 
you weigh the good they do with the hurt that 
Cometh of them, ye shall find it much better to 
lose both than to have both. And this I say, 
although they were not abused, (as they now 
be, and so long have been,) that I fear me ever 
■ WestmiDBter Abbey and St. Martin'* le Grand. 
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they will be, while men be afeard to set thor 
hands to the amendment ; as though God and 
St. Peter were the patrons of ungracioua living. 
Now unthrifts riot and run in debt upon bold- 
ness of these places ; yea, luid rich men run thi- 
ther with poor men''a goods ; there they biuld, 
there they spend, and bid their creditors go 
whistle. Men's wives rim thither with their 
husbands' plate, and say they dare not abide 
with their husb^ds for beating : thieves bring 
thither stolen goods, and live thereon. There 
devise they new robberies nightly, and steal 
out, and rgb, rive, and kill men, and come 
again into those places, as though they gave 
them not only a safeguard for the harm that 
they have done, but a licence also to do more 
mischiefs."" 

Since this period the abuse had been in some 
respects limited, but still enough remained to 
render the above description, not very inappli- 
cable to the present condition of the place; and 
Dudley, on retiring from the officewhere he paid 
his fees, was clamorously assailed by a mob of 
* Halla ChroDicle, p. 96*. 
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imtried malefactors, runaway spendthrifts, and 
Haose women, whose appearance and manner 
indicated that it might not be very safe {o resiBt 
their demand of a contribution equivalent to 
the gardish-money of our modem prisons. 

This donation, or rather extortion, was 
placed in the hands of a collector, and when it 
amounted to a sufficient sum, was devoted to the 
laudable purpose of a banquet, which, by the 
assistance' of the potent Lambeth ale operating 
upon such unscrupulous characters, generally 
terminated in a nocturnal sortie againtit some 
quarter of the neighbourhood, and a suitable 
addition to the broken heads, as well as the 
stolen goods and chatties of the Sanctuary. 
Glad to escape from this rude rabblement, he 
was hastening towards his own lodgings when 
he was accosted by two men of gentlemanly ad- 
dress and demeanour, although their attire be- 
trayed that disregard to appearances which is 
apt to be engendered by a compulsory seques- 
tration from worshipful society. There is a 
slovenly, careless independence, acquired by 
being beneath censure at well aS' above it — a 
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free-aDd-«asy recklessness, peculiar to ruined 
men, who despftit of rising, and knov that they 
caanot /all lower, which was strikingly exhibit- 
ed by one of these individuals, and in a less 
marked manner by his companion, who had the 
air of being a foreigner. " Salve, et siste 
pedem," cried the former, around whose bon- 
net were fantastically arranged some nettle- 
leaves in the form of a wreath — *' It may 
like you, amice mi, to understand that there 
are of all sorts in this same Sanctuary of 
Westminster. 

' Some patches, some losels, some naughty packs 
Some facers, some bracerG, that make great cracks.' 

Besides which, there be haskers and ribalds, 
dicers, carders, tumblers, rogues, and renegades, 
punks, and pussel^— 

' Brainless blinkards that blow at the coal, 
Pole-hatchets that prate at every ale-pole, — ' 

mendici-, mimte, balatronee, et hoc genus omne. 
But, on the other hand, there be men of reve- 
rence and worship within these precincts, of 
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.whom I myself, Heaven Kelp the mark, am 
one ; for I am the identical Johannes Skel- 
tonus, Oxonii poeta kureatus ; whom my friend 
Erasmus, in his epistle to our most noble King, 
entitleth * Britannicanim literarum lumen et 
decus,' — whom his own pious propensities, 
(Eu ! Euge ! Papie ! Evax ,') have procured to 
be made rector of Diss in Norfolk ; and whom 
the monoculos, the Folypheme iii the scarlet hat, 
the unit-«yed cardinal compelled (Heu ! Eheu ! 
Froh ! Heimihi !) to swim into this sanctuary 
net of Saint Peter the fisherman, lest he should 
be caught, skinned and cut up, to tickle his 
eminency's most eminent palate." 

" Though I have been a long dweller abroad,"" 
said Dudley, " I have not travelled so far but 
that the pithy, pleasant, and profitable works of 
Master Skelton, the laureate^ liave reached me." 
" By Mary Gypsey, quod scripai scripsi," 
continued the poet ; " and as to my wreath, 
since Apollo's laurel would not screen me from 
the thunder of a butcher's son, I have given it 
the avaunt, and assumed the nettle as the fitter 
type, which, though it may enable me to sting 
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others, cannot be placed around my head with- 
out my harniing my own fingers. Since death 
robbed me of Lily the 6rammariiui, my ' asS 
in prsaenti,' as I was wont to name him, I have 
been fain to flog with my cbaplet the mendicant 
friars, the Dominicans, and the red-hatted Luca- 
fer, from whose clutches I was only saved by 
my good friend Abbot Islip, of Westminster, 
and the privilege of this hallowed verge, where 
we fear not the eaves-dropperft— 

' Leering and. lurking here and there like spteSj 
The devil tear th^ tongues, and pick out tlteir eyes.' 

"Beshrew my own babbling tongue I Iflbegin 
quoting my doggrel rhymes, I shall never intro- 
duce to you my right worthy and learned friend . 
Polydore Vir^, the Archdeaconof Wells; who 
is, for the time being, fain to do penance, by re- 
gistering himself as a Sanctuarian.^ 

From the personage tjius introduced, and 
who, although a foreigner, proved to be of much 
more sober and discreet English speech thaii 
the poet, Dudley gathered that the better order 
of residents within the asylum, disclaiming com- 
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paoicmship wi^ the rogues and ribalds that 
6rst assailed him, had formed a society or club 
amoDg themselves, <^ which they invited him to 
become a member, and to celebrate his induc> 
tion by dining with them that very day. To 
this invitation he bad no sooner given a willing 
assent, than the Laureate exclaimed — " Then 
by Mabound and the masb-tub, per Jovem et 
j£dep<>l, and by the bearded Bacchus himself, 
we will drink tUl the merry ale-sop do dance in 
the foretop, and quaff confusion to the butcher's 
dog that first brought me into this jeopardy, for 

' Of no tyrant I read that did bim exceed, 

Neither yet Diocleeian, nor yet Domitian, 

fiar jet crooked Cacus, nor yet drunken Bacdms, 

Neither Phalery, rehearsed in Valery, 

Nor Sardanapall, unhappiest of all. 

Nor Nero the worat, nor Claudius the curst, 

Ndther Zerobbabel, nor cxuel Jeealiel, — 

The Soldan nor the Turk wrought never such work. 

For to let their hanke fly in the Church of Saint Sophy,' 

as this colossus, with one foot on the throne 
and one upon the altar ; to whom I have often 
wished as many sore crosses, " quot volucrum 
pennse, quot sunt tormenta Giebennee." And 
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90, Mtuter Dudley, until oood, which is ouf 
hour of dinner, I give you well to fare, and 
' Quol sunt TirtuteB, tot tibi mitto salutes.* ^' 

So saying he sauntered avay, leaning on the 
arm of his ctwaponion, and reciUng to him a 
new philippic in lus usual macaroaic style, which 
he had just composed; while Dudley, whom 
neither his own misfortunes nor the had exunple 
of the Laureate could betray into an oblivion of 
so importfukt a duty as that of dress, arrayed 
himself in a new French suit, as if determined 
to astound the forlorn inmates of the Sanctuary, 
by^he uncongenial freshness of his equipments. 

Thus adorned, he betook himself, at the 
appointed hour, to the dinner-party, where he 
found the I^aureate still decorated with his 
nettle- wreath, installed in the chair as the Sym- 
posiarch, to which office he had been elected 
by the suffrages of the guests. Of these, the 
greater number proved to be refugees from the 
vengeance of the different spiritual courts, 
which, with a laudable impartiality of persecu- 
tion, were beginning to torment and burn all 
sects and all parties that had rendered them- 
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8elv£g in any way obnoxious to their fluctuating 
fulminations. Tiie religious world was in all 
the taror and ctmfudon of a chaotic crins ; 
the rock of the old faith was reeling and sink> 
in^ to the bottom ; the new one had not yet 
acquired Bufficient stability to afford a hold&st. 
Id the midst of the storm some clung >ritb des- 
peration to the former ; some grappled with a 
devoted enei^y to the latter ; some were strug* 
gling and floating between the two ; " and the 
roar and dashing of opinions loosened from 
that accustomed hold, mif^t be heard like the 
nmse of an angry sea."* Because the King 
had been dubbed the Defender of one faith, 
he seemed to consider himself authorized to 
propound as many more as he pleased ; there 
was no security for liberty or life but in agree- 
ing with the royal the<4ogian, who inculcated 
his doctrine by the persuauons of the fagot and 
the reasonings of the halter; and whose own 
tenets varied with every change of policy, pas- 
sion, or caprice. In this state of things the 
Sanctuary was sure to be crowded with pole- 
* Hszlitt's Lectures, p. IS. 
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mical disputants, whose fanatical zeal being fos- 
tered by impunity, vented itself in furious, al- 
most frantic, altercations of hourly occurrence, 
uDtil the whole place resembled a spiritual 
arena, where the wild beasts in the shape, of the 
different bigots and dogmatists, did their best 
to worry, and mangle, and tear one another to 
pieces. 

Such were the wrathful wranglers whom the 
Laureate delighted, with a malicious joy, to set 
together by the ears, encouraging their Lapi- 
thsean strife, even at the festive board of their 
weekly meetings. Many, indeed, had enroll- 
ed themselves of the club for the purpose of 
promulging their peculiar theological notions, 
others to oppose what they conceived to be pes- 
tilent heresies, the -poet to flout all parties; 
— often interrupting their profound discussions 
by gross and indecent buffoonery, by singing 
Anglo-Latin songs, which he had composed for 
the purpose of inflaming their dissensions, or 
by reciting some farcical extract from his own 
works. It was quite new to Dudley to find 
the guests more eager to discuss the most abs- 
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truse points of doctrine, than the savoury messea 
set before them, upon whose merits there could 
not be any difierence of opinion ; — to behold 
those who had met at the same table as pre- 
sumed friends, instantly flying at one another''s 
throat as infuriated controversialists ; — to see 
Uie chairman, whose business it should have 
been to secure harmony, agfirrBvatitig the re- 
spective disputants, embroiling more the fray 
by decision, and endeavouring to make the te- 
nets of both parties equally ridiculous by the 
reduclio ad absurdum. 

Among the guests upon the present occasion, 
was a furious reformer, named Woodville, upon 
whom the Laureate had bestowed the nickname 
of the Mad Lutheran, and whose zeal, indeed, 
seemed to have completely got the better of 
his wits. Utterly regardless of the viands set 
before him, he was maintaining with a foam- 
ing energy, and a proportionate vehemence of 
gesticulation that " singing and saying of mass, 
matins, or evensong, is but roaring, howling, 
whistling, mumming, conjuring, and juggling; . 
and the playing at the organs a foolish va- 
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nity ;*^ while a Romanist, on the other han<], 
with much more temper, but with an equal 
inflexibility of opinion, was uj^olding the an- 
cient system, anticipating all sorts of mischief 
from the translation of the Bible,-f- and branding 
the professors of the new fstith with contumelious 
terms, that seemed to make the blood of his 
opponent boil in his veins, until he exhibited a 
viuble propensity to pugilistic argument, or to 
the use of such missile logic as came within his 

* So It woe declared in the " Seventy eight Fautea and 
Abuses of Religion in the Froteetatioa of the Clargie of 
the lower House," within the province of Canterbur)', 
preseated to the King in 1536. 

t The inends of ignorance, in those days, seem to 
have been as much horrified at the promulgation of the 
Scriptures, as they are in ours at the diffusion of educa- 
tion t and it b recorded of one Individual, that he pre- 
ferred suicide to witnessing such an abontination. 
Speaking of one Favier the Town Clerk of the city 
of London, HalJ writes — " I myself heard him once sale 
to me, and other that wer by,'swearing a great othe, 
that if he thought the kynge's highnes would set forth 
the Scripture in English, and let it be red of the people 
by his aucthoritie, rather than be would so long live, he 
would cut his own throte ; but he broke promes, for as 
you have hard, he hanged hymself j but of what mynde 
and intent he so did, God judge,"— CA»wii<!fe«, p. 80*. 
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reach. This " last infirmity of noble minds," 
the chairman had no wi^ to encouraf^e, well 
knowing, by experience, that these flying pei- 
Buasives might hit other beads than those for 
which tliey were intended, and by no means 
anxious that the *' Mad Lutheran" should 
reduc€ the skulls of the company to the same 
cracked condition as his own. " The master 
saw the madness rise,'" and to check its explo- 
sion, struck his hand violently upon the table, 
ejaculating, " Silence ; ye stuttiloquent braw- 
lere — we are met, like honest friends and true 
topers, and sheltering from the storm under 
the same tree, to drink the three outs — ale out 
of the pot — money out of the pocket — wit out 
of the head ; which is the established order of 
proceeding; whereas ye have begun with the 
last first, which is flat rebellion against your 
Symposiarcb, who will throw his nettle-crown ' 
into the mouth of the next culprit thus offend- 
ing,- Non sum v&tes ille, de quo loquuntur 
mille ? Am I not your bard, your laureate, 
who baa sworn to preserve harmoay F Where 
be Uiese ttiiant minstrels? Strike up your 
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daiioborde, vitginidi, darioas, shi^-ms, orgXBs, 
reeorders, rebecks, and owkbutE. What ! hwre 
we none to m&ke the noisy air ck) trewage to 
our kingship P Tbra let the ear go- starve : we 
will make munc for the mouth, so rattle yout 
cans, cups, and cruses, fill to the brim, bury 
your noses in the foam, and drink oonfiftdoB to 
the Cardinal of St. Cecilia ; the Archbishop <rf 
York ; the Pope of the Legating Ctwrt ; the 
Bishop of Durham, Worcester, and Herefcnd ; 
the Abbot of St. Alban's in commendam ; . and 
the Lord High Chancellor <^ Eoglandt — all 
which dignities one man can see to fulfil with 
one eye." 

Most of the part}' being personally hostile to 
SVolsey, this toast produced a' rare instance 
of accordance among them, being drunk with 
only two ot three dissentient voices ; when the 
chairman, anxious to prevent a relapse into an 
altercation, with which he saw Dudley to be 
already disgusted, declared that he would sing 
them a song upon Margaret his mistress, and 
would challenge every recreant that shoultj. 
afterwards refuse to drink her health in a 
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btur^r. Id compliance with this pnnaise he 
sang, or rather chanted, the fbilowing irre- 
gular ditt;:'— 

" Merry Margaret m nndBummer flower. 

Gentle u faicoa or hawk «f tke tower, 

With solace and gladnew, 

Much mirth and no madness, 

AQ good and no ttaduew, 

SojoTonely, so maidenly, w womanly. 

Her demeaning, in every thing, far, far parsing 

What I can endite or suffice to write, 

Of merry Margaret, as midaummer flower. 

Gentle as falcon or hawk of the tower. 

As patient and still, and as full of good-will, as fmr 

Isiphm, 
Coliander, sweet pomander, good Casunder. 
Steadfast of thought, well made, well wrought ; far 

maybe sought 
EiBt that ye can find so courteous, bo kind, 
As merry Margaret this midsummer flower. 
Gentle as falcon or hawk of the tower.** 

The health of his "midsummer flower" was 
c|uaffe<i with great cordiality : but the laureate 
was not Orpheus enough to tame the wild 
heasts by whom he was Sbrrounded. Wood- 
ville, the crazy fanatic, sounded the trumpet of 
attack ; others of his own persuaaon joined 

VOL. HI. H 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



146 THB TOft HILL. 

him ; the stiddera for the ancient faith took 
up the gauntlet; and the poet, who had bj 
this time imbibed enough of the Lambeth ale 
to deem it high sport to fan the flames of dis- 
sension, alternatelj supported both parties, 
until there was every appearance of a fierce and 
general engagement. Amid such combatants, 
inflamed at once with bigotry and beer, Dudley 
felt no disposition to enrol himself, and he 
accordingly withdrew to his own lodgings, re- 
solved to decline the proffered honour of be- 
longing to the club, and to keep himself as 
much aloof as pos^ble from the disputatious 
sanctuariaos, who, in addition to their other de- 
merits, seemed to have an alannuig fMxipenaity 
for thread-bare and old-fashioned garments. 

On the foUowuig morning, Fieire brought 
him the goods and chattels which had been 
left at his temporary apartments by the Strand 
Bridge, together with an earnest offer of her 
further services from the benevolent lady. 

" Why, how now, Pierre ?" said Dudley, as he 
observed him in an expression <^ unaccustomed 
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aeriouBoeaa, wbich sate m ^>ot«squetj. i^mn 
bis featurofi, as if a buffixw were te at- 
tempt a rueful aspect vhile looking tbou^ 
a comic nmsk-. " Art tbou downJwaited to 
be safe im aanctnary, thou who cooldat nng a 
song when tbou vert up to the chin in Arthur's 
dkiughr 

" Eh, dame .' monaiear," replied Pierre — 
fe a^etoit que moi aian — it was orAj myself 
tbea i and ve f rendimen, nout autre* Franfeit, 
we don't mind these things. But monneur is 
an Englishman ; they cannot bear revises ; 
tbey hang or drown themselTes where we should 
wtly wig B Bong ; it makes one triatt even to 
sse them in trouble: cord is cheap, the river 
is very near, and if any thing were to bappen 
to Bftonaeur— — " 

Here he shrugged up Ms shoulders and his 
eyebrows, expanded his hands, drew in bis 
bfeath with a shuddering hiss, and stood in an 
attitude of profound horror, until his master 
exclaimed with a burst of laughter — " Was X 
■ueli « poltnwo, then, in fighting against your 
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countrymen in France, that I should hang or 
drown myself the moment I get into trouble in 
London ?" 

" But the English," said Pierre, still shaking 
his head distrustingly, " fi^t against all the 
world much better than against themselves." 

*' Perhaps so ; but I promise you, ray good 
Pierre, that I am neither going to pop my head 
into a noose, nor under water. On the con- 
trary, it is my intention to be more than usually 
gay, and to laugh the more heartily, the more 
fortune frowns upon me." 

" Aha ! c'ett tout autre chote/' exclaimed 
Pierre, suddenly resuming his comic looks, and 
clapjnng his hands, "Bon ! ban ! Eh Pabangui 
Pierrot, boutte bas ton chagrin. Morbleu! 
we will be as merry as crickets now we have 
fallen into misfortunes.'*. 

Snapping his fingers, and recommencing his 
song, he skipped and danced out of the room, 
returning presently after with the breakfasc; 
which he held at arm's length, with his head 
up in the air, while he shouted with prodigious 
energy and emphaa*— " Colin mangeant des 
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arftcftaux i"" and during the remainder of the 
day continued to play the changes upon his 
different ditties, giving an intermisuon to his 
tongue only when he occaeionally exercised hit 
heels. 

Being now settled, with some degree of com* 
fort, in his new lodgings, which commanded 
a view of the river, Dudley wrote to Sir John 
at ^e Tower, apologizing for the momentary 
arrest to which he had been exposed by the 
identity of their names, and requesting that he 
would call upon bira in the sanctuary, and 
advise with him how he might best disabuse the 
Cardinal of the prejudicea he had conceived 
against him. For several days he received no 
answer, but at length the following reply was 
put into his hands :— 

" These fnwn the Tower, where it jumps well 
with my humour to remain as master of the 
armoury, but where my friend. Jack Dudley, 
warns me it might be passing perilous to be 
impounded as the prisoner of Sir William 
Kingston, the lieutenant. Lopkee, coz, thou 
hast cozened me once^ by suffering me to be 
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arrested ior thee and carried Before the lordi 
qS tbe Star-chamber, even ia the very crisis of a 
Frenoh ragoat, of whow lurpasnt^ merits I 
had obtaiiitd little better than oUactorj evi- 
deoce. A pitiful parting, not from thee, but 
the ragotrt; but let that pass.— Harkee, eta, 
we have now cozened one another for the last 
time ; and heneefcM^ikrd we are neither kith 
nor^iD. Slid, did I not tell thee, that if m; 
dearest fiiend got into jeopardy or a gaol, 
I should staj at home, and keep company 
with Jack Dudlej? Thou art now in both, 
and wotildst thou have me ffye myself the lie m 
dw very teeth ? My good master and patron, the 
lord carduml, whoae unheard speech thou wert 
dotterel enough not to laud, stantb, as I mm 
well apprised, under the cold look of our bluff 
King, which threatens to disgrace and banish 
him : aod though I owe him my post, and all I 
possess, I make myself a stranger to hia pre- 
sence, by advice of my friend Jabk Dudley, 
mitil I see whether it be more gainful to opeti 
my mouth and bark for him, or agunst him; 
whilst tbon, to whom I owe nothing but an 
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-arrest, t&Titeit me to be of thj oouniel in tbc 
sanctuor; t Verily, thou ut a ht^ieful nane- 
aake, and a modest I^^oce more, I tell thee, it 
is mj piu-pose to be buried with my head oi^— 
therefore I fish not in troubled "vaters ; and 
tfao^ore I desire no more of thy tidings till 
thou art riding upwards upon Fortune's wheel, 
when thou shalt have ro; signature, which I 
now deem it prudent to withhold; and shalt 
find me once more thj staunch friend, well- 
wilier, and kinsmaD." 

" Verily," said Dudley to himself, as he in- 
dignantly tore up the letter ; " thou art the 
most jaunty, debonur, and nonchalant of all 
cold and careful calculators ; and if to have a 
bad heart is. to be a good courtier, by my Cuth 
tiiou art a made man." 

It was obrioiis that no further asmstsnoe was 
ta be expected in this quarter ; he disdained, 
ilkdeed, to think <^ it, after such a cavalier re- 
noHocemeilt ; resolvii^ to , trust to the opcrv 
ti(HU of his lawyer^ for procuring the downfol 
ot Sit UoImI, wtuofa would of course insure his 
own enMOcipation ; and in the meui while, to 
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be^ile the time at well aa be might by such re- 
creations ae the nature of the place allowed. In 
pursuance of this re8<dution, he formed acquuot- 
ance with one or two of his neighbours, ventured 
out at night into the town, and in the monung 
generally had an interview with his legal agent^ 
from whom he learnt, with infinite aatisfactioa, 
the departure of the commissonera fw the Tor 
House. Their acknowledged talents and unim- 
peachsble character gave him a full assurance 
of success. He entertained not a doubt that 
Cecil would be formally re-instated in his rights ; 
that Sir'Lionel would be brought to judgment 
for his misdeeds ; and it was with a proportion- 
ate dismay that he leamt the utter disappoint- 
ment of all bis hopes. The lawyer shook his 
head, reminding him that he had said from die 
first there was no use in contending with such 
an admirable and wonderful man as Sir Lionel, 
who had nearly obtained an exclusive commacKl 
of the pei^ury-market ; and earnestly recom- 
mended him not to quit the sanctuary upon 
any account, as his adversary would be more 
formidable than ever ; while the Cardinal, who 
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toQCbiv^d himself to have been misled by false 
MatementB of Cedl's sanity, had expressed him- 
sdf Tery angrily upon the subject, and tni^t 
now be considered his enemy, as well ad the 
King of the Hill. 

From all apprehensions upon the Cardinal's 
score, he was soon after relieved by the di^race 
and death of that distinguished prelate ; and as 
be had himself now abandoned all proceedings 
on Cecil's behalf, taking it for granted, by the 
report of the commis^oners, that be was de- 
cidedly lunatic, although be had happened to 
^icounter him in two or three, lucid intervals, 
he trusted that Sir Lionel would cease to per- 
secute him with false charges, for which there 
was DO longer the same motive as before. In 
this expectation the lawyer could not by any 
means ocnndde with him ; revenge, he said, was 
a sufficient impulse to that great, that illustrious 
man, who rarely abandoned a design that he had 
once entertained, or forgot an enemy that he had 
once resolved to ruin, on whidi account he strc- 
nuoualy dissuaded his client from quitting the 
sanctuary. In conformity with this advice, 
H 5 
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Dudley remained then Bome time longer ; but 
■eeiiig no reason to conclude thftt bis ady^aarj 
meant to pren tbe charges wbicb be bad regi»> 
tered against bim in tbe different courts, and 
growing weary of tbe reBtraint, aa well as of the 
■orry compamon^ip of the sanctuary, he had 
just made up bis mind to quit it at all risks, 
when an event occurred which not oaly with- 
drew him ^om tbe asylum he had chosen, but 
prociu^d him a protector, against whom not 
«Ten the all~defying Sir Lionel would dare, to 
raise hia fing^. 

St Jameses Hospital, which was in the cus- 
tody of Eton College, havmg been recently ex- 
changed with the King for the living of Chat- 
tisbam, in Suffolk, the monarch had ordered the 
uicient building to be pulled down ; and enclos- 
ing the swampy meadows that surrouoded it, 
for the purpose of forming a park, had b^^n 
the construction of the present Palace of St. 
James's. On bis return from an excursion up 
-the river, he landed near Westminster Abbey, 
intending to walk through the new enclosures, 
and examine what progress the workmen bad 
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made in tbe edifice. With his euBtomar; impR- 
tience fae set off almoit alone, without awaiting 
ths cbMmbarking ot the BerjeratMrt-onns who 
had accompanied him ; and he had no BOoner ' 
entered the varge, than the eanctuary-men co]* 
lecting in condderabk nambers to view the gal> 
loot show of tbe foyal barges) pressed tumultu- 
puily around him, falfiag upon their kneee, and 
■topping his progress^ while they clamcaonsl]r 
called for mercy and pardon. AnKmg the spec> 
tatoTs immediately about bis person, was Wood- 
Tille, *' the mad Lutheran," whose over-boibng 
leal had by this time b^un to make such sad 
derangement of his intellects, a* to justify tbe 
title which the Laureate had fixed upon him by 
antitnpation. According to his distempered no- 
tions,, the King had been recently exhibitii^ 
symptoms of backsliding in the great work of 
tbe Reformation, and of retunung to all the 
scarlet heresies of Home. 

SevCTal Protestants had indeed been recently 
executed for wishing to travd faster than the 
royal theologian, a persecution which had irri- 
tated the mmd of the fiery «nd fanatical Wood- 
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viUe into a delirium of wiAth. Interpvethig fais 
own fury into a divine call, that he should be- 
come the champion of the oppressed ProteEtanta, 
and imagining the King to have been brought 
thither by the hand of Heaven, that he might be 
warned from the error of his ways, he suddenly 
lifted up his voice, and with a loud and solemn 
energy threatened him with the wrath of God 
if he continued to sacrifice his chc»en people, 
reminding him how the Israelites bad been freed 
from the t3rranny of Eglon, the Moabite, by the 
hands of Ehud, whom the Lord had c(»nmatided 
to plunge a dagger into the King's side. Either 
in an unconscious adjustment o( hie action to 
his words, or for the purpose of rendering his 
warning more impressive in the King^s eyes, he 
saatched a dagger from beneath hie cloak, and 
was brandishing it menaongly in the air, when 
Dudley, who came up at that moment, and who 
really thought that he was about to attempt 
an assassination, leapt over two or three of the 
kneeling men, and struck him to the earth with 
a blow. 
In the same- instant he eaw that it was the 
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craay Woodville, whom he had not before re- 
eogtnxed i and when the King, Btarting back, ex« 
cUimed— " Ha ! how 1 what TJIlanous traitor 
is this ?" Dudley fell upon one knee and re. 
pUed, — " So please your highness, it is an un> 
fortunate madman whose name is Woodville." 
Several of the souctuary-men confirmed this 
statement by crying out — '* The mad Lutheran ! 
the mad Lutheran!" andapartyoftbeseiieents- 
at-arms and gentlemen-ushers haTing now run 
hastily up, the King, after 6ercely rebuking 
them for th^ tardiness, wdered some of them 
to seize the caitiff, carry him to one of the 
barges, and have him conveyed to the Tower ; 
then turning towards the sanctuary-men, who 
still- r«nained upon their knees, he exclaimed 
in a furious vcHce, and mtb flashing eyes — '' 
" Avaunt ! ye ruflian crew 1 ye knaves and 
beasts ! ye scum ! ye filth ! ye felons ! or by 
St. Paul, my guard shidl cut a way through ye 
with th&r halberds." Dudley was retiring with 
some indignation, in obedience to his uncour- 
teouB order, when the King spying him, called 
out — ■" What ho, man, stop ! art thou the fel- 
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low that knocked the villmc down? Now, maziy, 
tliou art a tall mao, and a proper, and I war- 
rant me, not ci the sanctuary. Who wi thou 1 
speak V^ 

In «s few words as poB^ble, Dudley stated 
bis name, uid the cause of bis being compelled 
to take sanotuary, adding that all the cfaarges 
agunst him were false and malicious, that he 
had been fighting the Sing's battles in France, 
and not without ^ood approof, ever since he was 
a boy, and that he detdred no better honour than 
to be agfun allowed to peril his life in the same 
cause. " Ha i layest thou so ?" cried the King,' 
who was struck with his appearance, and who 
was OS sudden in his capricious attacbmentA as 
in his dislikes — " the Dudleys were ever a true 
and loyal race; thou hast done me good serrice 
in knocking down yonder mad and beastly 
traitor ; ■ I forgive thee that of which thine ene- 
mies would attaint thee ; and he that wags but 
bis finger agiunst thee, after I have said the 
■word, by St. Paul, be shall have cold steel 
atween his head and shoulders ere he be three 
days older. What! ha !" — He loc^d fiercdy 
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sound upon his attendants «nd coropnucou, who 
had now come up, aa if to ask whether anj at 
them dared to question his will in this matter, 
but as they all preseired a re«pectful sileiioe, 
be continued in a more placable hne — " Harkee, 
man, come to the palace of Bridewell to-mMTOw, 
atkd ask tot Harry Fitzalan — for the Earl of 
Arundel, 1 mean, the Lra^ Chamberlain— I 
would have speech of thee." — He then waved 
lua hand for Dudley to retire, a hint whi^ was 
instantly obeyed, and the sanctuary-men having 
been all cleared away by the seijeant-at-arms, 
the King crossed over into the newly-incloaed 
meadows, and puraued his course towards St. 
James's. 

Dudley felt too deeply the importance of se- 
curing the royal favour not to be punctual in 
obeying the order he bad received, andktiowilig 
the monarch's predilection for personal splendour 
in the i^pearance of those that surrounded him, 
be fiuled not to attire himself in a French suit, 
which at once set off his fine figure to the best 
advantage, and afforded bo mean evidence of 
his taste and r^;ardlesmess of expense. Thus 
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equipped he took boMt, aod kncliDg at Brid»> 
well, proceeded towards the Palace, whidb had 
been hastily rebuilt, a few years befinv, for the 
leoeption of tbe Emperor, Cbarlea V., when he 
Tinted England. Its numerous peaked and 
paiated tops, surmounted with the royidaoinuda 
holding gilt fanes, such as the h<m, the antelope,' 
the dragon, the greyhound, and the dun cow, to- 
gether with the general slightness and fre^nees 
of the edifice, contrasted stnsigly with die ad- 
joining church, a venerable and solid structure,' 
the massy gates and walls of which were built 
with the stones <^ the old casUe, that onoe 
•tood <m die banks of the little river Fleet. 
Entering the great quadrangle, Dudley in- 
quired for the apartments of the Lord Cfaam- 
berliun, to which he was escorted; but on cb' 
taining access to that officer, and stating his 
name, his lordship declared he had received no 
orders respecting him. He tiered, however, to 
mention his arrival to the King, who had just 
finished dictating some dispatches, and was ex. 
peeled shortly to embark for his royal manor of 
Greenwich, where he had ordered a banquet to 
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be provided, and had commanded gueats to be 
iRvited. 

Departing for this purpose, he returned aSUt 
a short delay, and desiring Dudley to follow 
him, conducted hitn to a lai'ge apartment hung 
with arttts, at the lower end of which stood a 
band of the knights and esquires of the body, 
with the pensionerB, gentlemen-ushers, and 
others, whom they passed, and proceeded to 
the further extremity of the diamber, where, be- 
hind a traverse,* the King was seated at a table, 
earnestly examining some drawings and plans, 
the purport of which was occasionally e:tplain- 
ed by a heavy coarse-looking personage, wearing 
the appearance <^ a foreigner, and standing at 
Ins side. The latter was the celebrated artist, 
Hans Holbein, who, upon recommendation of 
Sir Thinnas More, had been taken into the 
King's service with a salary of SOO florins ; 
and the drawings were designs for a beautiful 
gate to be erected at Whitehall, whidi had now 
fallen into the King's possession by the for- 

* A traverse was a retired seat with lattice-work 
end a curtsin. 
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fleiture of Wolaey.* Amidst all his BOiaaalitj 
and cruelty, Henry hod a strong attachment for 
Ibe arts, more particularly those oS architecture 
Mui paiilting, and although he noticed, by a 
glance, the arrival of the Xxurd Chamberlnn 
Mid hiB companion, his eyes immediately re- 
verted to the papers before him, on which be 
oontiDUed to pore very attentively, Bu^esting 
from time to time various alterationB aod im- 
provements) in the propriety of which the |vu- 
dent artist took good care to acquiesce. Durii^ 
■U this time the Lord Chamberlain and Dudley 
remained upon their knees^; but the King hod no 
sooner settled the design for the gate, and dis- 
missed the painter, than be ordered them to 
arise, exclaiming, as he surveyed Dudley — 
" Ho! nun ! thou art come, art tboaP marry, 
tiiou art a proper fellow, and of a presence tb«t 
fikes me well. How sayest tbouf Wbatt 
jumps it with thy humour to become one of 
our gentkmen-u^ers, till time jmd thy good 

* This fine Bpecimen of Holbein's taate ia engraved 
ia the Vetnita Momunents, plate xviL 
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dcMTts may better enable us to provide for 
tbee! Ha?" 

Thou^ Dudley vas placed by hia cuvmn- 
stances far abore the necenity o( attknig a pro- 
visioD ia the court, be was mott amious to ob- 
taiD the King's protectioa against the perilous 
tnaclunBtioiis c£ Sir Lionel ; and he accordingly 
deolared, as he again dropped upon one knee, 
diat be should deem it bis highest honour to be 
allofred to serve his grace in ivfaatever rtaticHi 
might be appointed to him. 

" Lookee, my Lord of Arundel," said die 
EiDg-^" this is a Dudley, and of gentle blood ; 
it waa he who struck down the beastly madiiMUi 
yesterday; — it likes me to have such about me 
aa have quick eyes and quicker hands; that 
■wtat not £(« a word, but can catch a look ; 
and whose limbs are as nimble as their thou^^its^ 
when they see aught that jeopards th^ maater; 
so let him be swom^ my liegeman of life and 
Hmb, and possess him of his duty as a gentle- 
man-usher. Away !" 
He motioned with his hand a ngiud of im- 
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patience, which it was never safe to disregard, 
and they accordingly withdrew, the Lord Cham- 
bertiun only signifying his acquiescence in the 
royal commands, by a low bow. 

Scarcely had they quitted the traverse, when 
the King hastily issued from it with, the draw- 
ings in bis hand, and stamping his fix>t, ex- 
daimed : " What, ho ! gentlemen, are ye deaf!* 
is there nobody in attendance F Where be these 
laggard yeomen ? Call hack the German pain- 
ter — ^is he gone 7 What 1 are the yeomen of the 
barge in readiness? then quick, sirs, quick ; the 
time presses. For Greenwich, ho!— for Green- 
widi !" So saying, he pasised forth from the 
apartment, followed by his numerous attend- 
ants. Holbein, who had been hastily recalled, 
joined liim in ^e ante-rocnn, and accompanied 
him into his barge, where he had hardly seated 
hintsdf, when the King again began to study 
the drawings in his hand. So little could his 
ioapetuous temperament brook delay, whatever 
might be the caprice of the moment, that instead 
of proceeding to Greenwich, hie ordered the 
bargemen to row him to Whitehall, that he 
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might immediately settle the locality of the new 
gate, and give orders for its erection. Here he 
remained so long in discussion with Holbein, 
that the time and tide, which would not stay 
even for King Henry the Eighth, rendered his 
proceeding to Greenwich imposrable; and he 
accordingly dispatched a messenger thither on 
horseback, to inform the guests that be bad 
(^nged his mind, and to command their at- 
tendance for the following day. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

A wurt-OHru^ted alave thou art ! 
What 1 IB her name upon Uiy heart 

So elightly graven. 
That, trembliDg at a t^ranfa irown. 
Thou canst renonnce her for thine own ? 

O faithless craven ! 

DoDLEY in the mean while receiving in- 
structions from the Lord Chamberlain asto lus 
duty as a gentleman-usher, was informed that 
it was incumbent on him to be every night in 
his pallet, unless he had special license to the 
contrary ; that he was to attend in rotation at 
dinner ^d supper to see that the squires of the 
body served the King's pottage, and every night 
at eight o'clock, after supper, to make the King's 
cupboard; to take orders in the morning 
where his grace would hear mass, and provide 
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a stool, carpet, and cusbions for the same ; 
to commaad a knight to go with him to the 
ewEry-board when the King took his nwals, to 
raceive the towel and water, and see that 
assays be taken thereof; to call the yeomen to 
take the King's board and tressels away ; to 
learn his highneBs''s mind whether it diaQ jdease 
him to have any heralds, minstrels, or such 
other, to oome into his presence ; to forbid that 
BO manner of man do set any dieh upon the 
Eing^s bed, for fear of hurting the rich counter- 
points, and that no man wipe or rub his hands 
upon the King's arras, whereby it might be 
hurted; and that no man, whatsoever be his 
degree, be so hardy as to nigh the Sing's chair, 
nor stand under the cloth of estate, nor lean 
upon the King's bed, nor approach the cupbouti 
where the Kng's cushion is laid, nor stand 
upon the carpet, but that all stmd down at the 
lower end of the chamber as nigh as they can, 
and so withdraw them wb^i the King speaks 
with any lord ov gentleman ; to record all 
manner of bread, ale, wine, and stocks of 
trenchers spent in the King's chamber, and to 
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certify it intn the King's countiDg-bouse ;-i.jf 
there come any hooourable penonB to theEioj; to 
take them to the celiar, pantry, <»: buttery, aad 
there to command such bread, meat, and drink as 
he shall think fit ; and this in do viae to be iHtb- 
soid : it is the King's honour : and at d^t 
o'clodc to call for a torch for all nighty and to 
go to the buttery for the King's ale^ there to 
receive three cups of ash and ale, giving astny 
thereof ; so to the cellar to receive the cnp, a 
cupboard'.cloth, and two pots of wine far tl»e 
King, giving assay thereof ; — then to the 
grooin-p(M'ters, there to reo^ve a mortar of 
vax, seventeen sizes, and a pricket for the Kii^. 
And this done, all to come into the King's 
great chamber, commanding a yeoman of the 
watch to keep the chamber-door, r^noving all 
others except the kni^ts, squires of the bodyj 
and the watch ; and so then to draw the 
traverse. 

Such was an outline of the duty whidi the 
gentlemen-ushers were expected to discharge in 
rotation, and with respect to the making of 
the King's bed, vrhich he would be oocssionaily 
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called u|>on to auperiotend, it wa« conridered 
•n office of audi cmuequence, thst he was fut- 
nifihed with printed directions for his guidaaee. 
From tluB paper, which was of considerable 
length, we shall make a few ex tracts, for the be- 
nefit of such chamberlains and chambermaids 
<£ the preiNit day as may wish to know how 
th^ functiMis vn^te performed in the palace of 
H«iry the Eighth. 

" First, a groom or a page to tdie a twch, 
and go to the wardrobe of the King's beds, and 
bring them of the wardrobe, with the King's 
stuff, into the chamber f<H- making of the bed ; 
whereas ought to be a gentleman- usher, four 
yeomen i^ the chamber for the making of the 
sMd bed, the groom to stand at the bed's feet 
with his torch, the gentleman-usher apart, com- 
manding them what they shall do ; a yetwian 
with a dagger to search the straw of the Singes 
bed, that there be none untruth therein ; and 
then these yeomen to cast the bed ai down upon 
that, and one of them to tumble over it for the 
"search thereof. Then they to beat and toss 
the said bed, and to lay on then the bolster, 

VOL. III. I 
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without touching of the bed whereas it ought 
to lye. Then they of the wardrobe to deliver 
them a fustian, taking assay thereof." (Here 
follow minute directions for the laying of each 
sheet and fustian, as wejl as of the jhUows, hul- 
ster, and head sheet.)—" And then the aud 
wardrober to deliTer unto the ye<BneD two little 
small pilloiws, wherewithal the gentleman-usber 
shall give the assay to the wardrober, and to 
the yeom^t whidi have laid hands upon, the said 
beds. And then the said two yeomen to Uy np 
the said bed towards the bolster, &s it was before, 
they nmking a cross, and kissing where theff 
bMide were. And so then every of them to 
stick up the angels about the bed, and to let 
down, the curtains. Item, a squire for the body, 
or a gentlemon-ui^r, ought to set the King's 
sword at his bed's head."* 

Apologizing to such of our readers as feel no 
interest in these cubiculary detiuls, we proceed 
to state that Dudley soon qualified himself for 

• The whole may be found, ae wellaa the duties of a 
gentleman'Uaher, in the Antiquarian Repertoiy, vol. ii. ' 
ppi 168 and S06. - 
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his new office, and dischttrged its duUes with an 
alacrity, which combined with hia personal come- 
liness, and the rich elegance of his dr^s, two 
recommendations that always found favour in 
Henry's sight, procured him on several occasions 
the approving notice of the monarch. Although 
this condescen^oD never extended beyond an 
exclamation of — " Ha ! it if well. Marry, thou 
art a fellow of mark and likelihood. What !" 
Yet coming from a sovereign who was ever 
more peremptory than gracious, even in his 
commendations, it was interpreted by the cour- 
tiers as a certain prelude to his advancement ; 
and their deference augmented in an exact ratio 
with the increase of these royal tributes to his 
merit. Dudley himself began to think highly 
of his own prospects, when, in about three weeks 
after his arrival at Court, Sir John unexpectedly 
entered his room, and running up to him with 
all the familiarity of an old and staunch friend, 
shook him heartily by the hand, exclwming, — 
" Mine honest coz, my most worshipful kith 
and kin, by Gad's lid, I am right glad to see 
your hopes budding and blowing in the sunshine 
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of the King's eye. I am come to redeem my 
pledge, for in these matters my cooEcience is some- 
what Equeam^sh and fastidious. Said I not, that 
when you were riding upwards upon fortune''s 
wheel you should have my hand, and find me 
your weU-willer, your beadsman, your life-and- 
limb ^end; and think you I am the man to Hinch 
from ^ch a solemn pledge f not I, forsooth, for 
ray counsellor, Jack Dudley, whispers me that I 
were an anant knave and a fool, and a blind buz- 
sard, which is worse, did I not assure my wor- 
thy couon, Poyn@ Dudley, Esquire, Gentleman^ 
Usher to the King^ and standing well in his 
favour, that I am bis slave, his Pythias, his 
alter-etridem, bis bondsman, and his sworn 
brother." Taldng Dudley's hand in both of 
his own, he prtsssed it tenderly to bis heart, 
St the same time looking in his face with such 
an expres^on of burlesque sincerity, that his 
kinsman, who knew there was no use in being 
(fended, burst out a-laughing, and made him 
a low bow of ackpowledgmei^t. 

Sir John, indeed, was not one of those wilb 
whom it was easy to be angry. His total 
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Want of principle, his hollow and heartless 
selfishne^ were, with very few exc^itiong, 
common to the whole court of Henry, perhaps 
characteristic of the age ; but the frankness 
with which he avowed them, at least exculpated 
him, in one respect, from the charge of hypo- 
crisy ; while there was something so amusing 
iu his cheerful epicurism, vivacious worldliness, 
and calculating levity, that those who had once 
enjoyed his society, could aeldom forego it 
without regret. Though he knew he could 
never depend upon him as a fiiend, Dudley 
was not sorry to renew his acquaintanceship 
with so merry a companion, into whose pre. 
sent prospects he inquired, and asked whether 
be still retained hts situation in the Tower. 

" Ay, marry, do I," said Sir John, *' and 
a better one to boot. Body o' me! if I ever 
become noble, it will be by means of churfs 
children; for I no sooner saw that my old 
patron, the butcher's son, was gc»ng down the 
hill, than I attached myself to a blacksmith's 
son, who was rising up to eclipse him in the 
royal favour ; and I am now in the service of Sii 
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Thomas Cromwdl, the principal secretary of 
state, who goes d^ly to the King's closet, and has 
the command of his ear. This, let me tell you, 
cousiD mine, is a better post than the governor- 
sbip of Calais; and if my friend, Jack Dudley, 
do not play me false, nor the headBman''s axe 
rob me of my patron, I shall climb up the steps 
of preferment, till I am enabled to kick down 
the ladder by which I rose, and nail myself to 
the topmost spoke of fortune's wheel. Howbeit, 
coz, it behoYCB me to be wary which way I 
climb, for though I reverence a dutiful son, I 
am 80 far from wishing to follow my father's 
example, that I am sworn to die with my head 
on. And you, my most dear and esteemed 
kith-and-kinsman, how marches your oM quarrel 
with the fearful Flibbertigibbet, the Maliound; 
the doughty Hycke-Scorner, the Sir Beelzebub 
of the Tor Hill?" 

Dudley stated the delusion under which he 
laboured, with respect to Cecil's supposed sa> 
- nity, and expressed his hope that as he had ' 
himself dropped all prosecution of his cousin's 
chums, Sir Lionel would equally resign his hos- 
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tile purposes, espemlly as he was now undw 
the royal protection. - Sir Joha remained nearly 
the whole morning detailing all the news and 
scandal of the cuurt, and thus was an acquain- 
tanceship renewed, which soon ripened into a 
considerable intimacy, although the motives 
to the intercourse, which were the detdre of 
amusement on one' side, and the hope of ad- 
vancement on the other, woidd not allow it to 
be digai6ed with the name of friendship. 

On the day following this interview, there 
was a banquet and hall in the Lord Chamber- 
lain''s apartments, to which Dudley was invited-, 
and where, to his no small astonishment, he 
encountered Beatrice, of whose residence in 
the palace he had been previously uninformed, 
Her surprise equalled his own; for Sir Lionel 
had told her that he had been compelled to 
take refuge in the sanctuary, under chai^i;t!S 
of a treasonable nature ; though he bad for<- 
gotten to add that they all emanated from him- 
self. Dudley's presence in the court, and the , 
office he held, sufficiently attested that he had 
been cleared from these imputations, a cir- 
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cumstaoce upon which ahe Goi^ratulated him 
with the greatest earoestness ; and fis he did not 
choose to criminate her father, by stating his 
share ia these iaise accusatjona, there was no- 
thing to interrupt the perfect cordiality of their 
tDeeting. Both parties, indeed, abstained from 
all mention of Sir Lionel ; Dudley, from 
feetings of delicai^, Beatrioe from a sense c^ 
sbame, for she felt that his conduct had been 
violent and unvarrontable. They danced to- 
gether, and quickly renewed those kindly feel- 
ings, which bad been so abruptly checked by 
the occurrences at the Tor Housed Dudley could 
not forget that she hod been the preserret 
of his life;' that stately presence and magni- 
ficence of attire, whidi had first won his ad- 
miration, shone with undiminished splendour, 
even amid the galaxy of all the court-beauties ; 
while the hauteur of her carriage and demea- 
nour appeared to be considerably softened, — 
a circumstance which he attributed to the 
necessity of her evincing a comparatiTe con- 
descension in her attendance upon the Queen. 
They had now frequent opportunities of meet- 
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isg! at the ooart-pardes, in which tbis iBtimacy 
kuirMeect ; and Dudley, who imagined that there 
would be no difficulty in reconciling Sir Lionel 
to the match, now that he bad abandoned all 
pFooeedings iii Cecil's behalf, to fiir constituted 
himidf her professed admirer, as to be called 
by the courtiers her terctmt ; — a pereonoge who, 
according to the then established code of gal- 
lantry, was privileged to divide his mistress's 
attention with her spaniel ; to send her pre- 
■ente aad amatory verses, emblems and de- 
vices s in short, to e^ipress his passion, uid 
make an of^r c^ kis Itend, in every sort of 
language except plain English, 

The Earl of Surrey and Sir Thomas Wyatt, 
imitating the example of Petrarch, had indeed at 
this period introduced the fashtiHi of a platonio 
love, which, without aspiring to an union with 
ita object, mimicked, with a fictitious fervour, 
all the ardour of a real pas^on. The first of 
thesie distii^uished poets was content to cele- 
brate an unknown beauty, under the name of 
the fair Geraldine ; the second was supposed to 
have shadowed forth Anna Boleyn in his ania- 
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tor; effusions ; but there were Bome who aTow> 
ed)y cultivated a metaphyracal passion for an 
imaginary njrmph, and hugged, and tossed, and 
duidled this puppet of the brain, with all the 
vain fondness of a child caresung its doll. Even 
where the attentions of the gallants were directed 
towards a living object, it was difficult to as- 
^gn a definite character to their devoirs ; to say 
whether they ori^nated in that male coquetry 
which was fashionable among the flatterers of 
the day, or whether they were to be considered 
as preludes to an honest and unequivocal decla- 
ration of love. 

Such precisely' was the difficulty in which 
Beatrice found herself placed with respect to 
Dudley. Now that he filled an h<mouraUe sta- 
tion at Court, and was daily rising in the King's 
favour, she had no reason to -conclude that her 
father would refuse his sanction to their mar- 
riage; and although from her own altered views, 
unce her arrival at Court, she no longer contem- 
plated many points in his character with the 
same admiration as formerly, her memory sup- 
plied much that was wanting to her heart ; for 
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^retained towards him all that tender predi- 
lection which a vamaxi aeldom losen for the man 
who iirst succ^ded in awakening the donuaDt 
sympathies of her bownn, and mote especially 
where she baa been the preserver of his life. 

Dudley himself had hardly made up his own 
■mod. Although not habitunlly indeciuve^ he 
had a t^idency to procrastination— a desire to 
defer every thing, especially if its execution 
were attended with a departure from the custo> 
mary routine of his life and his enjoyments. 
Although he had long since infleidbly resolved 
not to fulfil the contract with Miss Poyns, and 
□ever to revi^t the live machines of Beckham^ 
t<Hi Hall, he had not yet written the letter 
which was to release his affianced wife from her 
engagement, and leave her at liberty to marry 
any man, who might have less objection than 
himself to an automatical spoute. In addition 
to this besetting an, which neither allowed him 
to discard one mistress nor to secure another, 
tbexe was an attraction to his mind in continu- 
ing to be in the fashion, of which he was always 
an ardent admirer,-4n being an understood and 
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yet w imd«!cLued Jov«r:r-m>sweHii^tlie train 
of puch modish tnOeia witb Onpid m the £arl 
of Surrpj and Sir Tbeoua Wyatt. 

Such wen the flircumtsbuueB ttutt ocoisknMl 
him to to; and dally vith. his pastdon, until aa 
eveot occurred which brought hu iiR«r<»urse 
with Beatrice to an abrupt and ahgty «onclu^ 
sion. The capridous Hetvyhad' grown tired 
of Aoaa Bolcyn, and had seored; resolved upoa 
her d^ructioD ; bis paeaon for Jane Seymour 
had not hitherto es,ti4ided beyond a few scrut^ ' 
niziiig gUuces; and in this inter-regnum of his 
anwraua desireB, he cast hie ayes upon Beatrice ' 
AS she was dancing at a Couri^ball banquet— a ' - 
reocei^n in which she esceUed, and which set 
off her fine figure to the beat advantage. He had 
been strucic with her when he tint encountered 
her at the Tor House ; other tiidughts and 
pursuits had buko dnven ittx from his mind; 
but this rebound of his first admiration proved 
stronger thwi the original impuldon. She was 
precisely that cn-der of beauty whieh he had 
alw^ admired, ~a large, stately, and alluring' 
figure] embeUished by a tagt^l richness oF-' 
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attire{-~Jiis Jienrt, or ratber his sense* were at 
thfpnesent mctaKnt uiwcctiiried ; and he suf- 
fered his imB^natien to brood upon the diarms 
he had been leoDtemplatiDg, Until he fancied 
bim^lf to be vdemently in love. Opposition 
to his detucB] car even delay in their grattficBtion* 
was not to be brooked, and he accordingly de- 
teisuDed to seek htr aa his mistress, an honour 
whidi, be doubted not, would be duly appre- 
dated, and eagerly coveted by one whose father 
was of tUe^imate birth, and whose mother's 
connexiow DfiiUier noticed nor recognized her. 
From the inquitjes he hutituted, be learnt that 
Dudl^ was bra declared terotmt, and it was, 
therefore, necessary to apprise him, in the first 
instance, thirt he was not bo presume to go any 
further 19 the affair, nor <» any account to make 
her an offer of his hand. 

At this time the Court was rending at White- 
hall, and it was Dodlt^'s turn of duty to super- 
intend the nigbt-wal^ stationed in the Sing's 
great chamb^, whkh formed a spacious vesti. 
bule to bis bed-room. The monarch had long 
retired to rest ; Budley, by the light of a great 
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torch stuck up in the centre of the room, had- 
been reading Aretino*s SstireB, which he closed 
and ptit in his pocket on hearing great T<Mn of 
Westminster strike the hour c^ midnight. On 
looking round the room, he discovered that he 
was the only person awake ; — the knights and 
squires of the body were stretched upon their 
straw pallets ; — the yeomen of the guard, having 
laid their halberds and drawn swords upon the 
ground, -were slumbering at their posts, the 
li^t of the torch resting with a steady gledm 
upon their half-armour, or flashing fitfully, as 
they occasionally made some small and uncon- 
■dous change in their posture. It is well, 
thought Dudley to himself, that the sentinels 
without are more upon the alert, for he beard 
them relieving guard, and caught the measured 
tread of their footsteps as they marched across 
. the paved court-yard. As he still listened to 
the diminishing echoes of their feet, ancrther 
scwnd reached his ear; — it was the King 
coughing in his bed-room, and presently after 
lie heard him call out impatiently — "^What, ho '. 
who waits without?" 
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It was hia first impulse to awi^en the guard, 
IX some of the knights of the body, none of 
whom had beard the call; but knowing the 
King's impatience, and antidpating his fury, 
^ould he discover that they had been sleeping 
at their posts, he hastily glided behind the tra- 
verse, and putting his mouth, to the door of the 
privy chambw, exclaimed : " Did your higb- 
ae«s call?" 

" Who art thou, fellow ? what is thy name f " 
was the rejJy. 

" I am Poyns Dudley, one of your grace^s 
u^ers, so please you." 

" Ha! is it thou? WhatI come in — I would 
have speech of thee." 

After having heard the monarch pull a string 
that drew up a bolt, Dudley opened the door, 
entered the royal bedchamber; the door closed 
of itself ; and the bolt dropped down again into 
its socket. Two large wax tapers, on a marble 
table, diffused a Btrwg light through the room, 
irradiating the ^It angels with which the bed ' 
was decorated ; and giving their benignant fea- 
tures the full benefit of a contrast with the royal 
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phynogndtn^. Brfofe this period, Henry had 
romrnanded all pereonB at court tocul tbcsT huf 
■hort, of which fashion he set them the example } 
at the same time su^rmg his beaid to gtx>w, And 
wearing it knotted. B; a long^coune of sensa^ 
indulgence, hie body had begun to grov unwieldy, ■ 
and his face tohe bloated and distended, until ttw 
pendent and swollen jowl inight«lmost have been 
termed a dewlap ; while hii features wore that 
look of moral intoxication, which is inTari^y 
superinduced by a long coetinued and iatero- 
perate gratificadtxi of the wilU They expreeted 
disease, as well as peerishsess and imp«tience; 
offering an instructire endeOce that Nature will 
not suffer either the appetites or the will to be 
abused, without entailing his own puoidmbent 
upon the tram^resscnr. It vas impossible to 
look at him for a moment, without seeing that' 
the aoinial propensities had been allowed to pre- 
ponderate over the intellectual, until his per- 
ional appearance had sympathized with his pur- 
suits: it was evident that his soul bad' begun to 
embody and embrute. At the present moment 
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his couotenance exhilnted an additional degree 
of irritotioD, oa account of hia attendants haT~ 
ing placed his drink beyond his leaoh; while 
his appearance was more than usually gdm and 
menndng-from the sight-^ar in which he wm 
AFEiiyed ; and front his baviag hiid hia hand* 
perhaps uncooedou^y, upon the hilt of the 
awocd at the head of his bed. 

Such was the figure wb<^ after having pro- 
nounced an angry malison upon the groom, 
who had placed his ' drinlt so br off, command- 
ed Dadley to hand it to him, inquiring, at the 
same time, whether be had seen assay taken of 
the cup. An answer being given in the affirma* 
tive, he was ordered to assay it himself, in 
compliance with which be drai^ a small portioo 
of the wine, andtben handed the cup to the 
King, who emptied its contents at a draught 
Appearing to be somewhat pacified by diis deep 
potation, he continued in a lower and less impe- 
riouB voice — "come nearer to me, man I nearer 
still ; what ! Harkee, Sir> thou art of ac- 
quaintance with yonder girl of Somersetshire—^ 
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one of the Queen^a ladies — the daugfatn of 
BBsUrd Fitzmaurice.'* 

Dudley bowed bis head in token of acqui- 
escence i but the "Kiitg, offended with this mute 
acknowledgment, impetuouEly exclaimed, " Dost 
thou not hear me. Sir ? Ha V 

" I had the honour of making acquaintance 
with MisttestFitzmauiice in her father's house, 
so please your grace,^ said Dudley, agwn 
bowing. 

" Then mark me, Sir.; mark me well, and 
do as I shall bid thee. Deliver unto her these 
baubles." From a Bmall pocket at the head tA 
bis bed he took a favourite ring, painted in 
eoamel by Holb^n, with a representation of the 
battle of Bosworth; together with a carcanet 
of rich jewels, which he put into Dudley''B 
hand, and continued—" Tell her that the King 
stands well affected towards her, that he admires 
her charms,^ — that it is his purpose to promote 
and honour her^-and that if she prove biuuNii 
and obedient to his will, she may have an 
establishment and a pension, and not less 
honourable entreatntent than was shown to the 
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Lady Talboys.* Aoil mark me well, Sir, I 
will have no passages of courtship shown to her 
from any other maa : not a word— not a breath 
— not a look — or, by St. Paul, bis head shall fly 
from his shoulders. Dost thou hear me P Ha ! 
What !* 

" I do, so please your highness, and am in 
all things bound to obey your grace's orders." 

" It is well, Sir ; so shalt thou find favour 
and reward. Begone < and let me have speech 
of thee to-morrow. Away I Ha !" 

Dudley bowed and retired, the bolt was raised, 
he opened the door, it closed behind him, and 
he again found himself in the ante-room, ntme 
of whose inmates appeared to have been dis- 
turbed by a conversation which had made such 
a sudden alteration in his prospects, and im- 
posed upoTi him an office that was utterly repug- 
nant to his feelings. Aretino's Satires were no 
longer consulted, and yet he felt Httle disposi> 
tion to sleep, his thoughts being too busily ab- 

■ The King's former miBtress, by whom he hod 
Henry Fitzroy, created Duke of Blchmond and So- 
moMt. 
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aorbed in the conBukratieo of what conduct it 
becHnte him to p'ursne m this pdriloua «iaer- 
geacy. He was, as ve have fotmeriy stided, 
a stranger to persoOal fear, under alt the ordi- 
nary presentments of danger. Ht wis a pro* 
fessed and successful dueiiist; he had -killed 
three adwaiuies, and vould cheerfolly have 
encAuntered as many more, upon a queB^on of 
a feather or a strair. He possessed, in short, a 
brav^ which was partly oonstitutionel, partly 
acquired in the exerciae of his profesaon, yaiily 
excited by the fear of bring tho«:^t acowarH: 
but to that high, monU court^ whidi impels a 
man; when he is called upon by duty, to en. 
counter disgrace or death without flinching ;— 
which leads him to disdain life when it can only 
be purchased by the sacrifice of a pnnciple; — 
to this, the uily true and noUe intrepidity, 
Dudley was a struiger. He might have ob- 
tained the oHiqueror's wreath, but he would 
never have aspired To the crown of martyrdcHD. 
His residence, too, in so slavish and d^raded 
a court, and more especially hts intintacy with 
Sir John, had already tended to corrupt bis 
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hotiodfi; while his experienw-of the TeDunrsebw 
oraellj, with vhidi Henry dssteoyed aU (hoK 
who opjkMed theniseJveB to;the ^ecuiioD at bis 
desireB, oonvinoed bim that bis life was at bu- 
3ard if be boggled in the ptcrfunaance of his 
commisBOnj and Intimidated him from ^ther 
asserting his own ri^ts and wishea, or consult- 
ing the feelings <^ Beatrice. 

Once determined by these ignoble considera- 
tions to «4)ey the orders t^ bis royal master, he 
sooa found a thousand idsmiUe justifications of 
his robmiss&on; for the mind is a subtle sopbiater 
in Tindioatii^ its own aberrations, and making 
the reason a pandar to the wilL His official 
oa^ bound him to do bis master's bidding.; be 
bad never committed himself to Beatrice by »iy 
irreclaimable pledge or^declaration ; bis attach- 
ment to her was not of tbat nature, which should 
be put in competition witb his loyalty, or al- 
lowed to endanger his existence. True, she 
bad iipon one occasion saved his life ; — true, he 
had constituted binieelf her professed admirer 
and servant; but ibe former was the Involun- 
tary impulse of a moment, which would have 
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been equally elicited by any other person in si- 
nrilu* jeopardy ; the latter was the mere decla- 
ration of a preference vhich he was bound to 
abandon vhen his royal master became his riTBl, 
and which it was possible that Beatrice hersrff 
might be glad to forget, when she had a mo- 
narch for a suitor. 

Determined by these futile arguments to be- 
come as pusillanimous as the Kst of his brother- 
courtiers, he put the rich jewels in his pocket, 
and proceeded on the following morning to 
Beatrice's apartment, hoping as he went that 
she might afford him an excuse for his own 
conduct, by evincing a disposition to listen to 
the King's overtures. With this view he placed 
the splendid ring upon the table, and displayed 
the gorgeous carcanet in its most tempting form, 
before he prepared himself to deliver his mes- 
sage. All the hopes, however, that he had 
built upon the possibility of her acquiescence 
in its purport, vanished the moment he beheld 
her. - There is scMnething in the calm dignity of 
beauty and virtue, which the most hardened li- 
bertine cannot contemplate without awe:— upon 
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Dudley its effect was ]X)werful and instanta- 
neous. He was at once ctmfused, humiliated, 
and. yet doggedly resdved to go through with the 
odious business be had undertaken, so that it 
was difficult to Bay whether the tqanner or the 
matter were the most contemptible, as he stam-' 
mered out bis message, which he delivered as 
nearly as ppssible in the King's own words. 

Mtich of the haughtiness and impetuous ve- 
hemence, which we formerly noticed in the cha- 
raeter*of Beatrice, had been softened by her 
reudence in the court ; but she was so outraged 
in every feeling, so wounded in her pride, so 
stung to her heart's core, not less by the na- 
ture of this pr<^K>sition, than by its being com- 
municated by Dudley, that all her early violence 
seemed to burst forth from her anew. Her face 
became suddenly and de^ly inflamed, her eyes 
flashed fire, her features assumed that look of 
inefltible disdain which made th^n resemble her 
father's, and imparted an unfeminine, almost a 
terriUe character to her beauty, and as she 
Sfdeed the carcaoet and da^ed it indignantly to 
the ^^round, ^e excliumed — "The King is a 
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vUlain to offer me this insult, and thou art a 
acnry, and a base, and a hateful craven to be- 
come his pandai i" So saying she drew up her 
atatdy figure till it evea seemed to exceed its 
usual height, and casting upon Dudley another 
look of unutterable scom, walked hastily out of 
the apartment. 

Whatever had been the delight, the enthu- 
siasm, with which Beatrice had at first embraced 
a court-life, her dreams of its guety and glory 
had been long since dissipated, and many recent 
circumstances had combined to render her dis- 
contented with her station. Nothing, indeed, 
would have induced her to retain it so long, but 
her grateful attachment to the Queen, who»e 
particular favour she enjoyed, to whose religion 
she bad become a convert, and of whose numer- 
ous charities and virtues she was sometimes-the 
almoner, and always the admirer. This unex- 
pected outrage, proceeding from the King, and 
ctmveyed to her by Dudley, filled up the 
measure of her disgust. She saw no resource, 
ao safety but in immediate flight, from a scene 
. which had now become altogether hateful ip her 
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eyes, sad once hAViof^ fomied this ieaga abe set 
td>dut its execntioR witb achanctoiBtic energy. 
T^iog an a^tieni^e leave of the QueeOjAon 
vhem the ree^yei a valudile t)resent, and to 
^eiu Aff assigned no other remon fin- her hasty 
deptirttiM'^n ttie ^eeestity of herpcetence at 
the Tor Houee, she ordered a couple of horses 
te be purchased, and accompanied only by an 
aged groom, wh<c«n she had taken into her ser- 
Ttee froBi motives of cbanty, was riding along 
(he 'great western road soon irfter sunrise of the 
fttUo^nng morning, in commencement of her 
journey into Somerset^ire. 
" Dudley, who had' hardly been prepared for 
6uch a sudden burst of indignation as that with 
which be had been Tinted, felt not a little 
ashamed and humSiated at the predicament in 
which he had placed himself. i]is c«urt-Bo< 
phistry, however, soon coming to the aid of his 
wouAded pride, he began to think it fortunate 
ibr both parties that their intimscy'had been 
abniptly broken (#, rince they were thus no 
IbHgerHable to the wrath which would inW- 
Hbly fall upon their heads, should the King 
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even suspect them of having disobeyed bis 
orders. He was conscious, nevertheless, that 
he cut but a sorry figure in the transaction ; and, 
anxious to escape from it as soon as possible, 
he picked up the carcanet, which had recaved 
no damage, intending to return it immediately 
to his royal master, and leave him to negociate 
bis own treaty with the intractable Beatrice. 
He accordingly presented himself to the King, 
in obedience to the command be had received, 
and kneeKng down, as was then the custom for 
all who approached him, deposited the jewels 
upon a table, stating that Miss Fitzmaurtce 
had declined receiving them, and had bitterly 
reprimanded him for being the bearer of such 
a proposition. Of her invectives against the 
King himself, which would have placed her 
head in his power, he of course said nothing. 

Henry stormed and stamped, as was hia wont, 
when any evinced the smallest disposition to 
question his despotic will ; and, having thrown 
out vague menaces of compelling the haughty 
traitress to yield to his desires, waved his hand 
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for Dudley to retire, a signal which was promptly 
and most willingly obeyed. 

On the following day, when the tyrant learnt 
her flight from the Court, his wrath redoubted, 
and his threats of vengeance were deep and 
dread ; but ere he had time to consider about 
their execution, he became suddenly and vio- 
lently enamoured of Jane Seymour, and pro- 
portionably impatient to effect the destruction 
of Anna Boleyn; In this double absorption of 
his thoughts, the impression that Beatrice had 
made upon his capricious mind was as quickly 
effaced as it had been created. The whim of 
the moment was always pursued with such" ar- 
dour, until it was gratilied, that it drove out all 
its predecessors ; and in his hot and horrid eager- 
ness to behead one queen, and crown another, 
it is no wonder that he completely forgot the 
Sbmersetshire girl, for whom, in an idle hour, he 
had destined the honour of making her a suc- 
cessor to the Lady Talboys. 

It did not appear, however, that he had over- 
looked Dudley's l^ady obedience to his com- 

K % 
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mands, for he increased his favour towards tiitn, 
as if anxious to make bim some atooement for 
the loss of his mistress. He w&s selected to at- 
tend the Sing at several of bis private partiesT . 
where he g^erally encountered his iinsman'Sir 
John, who seemed to be inanusting faiftiself ra- 
pidly into the good graces of bis royal master, 
b^ his merry cheer, and his various powers of 
enteitunment. Although bis increasing corpuy 
tency incapadtated him from pursuhig the sports 
of the field with the same ardour as formerly,, 
Henry retained all his original fondness for the 
pastime, and had given orders for a great bunt- 
ing party in Eppiog Forest, to which Dudley 
and Sir John were invited. At that time the 
forest extended still nearer to London than it 
now does; and as it was well stocked with 
game, its facility of access occasioned it to be 
the favourite place of resort for the royal ex- 



The morning chosen for the sport proved 
highly pro]:»tious; the sky was cloudless; it 
was the month of May ; the forest seemed to be 
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revelling in all the fresh and vivid sprightliness 
of spring; the gross and the bushes were covered 
with flowers; the boughs were dancing in a cool- 
breeze; the birds saluted the royal party with 
music, which the noiseless tread of the horses 
uptHi the tctt turf allowed to be distinctly heard ; 
fragrance -wea' wafted from the green alleys i 
every thing seemed to bespeak renovated life, 
beauty, and enjoyment, and to instil into the 
bosom of the beholder a feeling of complacency 
and delight. Henry was in unusual eptrits, 
and in a still more uncustomary mood of con- 
descoiuon, laughing heartily at Sir John's buf- 
foonery and merry tales ; stooping even to ven- 
ture at an occasional jokeJn return; patting the 
neck of Black Bosworth, which was the name of 
his hunter, or occasionally stopping to caress a 
favourite greyhound, of such unusual dimen- 
sions, that it was able, by placing its fore-pawi 
upon the hco^^s shoulder, to lay its head in the 
King's lap. 

As if it had been destined that all circum- 
stances should prove auspicious on ibis happy 
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day, their pastime was followed with a success 
which left the keenest ^rtsman nothing to de- 
sire, uaUl Henry gave orders for halting beneath 
the shade of a majestic oak, that the whole party 
might partake of some refreshment before they 
renewed the cbace. Never was a command mote 
cheerfully obeyed, for a hunter's appetite is pro- 
verbial ; and the morning's exercise had afforded 
good excuse for their hunger. The attendants 
quickly unpacked and disf^yed the provisions; 
the hounds lay panting in the shade ; the horses 
were hrowung the grass or the boughs of the 
tree, while the monarch and his attendant train, 
dispersed in various groups upon the ground, 
were busily diseasing the different viands, or 
quaffing the strong ale which had been broached 
for their recreation. 

As soon as Henry bad satisfied bis appetite, 
be devoted his attention to his favourite grey- 
hound, who had kmed himself by running a 
thorn into his foot. The King, who piqued 
himself upon his surgical and medical skill, 
would not suffer any of his attendants to ap 
proach the animal, but taking it in his lap, 
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carefully extracted tbe thorn with his own 
bands, applied a bandage to the wound, and 
secured it with a piece of thread ; after which 
the Toyei. dog-doctor and his four-le^ed pa- 
tient exchanged kisses and caresses with every 
demonstration of mutual attachment. 

*' A lion in war and a lamb in peace," said 
Sir John, speaking apart to Dudley, and yet 
loud enou^ to be overheard ; " who, that had 
seen our valorous King striking down the 
French at Touroay and Boulc^e, would deem 
him so full of pity and compassion as thus to 
care, with his own royal fingers, for the healing 
of a greyhound?" 

At this moment, the report of a distant 
cannon was heard, when the King, suddenly 
casting off the dog, starting upon his feet, and 
clapping his hands together, exclaimed — " Ha ! 
ha ! it is done ! the business is done ! Un- 
couple the hounds, let ua now follow the sport." 

This cannon was the preconcerted signal 
which was to mark the moment when Anna Bo- 
leyn's head was struck off ! The King pursued 
his diversion in the forest some time longer; 
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and, returning to Loodon, was married on that 
very evening, or, according to Bome autlioritieB, 
on the following morning, to the Lady Juie 
Seymour.' 

* This hunting anecdote is giren in Rapin'H History 
by Tiadal : toI. tL p. ill, ed. IT5T. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Love Bud religion shall unite 
Their flame* to kindle reason's light. 

Much injur'd Cedl I 
Then rise, and all thy clwiDS affinn> 
Till slander'a self shall bluih to tenn 

Thy mind imliecile. 

Some time before the occurrence of the tra- 
gical event, recorded in the conclusion -of the 
last chapter, Beatrice, pursuing her long journey 
with a persevering fearlessness, had arrived at 
the Tor House, when she found that Su- Lionel 
had a day or two before set off for London to 
claim the castle, manor, and estate of Farleigh, 
near Bath. Lord Hungerford, the possessor of 
these large domains, had just fallen a victim to 
the unsparing axe of the law, leaving no issue ; 
and Sir Lionel, whose rapacity was insatiable, 
K 5 
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because his profusion was boundless, irame- 
diatelj hurried up to the metropolis, to claim 
the property nominally on behalf of his ward, 
as the next heir, but, in fact, that he might- 
obtain it for himself. As this object was not so 
quickly accomplished as he had anticipated, 
and his joumey was connected with some other 
of the plots and plans in which be was inces- 
santly occupied, he was detained a considerable 
time in the precincts of the Court. 
. It is needless to state the cordiality, with 
which Lady Fitzmaurice received her step- 
daughter, for there was never any pause or ebb 
in the flow of her afiections ; but instead of that 
cold and imperious, not to say arrogant, demean- 
our, with which' Beatrice had been, sometimes 
accustomed to repel her kindness, she threw 
herself into her arms, while in a. mixed feeling 
of compunction at her former ingratitude, and 
delight at having found a safe home and a sin- 
cere friend, she pressed her mother fondly to 
her heart, and burst into tears. It has been 
already slightly intimated that her readenceat 
the Court had effected a considerable change in 
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her views, hopes> and habits. We may now state 
that, when she returned to the Tor House, she 
was no longer the same hauglity and aspiring 
girl as when she had quitted it. Beatrice was 
an altered woman ! Her early levity, pride, and 
other errors, had emanated from a defective 
education, — from the false principles instilled 
into her by her father, — and from a want of 
reflection rather than any deficiency of sense or 
feeling. Rank and power, splendour and dis- 
tinction, bad been incesBontly held out to her £s 
the only worthy objects of ambition ; the only 
infallible sources of happiness. Filled with 
these expectations^ she had visited the Court 
with a buoyant and a bounding heart'; but, 
young and giddy as she was, her mind was too 
strong, too penetrating, to allow her to be long 
deceived. She was surrounded by all that had 
been described to her as forming the certain, 
constituents of happiness; yet, after the lirsi 
impresuoHB of novelty had worn off, she felt 
not this promised felicity in her own bosom, 
myr could she discover that others were more 
fortunate than herself. The Queen, who had 
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been promoted from a comparatively humbk 
station to the very stunmit of gruideuc, was, 
perhaps, the most unhaj^ person in the Court. 
When Beatrice had heen called into her pri-. 
Tate chamber to play over to her some of the 
French ditties in which' she delighted, she had 
often seen her melt into tears, and recal with 
regret the days of her youtfa, when she hved 
obscure and contented : a touching and instruc- 
tive lesson, which effectu^y dispelled from the 
mind of her auditress all the false and glittering 
visions by which she had been deluded. 

Blinded as Beatrice had been as to the. proper 
objects of pursuit, her views <rf abstract mora- 
lity and justice had never been corrupted. 8he 
possessed an innate and supreme wntempt for 
baseness, cruelty, and oppression ; at the Court 
of Henry the Eighth there was little dse to be 
witnessed ; — with two or three exceptions, she 
beheld nothing but fraud, duplicity, and abject 
prostration in the grandees ; nothing but self- 
ishness, sensuality, and cruel despotism, in Ibe 
King ; and the previous disappointment of her 
hopes was quickly succeeded by disgust. She 
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felt all the real littleneis of the great ; the utter 
imthleBsneBS of every thing, upon which she 
had hitherto valued cither herself or others ; 
and huiniliated as well as mortified, she im- 
bibed such a contempt for the whole scene in 
which she was moving, that she would have 
8ed from the Court with more alacrity than ever 
^e had sought it, had she not been restrained 
by her grateful and affectionate attachment to 
the Queen. 

This friendship was now to be strengthened 
and exalted by the sanctions of religion. As 
Anns Boleyn felt herself to be the immediate 
cause of the R^ormation jn England, she de- 
listed to set herself up as its champion and 
asserter. She was a general patroness of learned 
meo, and a steady protector of those who fa- 
voured liberal notions in religion. She had a 
little court of her own, consisting almost entirely 
of eminent Protestants, among whom were La- 
timer and Shaxton, her chaplains, who assisted 
in the distribution of her unbounded charities. 
In private, among her ladies, she employed ber- 
self in embroidery, id makii^ clothes for! the 
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poor, and ia reading TincUra Traualatioo of 
the TestameBt, the cxecudoD of which she had 
promoted as far as she could. Beatrice had 
beea educated in the Catholic faith ; but the 
perusal of this volume, of which the Queen pre- 
sented her with a copj, and the conversations 
of Jier royal mistress, soon convinced her quick 
judgment that she had been in error ; . and she 
emhraced the reformed religion, with an enthu- 
^sm that impelled her to obey its dictates, and 
rendered the incipient change in her character 
total and irreversible. 

The last insult, she had received from the 
King, had sunk deeper into her heart upon the 
Queen's account, than even upon her own. Con- 
sidering Dudley to have become utterly de- 
graded and corrupted by the poisonous atmo- 
sphere of the Court, she had dismissed him from 
her thoughts, as one totally unworthy of. any 
thing but ^contempt ; and thus, upon her first 
arrival at the Tor House, she had been enabled 
in some degree to tranquillize her irritated feel- 
ings by the conscJations of reli^on. But when 
she teamed the savage slaughter of the Queen, 
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of tlie Lord Rochford, her noble brother, and 
the four innocent courtiers who were made vic- 
tims to the King^s passion for another woman, 
not even the mild injunctionB of her new reli- 
gion could prevent one of those sudden ebulli- 
tions of her former violence, to which the infir- 
mity of human nature rendered ber for some 
time liable. - She would have staked her life, her 
aoul, upon the guiltlessness of her royal mis- 
tress ; and the paroxysm of indignation, with 
which she received the tidings of her murder, 
remained unabated, until she at length found 
relief in a passionate burst of tears. Her previ- 
ous di^ust was admiration, compared to the 
unutterable loathing, with which she now looked 
back upon the palace and all its inmates. To 
ber present conceptions, no savages or cannibals 
in the grim deserts of Africa could offer a more 
degraded or revolting spectacle. It presented 
to her a horrid and confused picture of abject 
courti^, crawling upon their knees before a 
bloated and-bloody tyrant, who struck off the 
beads of men and women, favourites and wives, 
according, to the caprice of the moment. The 
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ax^ the giUtet, and the baiter, wemed to dtuice 
before tier eyes, intennixed with gorg^us trap- 
pings, hanqneti, pageants, mummeries, and aU 
the sanguinary pomp and festivity of a barba- 
rian court ; till, sickened at the very thoi^ht, 
die endeavoured to abstovct her mind and me- 
mory as much as possiUe from all recollection at 
the gOTy grandeur in which she had so l^e]y 
moved. 

In this frame of .mind, sud^ng under a 
sense of-tbe cruddes inflicted b; the nation's 
tyrsitt, she felt more than uuially. disposed: to 
resist the oppression of any of bts petty imi- 
tators. Accident .brought under her cc^i- 
zance an act of unnecessary severity inflictsd 
upcMi Cedl by command of Captain .fiaseet: 
^e had interfered tor his protection upon a 
formec oocaeion; ahe did so again now, and 
with an authoritative earnestness that .would 
not be denied. Freed from, the imprisonment 
to which he had been condemned, Cecil hatiss' 
ed, in the iirat instance, to express his. acknow- 
ledgments to his kind mediatrix,- who .was not 
a little struck by the diange that had baen- pio- 
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duced ID his ippearance rinoe their last inter- 
view, ^e was ool; htft semor by a nn^ year, 
at the time -when she bad so haughtily branded 
him as " a boy and an idiot.*' In iba inter- 
vening period) his form and featuree had as- 
sumed all the comeliness of manhood, although 
bis fair countenance still wore an expre«9ion of 
melancholy, as well as of deliGate health. It 
was obvious that her first term of reproach was 
no longer applicable to bin) ; and in the long 
ODDversation that ensued, she saw every reason 
to retract the second, as well as to doubt the 
justice of the report made by the commissioners 
respecting his sanity. Questioning him as to 
the circumstances by vhttji it was occasioned, 
he confessed the disordered state of. his mind at 
the moment, and stated the occurrence to which 
his tempwary ahenation of reason was attri* 
butftbie. Of the punful delusion under which 
he had then laboured, she quickly disabused 
him by explaining the nature of the celestial 
phenomenon he had witnessed ; and from that 
ifiBtant the conviction flashed upon her mind, 
that the whole statement of his imbecility was a 
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base fabiicatton, invented for the porpose c^ 
juBtifying his maltKatm«itt aai iEnprisonibeBt, 
a»d of usurping hi* rights. 

DistressiDg as it was to implicate her £atber 
in such a heinous charge, and to oppose herself 
to his violence, she resolved^ with her usual 
energy snd decision, to contravene his nefarious 
project to the utmost of her ahility, and to in- 
duce him, if possible, to render justice and make 
restitution ' to his injured ward. Compunction 
for her own former unkindness and insult being 
added to fibaroe and regret for the multiplied 
injuries of every Hort, that had been heaped 
upon him by his guardian, she felt hersblf im- 
pelled by ail the pleadings of humanity, as well 
as bound by every injunction of religitm, to 
mftke sudi tardy atonement as lay in her power 
to the much wronged and unfortunate Cecil. 
Bitterly did she lament the siipineness, which 
bad led her to become a pasuve spectator of his 
oppression, until it was almost too late to re- 
dress his grievances ; but at the period to which 
she reverted, she had firmly believed in his im- 
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puted infirmity of mind, wbik her thoughts hod 
beeo Loo much engrossed by other pursuits to 
allow her to take any deep interest in the fate 
of one, whom every one affected to consider ss a 
poor wesk'witted boy. 

What might be the ctnisequences of her cn> 
lightening his neglected mind, and making him 
s^nible of the outrages and UBurpations to 
which he had been subjected, she did not stop 
to inquire. Her family would be probably 
ejected irom the Tor House — Sir Lionel 
might be impoverished— she herself might lose 
her rank in society, and participate in the dis- 
grace, which would attach to all who had been 
tadt accomplices in Cml's t^presuoti. These 
w«^ motives for urging Sir Lionel to a volun- 
tary surrender, but they afforded no justifica- 
cadon for a continuance of his cruelty. Her 
duty was manifest and imperative. With right 
and justice, with religion and law, there could 
be no cwnpromise — ^no calculating even of a 
father's interest, still less of her own; and 
Under the influence of these impressions, she 
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set about the execution of her purpose widiout 
delftj, and without the smalleBt wayeriug of 
regoluticHi- 

It was her first care to place in his hands 
Tindal's translation of the Scriptures, which he 
devoured with an intense and unremittii^ avi- 
dity, until he had completed the perusal of the 
Old Testament. Its i^ect upon his mind was 
like that produced upon the blind chaos of 
Nature, when the Ahnig^yaaid: "Let there 
be light!" and the sun arose in the heavens 
in majesty and ^lory, and the dacksess was. dis- 
persed, and the clouds fled avay, and the crea- 
tion was displayed in all the grandew of its 
first d^nents, though without that full beauty, 
order, andhannony, which it was subsequently 
destined to assuoae. His thoughts vere not leas 
exaJted than amazed, by being lifted up (Hit of 
the ignorant present, and carried back to re- 
mote ages, and among a straiige tmd distant 
people, wh^i the Creator himself deigned to 
have frequent commumon with poor shepherds 
and herdsmen ; wbeo prophets walked amid 
their fields; and almost every hill and valley, 
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er^ well and rirulet, vrta hallowed by some 
dmne miracle ; when signe and wonders were 
set in the sky ; and beaveD tmd earth seemed to 
talk'to one another in the language of portents 
and prodigies. His own country, and all mo- 
dem times, were banisbed from his thoughts ; his 
imnd was transported to Judiea and the eurly 
ages ; be wandered around the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, in the Valley of Jefaosaphat, on the banks 
of the Cedrou, in the vale, or beside the waters, 
of Gflion ; or strayed into the wilderness, even 
unto the smoking and haggard shores of the 
Dead Sea, which produced nothing but bitter- 
ness and ashes. While his spirit was thus dis- 
embodied, and wafted in an ecstatic day-dream 
to the Holy Land, so fivid were his concep- 
tions, that he imagined himself to feel the beat 
of a. Syrian sun, and to seek a cooling sbade 
beneath the pMm-trees of Engaddi, or the 
cedars of Lebanon, under whose protecting 
branches; as he stretched himself ^ODg, he 
heard the voices of patriarchs and prophets, 
filling him with the awe of theit invisible pre- 
sence ; while,- in the intervals of their sonorous 



Digilis^byCOO^Ie 



THE TOK 



and deep accents* angelic Btruns of exquisite 
mellifluence stole aoMy down from Heaven 
upm his enraptured eftr ; and again al) was 
hushed, and glorious vinons floated around 
and above him, and he saw paging before hii 
eyes, in a continued Apocalypse, all the cities, 
and nations, and ages of the world, with their 
accompanying characters and events, as they 
are figured in the Old Testament, even from 
Genesis unto Malachi, the last of the prophets. 
By the mere touch of his Promethean fancy, 
he had thus, as it were, reanimated the per- 
sonages, and revived the extinct ages of the 
past, until the vhole pageant of time, as it ex- 
isted before the birth of Christ, had been con- 
jured up and placed in array before him. Hii 
imagination had been expanded and exalted, 
his knowledge had been incalculably increased 
by bringing a new world under his qsgnizance ; 
but bis judgment had been sometimes con- 
founded ; his feelings more than once revtJted ; 
he was not contented with any model that had 
been brought before him ; he sighed for some- 
thing of a purer and more gentle character. 
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This aspiration was gratified, even to repletioD, 
by a. peruBai of the New Testament, by his 
becoming acquainted and thoroughly imbued 
with the religion of the heart, whose distin- 
guishing ■ characteristic is love and universal 
diaraty; by his deep reverence for the cha- 
racter of Christ, whose apparition upon the 
earth threw down the ancient idols ofibrutc 
violence and physical power, which men had 
hitherto been content to worship, to set up a 
moral dominion in their place, to establish 
the majesty of virtue, the might of humility, 
the omnipotence of all-embracing philanthropy. 
When he had closed the sacred volume, this 
was the sole idea to which his thoughts re- 
verted ; this was the fond recollection over 
which his heart delighted to brood. If it may 
be spoken without profanation, his own cha- 
racter sympathized, at least in its affectionate 
meekness, with the model of sublime humanity, 
which was thus held up for his homage and ad- 
miration. He had yearned to consider all mon- 
lund as his brethren — the children of one com- 
mon father : he had revolted from the practices 
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of war and violence, as unworthy of a raHooal 
creature; he had despised the accidental dis- 
tioctions of birth aud fortune ; he had refused 
to offer thftt homage to strength and beauty, 
irhicb is only due to goodness, genius, and 
wisdom; he had wished to exalt the nmid 
above the body, and to reverence none but that 
moral and intellectual pre-eminence vhieh a 
peasant may attain, while it eludes the grasp of 
a prince. All this he saw illustrated by the ex- 
ample, and enforced by the precepts, of our Sa- 
viour— the first who abolighed all distinctions, 
who elevated and consoled the mind of'tHe 
beggar, by telling him that he was equal in fhe 
sight of God to the proudest monarch of the 
earth, who won sinners to repentance by kind- 
nesg rather than by terror, who inculcated an 
abstract benevolence, who cooiinanded' us to 
love even our enemies. To find the secret 
aspirations of his own heart confirmed, and 
exalted to a more sublime height' of charity 
by all the precepts of Christianity, filled him 
with intense delight for the sake of his fellow- 
creatures; while it restored to him his own 
self-esteem, and even awakened an honest pride 
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ia hie boGom, when he reflected that he had been 
branded as a craven and a simpl^on, for enter- 
taining sentiments which had been promulgated 
by the Founder of out religion, and for obeying 
those obserrances of brotheriiood and peace which 
he bad specially ei^raned to all his followers. 
The mora! grandeur, the wisdom and tnajesty of 
thia great exemplar, be did not of course presume 
to imitate; but his sweetness, his tenderness, his 
humility, his comprdiensive humanity, touched 
upon A sympathizing chord in his own bpeom, 
which occasioned him to cling to his hallowed 
prototype with all the enthusiasm that a fond 
iuid affeciionate heart could inspire. 

While the moral world was becoming en- 
larged by the diffusion of enlightened Chris- 
.tianity, which, having hitherto been a sealed 
book and a dead letter, might be now said to 
have been introduced into Bngland for the first 
time, the boundaries of the physical woHd 
were being extended by discoveries which re- 
vealed a new continent, with all its unknown 
nations and woUders, and offered on unlimited 
range to the imaginatian. ' Men's minda had 
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not recovered from the first . 
caedoiied by tbe discovery of America, wboi 
the c<»quest of Mexico, and tbe raiuackiDfl> of 
Peru, imftarted to sober history and to the ac- 
tual occurrencea of the day, a wildnesB and 
romance surpassing all the fables of the Hes- 
periHt- gardens — all the miraculous adventures 
jof the Argonauts. About this period, China 
*fas first visited by the Portuguese; Canada 
&nd the Magellanic Straights, Ceylon, the Bcr- 
Mudas and St. Helena, were first discovered, 
fresh wonders were Bptiftgiog up in all direc- 
tions. It seemed as if God' were making a 
new revelation cf the earth, as well as of his 
holy tvord ; taxi the^ mind-ef sian was dazzled 
by the unexpected Jights, thuelet in upon it at 
the some momeot, both from the visible and 
the spiritual world. 

All these marvellous and astounding tidings 
did Beatrice pour into the greedy ear of Cecil. 
Like a blind inan suddenly restored to sight, he 
-was at first bewildered and confused, lost in 
the magnitude and variety of his own concep- 
tions; but his fine cleat intellect soon ebal^ 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



TUB TOR IUI.&. £19 

him to. methodize and arrange her uvteUigence, 
BO that the expansion of liis mind, rapid aait 
' was, oecanoned no coafuEion in her ideas. 

While he was thus occupied, one of the 
miso^eants who had been employed by Sir 
Uonel to practise upon his fecukies by appal- 
ling him with ^lectres, phantasms, and oth^ 
noctunud illufdons, having quarrelled with 
Captun Basset, and being dismissed from his 
post, communiwted .to, Qecil, his shore in these 
infamous cruelties, and divulged at the same 
time various other machinations to which he 
had been exposed when a youth. Beatrice, who 
saw in this confession a confirmation of all her 
worst suspicions, was overwhelmed, at once with 
shame cm her father's ac<xnint, and indignation 
against '^s agect, whom she upbraided bitterly 
with his, inhumanity, and threatened him with 
a'aevetXi'y^S^ii^iaefit. But Ceci), reminding her 
that it became not man to be his own carver of 
' revenge, declared that he felt rejoiced at being 
. so soon enabled to practise the dictates of bis 
new r^Sgjon, by forgiving his enemies; and 
mildly tiling the- offiender that he pardoned 
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him oU his miadeeds, dismissed him irith an 
earneet tvcommeDdation that he should sdicit a 
■imilar forgiveness frmn Heaven. 

In his present frame of mind, incleed, it 
would have been impossible for him to feel 
anger, even against his bitterest and mpst un- 
relenting persecutor. He was in an ecstaay — 
wrapt in an elysium i^ ddight; (at by the 
recent revelatiotis he was reconciled to Heaven, 
to himself, to the world. His rell^us tnisgiv^ 
ingt were dispelled ; be no kM^ict-doiAtod bis 
own aaiaty i and he saw that hiftfeUow-creatares 
were only guilty and unhappy, because they 
had wandered fnnn the paths of peace and of 
the Gospel, towards which be hoped they might 
be induced to retrace their steps, by the diffu- 
sion of the new faith and the light ^of free 
inquiry. His doubts were solved, the scales 
fell from bis eyes, his 'morbid feebngs became 
braced into a healthy tone, be was in k state of 
beatitude, and only the more anxious that all 
nis fellow-creatures dioutd become participators 
in his felicity. 

Beatrice, who had undertaken to become hts 
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ihBtructress, was herself ottva embarrassed by 
the depth of hie penetration, the novelty as Weil 
as the profouDdnesB of his xemarke. Peril&ps 
his faculties exhibited a greater strength and 
more esbbersnt fertili^, from having been so. 
long avowed to lie -fallov. By the established 
modes of education, we. become conversant with 
sounds, rather, than stocked with ideas ; we learn 
languages, not for the wisdom they contain, but 
for -the idiom diat should convey it,^— thus wor. 
shipping the shrine instead of the god ; — one 
mind isset- up as a guide for another, until, 
by following the beaten track, instead of in- 
quiring the way for ourselves, we become like 
horses, who have been so long accustomed to 
the rein, that when they miss it they become 
incapable of: self-government, and either run 
away, or are stopped by the first obstacle they 
eocot^ter. By' 'socH « servile and imitative 
system, the memory and the judgment may 
be strengtheiied ; but the powers of original 
thought, of. decompoiinding and viewing things 
iiitheabstracti^ustheproportionably weaken- 
ed &Ma their never bong called into use. While 
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Beatrice was endeavouring to explun some dif- 
ficult point, by means of ita ntdiments and ao- 
ddents, Cecil viewed it in its unincumbered 
elements, and jumped to a conclusion whicb 
had escaped even tbe penetraticHi of his cota- 
panion. Thus did he as often become her 
teacher as her pupil; and while bis faculties 
were developing themselves, and his knowledge 
iacreafflng with an almost miraculous ra^dity, 
his heart was receiving an impression which 
was destined never to be effaced. 
. He had always been an admirer of Beatrice's 
charms : as a youth, he had fett and expressed 
an affectionate gratitude for her ocoasiona! in- 
terference in his favour ; and would have been 
glad to possess her friendship, bad not his 
advances been haughtily repelled ; but be had 
never been bUnd to the defects in her character. 
At present, however, he h^etd her an tdtered 
woman ; her pride humbled, her selfishneBS coo- 
verted into benevolence, her girlish admiration 
of duellista turned into abhorrence, her addic 
tion to field sports, or to any pursuit that in- 
flicted cruelty upon animals, . utterly forsworn. 
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To bis origioal admiratkm of her charms were 
BOW added a boundless gratitude for her ser- 
no^s, an uiunixed opprohation of her virtues ; 
and these feelings, fostered by a daily and 
dmost hourly intercourse soon ripened into 
all the ardour of love. , 

' Wh«i BeaUice had resolved to make some 
atonemeut to Cecil for her father's cruelty and 
injustice, she had commenced the performance 
(tf her duty with a wminded s|Nrit, a disap- 
pointed heart, a deep feeling of compunctious 
pity for the object of her kindly offices. A^ 
tiiey read togeth^ from the Scriptures the 
umple and affecting pastoral of Ruth and Boai^ 
tbe story of Magar and Isbmael io the desert, 
the cruelty shown to Joseph by his brethren, 
the captivity and d^vefanoe of the Jews, or 
the aufietinga of Naboth, condemDed by means 
oS false witnesses, she could not help occasion- 
ally ideutifyii^- her own utuatiiHi, or Cecil^s^ 
with some of these passages in the sacred mit- 
ings ( ' and the d«pth and tcsdemess of her coib- 
t were increased by its assuming a reli- 
i'tooe. In pwportiou as the bnght.ii»> 
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tcllect' ra her Bcholar developed itadf, eveo 
till it threatened to eclipse that of his teachw, 
her Beoae of the isju^^ce he had austaioed 
became aggravated, her admiratioQ of his t4^ 
lents was beightened> His eagerness tp put 
in practice the sublime morality inculcated in 
the New Tattanient* ,the delicacy with which 
be alluded' to the injuries ioflicled upon bin 
by . her father, of wMch he had now s fuU 
knowledge, And the geneious and loying ma^ 
nanimity with which ^e., pronounced bia fof 
givenesa, and -avowed .his resolution to destroy 
all- his enemies by making them his-friendS) 
fdaoed the duperitnity of bis heart upon a 
par^with 'that of his' inteUect, and oMnjtleted 
ber. reverence of :hiB.xJiatacter. .The blood- 
shedding heroea, whom Her. girlish iancy had 
idolized, she now contemplated aa ,ediot)4 and 
vidgar bravoes;. aad,. die would aa soon haw 
thought of returning ■ to her dolU as.^to ber, 
juvenile admiration of., exterior, conielin^sp aijd 
splendour of apparel. AUt tbese attractions 
had been possessed by Dudley ; and he. bad 
proved that they nught.be united in .the perst^i 
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of a m(>ral ct^ward, w^o was unworthy of her 
notice. She now looked for that heroiim ntyl 
beauty which are seated in the mind, for 
grandeur of soul rather than of station, for 
the rich and imperishable ornaments that are 
worn within, not the tinsel trappings, that de- 
corate the exterior; and all these^.she found 
combined in the once-despised and repudiated 
CecU Hungeiford. 

. Still, however, she might have imagined that 
her sentiments assumed no warmer semblance 
&an that of admiration and friendship, had not 
Cecil himself, emboldened by her evident paic- 
tiaKty for his society, m^e a respectful but pas- 
sionate declaration of bis love ; pointing out, as 
an inducement to her compliance with his wishes, 
the- manifold advantages that would result fron) 
their union. Forgiving Sir Lionel all his mis- 
deeds, he proposed even to leave him in unques- 
tioned possession of the Tor House, provided 
he would receive him as his son-in-law and his 
friend; and either to retire with Beatrice to 
some other residence, or to remain where they 
were, as might best accord with her father's 
l6 - 
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wishes. The delight, with which Beatrice )is- 
tenecl to this proposition, hetrayed to her at 
once the secret wishes of her heart. It pte- 
■ented to her an amicable adjustment of all 
difficulties and difierences, the only means bj 
which Cecil could be restored to his rights, so 
far at least as he desired to be reinstated in 
them, without dissension or violence, with<tut 
Bhandomng his future claims, or expofdng her 
father to any present disgrace. Feeling it to 
be a'proposal not less consonant to the aspira- 
tions of her own bosom, than to the interests 
and happiness of alt f»rties, she "would not ttifle 
for a moment with a mind so sensitive as that 
of her lover, but admitted at once the reci[»o- 
city of her attachment, and ' the umnttigled 
satisfaction with whieh she aocepttid Uie offer of 
his hand. 

Lady Pitzmaurice, to whom ^he immediately 
communicated all that had passed, was scarefely 
less delighted thati herself. Allhongh ^e'bbd 
obnscientiously believedin Cecil's incompetency 
to assume the management of'his own aiKlrs, 
especially aftet* the report of the c< 
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she.lutd heiea alvays. rendered, deeply upbappy 
by the wroDgs he suffitred, a^nat whi(^. sbe 
bad eeized every opportunity of expOBtukting. 
Now tbat she beJievpd him to be reBtored to the 
fiill poese^wioo of his reason, she entered with 
.the greater ardour into the proposed measure 
{or reinstating bim in bis defrauded rights, 
because sbe believed that Sir Lioael would 
gladly seize so favourable an opportunity for 
effecting a compromise and retaining the estates 
in bis family ; while she earnestly hoped to 
convert her husband at the same moment, and 
lead him to abandon all his dark allianeee, all 
Ins plans of spoliation, vengeance, and ag^an- 
.disement. This project was ever nearest fnd 
dearest, to bar heart; and shehiuled the contem- 
plated union with joy, not only on account of 
Cecil and. Beatrice, whose happiness she trusted 
it would secure, but in the belief tbat.it would 
work the accomplishment of all her own affection- 
ate wishes for the reformation, of her bu^and. 

. Such wae the state of affairs at the Tor 
■^SbiUBe, when Sir Lionel returned to it After 
- nUKb delay, he bad at,Iength succeed^ in all 
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dv, objecto -tff liiB vi^t to London. Paridgh 
Cntle, widi its extensive manors, had been 
granted to him by tlie Kin^, on payment ot an 
iacoDEideTable sum ; and be had made sudi ar- 
rangements for tbe overthrow of bis greatest 
remaining enemy, tlie Lord Abbot <^ Glaston* 
btlty, as he flattered himself could not &ul t« 
^surc "his destruction. He arrived, therefore, 
in a mood of unusual complacency ; the dgec^ 
tioni with which the mild and placnd resgnaticm 
of Lady Fitzmaurice was apt to bef clouded, 
vanished at the sight of her husband ; and the 
■mile with which she welcomed him assumed 
an arch and significant expression, from her be- 
lief that the tidings she had to commonicate 
to him were not less pleasant thtui important. 
With an affectionate playfulness she told him 
ahe had a secret for his ear, worth moveiban &I1 
the news that he coidd have brought down from 
London ; and she would have been glad to trifle 
some time longerwith him before shedivulged 
it : finding, however, that he grew impatiant, and 
Was preparing to quit her, slhe would not bcAd 
him in suspense, but made a ha«ty relation oi 
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erery tiaag tb«t hid «ccuir«d mux the returo 
of Beabkfe- 

IJo tjcopicul buriicane or tomada ev^r ipruiig 
up with mare terrible and auddea rage than 
did fiir Liimel, who leaped from hU chair, daslfed 
hla hand violently upou the table, and exclaimed, 
ina vcdce tendered hoarse bj passion—" Fool ! 
gtiU I dotard 1 doat thou not see, that if I aor 
knowkd^ed his competracy to marry Qeatricq, 
I coofeGa him to be no idiot ? that I accuse my- 
self ibr the past, and am robbed of my bopea 
tot the future P — that the estates become bis 
prop^iy now, and at his death go to his heirs 
instead of me P"^ 

" Lach-«-day, tacJ[-&-day ! *" ^aid the terrified 
Lady FU2maurice ; " will not Beatrice become 
the owner of them now, and leave diem to her 
children hereafter P " 

"What!" exclaimed Sir Lionel, with in- 
creased fury, " am I to vail bonnet to my own 
dau|^tcx— to become the vaasal of an unfilial 
girl; and have I deSed perils of all stHrts — 
have I learned Heaven and earth — that I nii^t 
oirtch her unborn brats P No ! — what I haTe 
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won I will keep, and eiyoy.-fliysrif.' No <^ 
Aal\ touoh an aae of n^ kndfc . MM&'tlH^ 
are, utid oiiae diey shall be. Neitberi^^i.^ffr 
devil shall tear them from vay gntsp" '" 

In the vchetn^ce of lus wrath, he fa^ mart 
flXf^dtly avowed his usurpAtiona to L-oAy 
Fitzmaurice than be. had ever done 't>e£we; 
and, as if conscious of his lapse, be contiDued in 
a less irritated tooe—" Breathe not a w«d^.c^ 
what has passed between us. Away to your 
maids and your aponii^-wbeels [ leave, th^ 
matter to me, and it shall be quickly sped-^ 
away I* ■ . 

So saying, he hurried to his apartment, that 
he might consider what st^pe to pursue ; for, 
from hie knowledge of Beatrice's decisive cha- 
racter, he feared ^le might marry Cecil withooit 
awuting his consetit, should he not interpose 
some instant and efTectual impediment. Quick 
in expedients, and subtle in mischief, his plass 
were soon digested. At the moment cf hi" 
being in London, the King, induced -bj: yqti- 
tical motives not to quon^l ifrecoiKiilablly-. wUb 
the. See of Borne, had commenced, a hot periss- 
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cutiorf* of the ^roteslantsfor not Teeringand 
vacillating according to the changes of the royli 
weathercock. ■■ TibdtiPs Tnmfllatioii ^ tbe 
Sciiptures bad been bought up and burnt by 
Tunstall, the Bishop of London; but this 
tneasure proving ineffectual for their suppre*- 
aba, Heniry-had recbiirse to bis usual Draconic 
■y3t«n, and caused It to be made a cajHtal 
tifi^ce to possess a ^gle copy of the work in 
question. <hi this, and equally trivial charges, 
several had been already executed, and Sir 
Liob(4 no sootier learnt that Cecil possessed and 
studied a copy of this interdicted book, than he 
saw an easy metliod, not only of preventing Ms 
tiiiion with his' daughter, but of getting rid erf 
him for ever, by procuring his death es a heretic, 
' md thus securing bis own immediate and legal 
possesion of his estates. Depositions as to tbe 
f«ct were made by several of his myrmidons, 
who^ in this instance, had no necessity to call in 
the aid bf perjury; but Sir Lionel was aware, 
that if 'proceedings w^e instituted in his own 
heighbourhoodi 'Ms 'motives would be suspected, 
wftile Ibe geheral cohiHiiseration of fte ffite'of 



D.,:.ii6^b,,C00gle 



fSSt THR TOB HtLt. 

Cecil, and more especially the imputed imbed- 
lity, which he had himself taken such puns to 
Gx upon him, might procure his acquittal. 

To avoid at once the odium of success and 
the chance of failure, he determined to have 
him coDvejred to London, where hia history 
vould be unknown, and where, in the, crowd 
of Mmilar offenders who were allowed to linger 
in prigoD or ordered off to execution as a matter 
cf course, bis fate would excite no particukr 
ootioe or comment. Not a moment was lost 
in the performance of this infamous project- 
Without exchanging a syllable with his intended 
victim, he cauxed him to be seized; and making 
bis anned witnesses serve in the further capa- 
city of a guard, he held them responsible for 
the safe custody of their prisoner, and dispatch- 
ed the whole party to London, with a letter to 
Sir Thomas Cromwell, with whom he had al- 
ready had some intercourse on the 'subject of 
the Abbot of Glastonbury. Cecil, wbo sa* 
that all resistance was useless, yielded to a vio- 
lence, the motives of which he was otterlyat 
a loss to comprehend, only requettlng that fae'^ 
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m^tA behoved .to apeak to Sir Lionel* and 
take leave. >of Beatnce. Both these fiiTours 
weie. refueed ; but when he asked perniisrioa 
to csTTf with him his Bible, a ready asBent was. 
pyea, mt without a smite .of deriBion at his 
tbosaflordiog evidence ogunst himself, and be- 
coming a party -to his own destruction. 

Accompanied by tiiis ruffianly escort, Cecil 
pursued his journey, deeply distressed in mind 
at being thus suddenly severed from: Beatrice, 
at a- moment vheb he ^ae enjoying the first 
tute K^ b^jipinese that he had ever experienced ; 
and bewildered with Smaz^mtfnt as to the cauee 
of his arVeKt' and ctwveyarice ' to L<»Kloip, on 
which subjects bis compfinioiia preserved an 
impenetrable silence, conformably to iJieir in- 
structions, that he might be the less prepared to 
arrange his own defence, or to recriminate upon 
his accuser. Melancholy as vas bis retrospect 
of the past, and gloomy as were his apprehen- 
sions of the consequences that might follow this 
violent seizure of his person, he still found con- 
solation from perusing the sacred volume, when- 
ever their occasional stoppages upon the road 
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Allowed him to do bo. To this solace, conuder. 
ing it a furtherance of their owd object, his cod. 
ductal's offered no hindrance, and it sufficed to 
occupy and tranquillize his mind until theit 
arrival in L<mdon, which they reached without 
any occurrence that needs be recorded. Here 
they betook themselves, in the Gftt instance, to 
the house of Sir Thomas Cromwell, who im- 
mediately ordered the young heretic to be com- 
nutted to ]»ison ; and as all the inferior places of 
confinement were full, from tiie great number of 
offenders implicated under the sanguinary and 
contradictory statutes at this moment so unr&. 
lentingly enforced, Cecil enjoyed the uDenviable 
honour of being impriaoned in the Tower c^ 
London. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Jb tbis the osven idjot bo;'. 
Who never could the rights enjoy 

Of Reaaon'n <diarter ? 
Behold the lore-Hklighten'd joath 
Offer his life for Christitui truth— 

A hero-martyr I 

Cbcil had not been long immuied, when be 
liBU-Dt by accident the nature of the charge that 
was registered against him in the Bishop's Court.' 
In the same cell with himself was imprisoned 
an unhappy priestj who had been a grievous 
sufferer from the cruelty of Sir Thomas More, 
when Chancellor; by whose orders, and in whose 
presence, he had not only been tied up to a tree 
in the garden of Sir ThoiQas*s house at Chelsea, 
and severely whipped, but afterwards put to 
the torture in prison ; the Chancellor himself 
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superiDtending the. whole horrid process.* By 
these inflictiona he had been induced to abjure 
hk opinions, which were those of the reformed 
religion, Bnd was accordingly set at liberty ; 
bat haunted and stung by remorse for his 
apostacy, he had fallen into a depression of 
spintB, and fits df'stapor,' Which' continued for 
some time, and threatened the total alienation 
of his reason. At length he suddenly resuntcd 
bis former cheerfulness, and his friends flattered 
themselres that hts mind had permanently re- 
covered its tone ; but this tebiporary elevation 
had been occasioned only by his resolution to 
e3q>iate hia offence, to proclaim his 6ld tenets, 

* The furious bigotry of this otherwise amiable and 
eBlig^teiied dwHj who could cheerfuUy offer up liu own 
life upon & scruple of conscieDce, cannot be better .iUu»* 
trsted than bj hia own words : — "That which I profease 
in my e]rftspli is that I hare been troublesome to her^ 
a^kai I have done It with a little ambltioii, for I so 
h^ tiiem, these kind of men, that I would be their 
sorest enemy that I could." — How different from Sir 
Henry Wotton's epitaph, when the world woaahaiidred 
jMiH dder^-'^ Diipntandi fnnntuBrfiecle^n Scabies I" 
Sir Thomas More afiords an awfiil efsmple how soon the 
kindest heart and the clearest head may become utterly 
perf ifrted when once tainted ttitli the pdium theologieum. 
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»^ tn ^\^,as, ^,m»Ttyr.toi.,thp.trudp. T« t^t 
CQUHK^ I?s ??'t fciiBBetf peculiarlj impeUed fit tfan 
•present (npinent, whtsn J)e saw in the King's 
recent . measjipes eveiy yrmptom '^ a total 
bftcksjiding Into all^ the errors of popery ; and 
be accordingly preached t^ieoty agcioBt idoU. 
try, desiring the people not tu tru»t for their 
salvation to pilgrimages, to the cowl of St. Fran- 
cis, to the prayers of the saints, or to the false 
piracies that were worked by imager. For this 
oSfence he was seized, tried in the Bishop'* 
Court a«, a relapsed and obstinate heretic, and 
•soon after Cecil's arrival in the Tower was 
c<»idemBed to be burnt. 

The friends of this man, while searching the 
books of the Bishop's Court, in oidei* to pre- 
pare for his defence, encountered Uie name of 
Cecil Hungerford, to whom, on their being ad- 
mitted into the prison to confer witli his com- 
panion, "they communicated the nature of the 
charge that was registered against him. Once 
acquainted with the dai^r that menaced him, 
b*'p«;pared himself to meet it with a Ann and 
undaunted spirit. Under the spiritual tuition of 
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Father Barnabaa, he had learnt little of popery 
. but the Book of Legends, — a compilation whi^ 
maoy of the better-informed CatholicB disclaimed. 
So manifcBt, however, vere the general errors 
and abuses of the syBtem, bo deeply did he 
feel persuaded that the new opinions, ..as the 
reformed religion was termed, were calculated 
to ameliorate, advance, and ennohle the human 
race — that he disdained the very thought of not 
procl«ming himself a convert to the tenete 
of Luther, a possessor and reader of Tindal^s 
Translation of the Scriptures, and a decided 
opposer of all the old errors and superstitionB. 
That futh must needs be wrong, thought Cecil 
to himself, which leads its followers to perse- 
cute, torture, and destroy those who differ from 
them. A real Christian cannot even think into- 
lerantly ; before he can add cruelty to bigotry, 
he must have altogether abjured the religion 
be professes, and have spumed the precept simI 
example of its Founder, who commanded us to 
forgive seventy times seven times, and ev^i 
up(m the Cross implored pardon for his mur- 
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fJeoers, became Aey were in error and knew not 
iiltat they did. 

Is these seiitiments he was corroborated t^ 
Us companion, who fx^seSEed him of all the 
religiDua points which were then the subject of 
^enend controversy and of present persecution, 
impresmng upon him, at the same time, the im- 
perative duty of laying down )ua life for the 
tru^, if called upon to do so, and warning him, 
by his own history, of the agony with which his 
conscience would he smitten, if be suffered 
himself to be terrified into a denial of his sen- 
timents, uid to apostatize fi-om Christ Soch 
had been his own renuH^e, that he declared he 
should have hung himself like Judas, bad he 
BOt embraced his present resolution of making 
.atonement, by sacrificing himself for the good 
cause. So far from being intimidated by the 
cruel fate that awaited him, his cheerful- 
■ nass increased as the hour approached, until 
bis growing enthu»asm was kindled ir.to ecstasy 
sad rapture. He saw beatific visions of angels 
desc^iding from the sky to place the crown' of 
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martyrdom upon his heed; and in this frame 
of miad, ^nging divin« hymna, wha\e his face 
was irradiated witb.del%ht, he marched forth to 
the place <tf ex€Cutiao, where he embmoed the 
AgotB in a tnosport of 'joy,: as the means.of 
procuring ^him eternal rest,' and endured his 
bcnrid punishment with a fortitude tiutfewof 
the martyrfc had surpassed. 

Hitherto Cecil's constancy had been fortified 
by the cxatnple and the cooversation of his 
«ompaaion; but when' left to his ow& solitaxy 
refleottnnsv the dreadful trial which he had to 
eiioounter -pi^esrated itself in more appalling 
coIourBJ and there was a severe and -paitafol 
stni^le iii his sonl. Had he been called upon 
to lay down his Ufeat an earlierperiodi he could 
have obeyed, not only without repining, but 
even with alacrity, for esiateDoe presented do 
attractions to his view. Battobe'snatched from 
the world by an ionizing death, at the very 
moment he was recoaciled to it, when it courted 
him for the first time with a prospect of hap- 
piness, whm he was restored to his own esteem, 
when he could contemplate his fellow-creature* 
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as his brethren ; and ahove all, When Beatrice''8 
confession of a reciprocal love had attached him 
to life by the promise of an ineffable and bound- 
less felicity — this, this was iadeed a sacrifice 
which could not be made without a convulsive 
effort of the spirit. This struggle, however, 
was made, and he came out of it triumphant. 
Not only did he consider himself bound to 
this self-immolation by the religion he had em- 
braced, but feeling that the interests of the 
whole human race would be incalculably ad- 
vanced by the establishment of protestantism, 
which was in no way so likely to be cemented 
as by the blood of martyrs in its cause, he 
viewed himself as an offering for the good of 
his fellow-creatures, under which impression he 
forgot Cecil Hungerford, and even Beatrice, 
and awaited his doom with a calm and magnani- 
mous resolution. 

To this fortitude of purpose he had just . 
braced his mind, when he was ordered to be 
brought up for examination at the Bishop's 
Court, whose reverend judges appeared to be 
not less surprised at his youthful and interesting 
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Uppearuice, than at the fina asd otdlfsted, 
diougk re§pectfu1, maimer of liis deportment. 
Beiag iiuGirnied of the charges against him» and 
called upon for a decUration of his faith, he at 
ooce admitted die truth of the accumtuMi, and 
profeased his sttachment to the protestant te> 
nets, which he expounded vith a ciearneBSn hik 
aiility, and eloquence, that «Kcated the wrath of 
manj of his auditors, and the siuprise o( alL— 
" Tush, bojf tush i'" cried one of bis judges, 
when he had ctmcluded— " th^e be the pes4il«(it 
heresies of ^te da/ that Iwve sprung up in the 
uiuveraity i^ Wirtemb^g, and among the crazy 
scholars of Crennany. Where was thy reli^oo 
before the time of Luther ?" 

" Where yours was not, my I/>rd,* replied 
Cecil respectfully— "in the writte» word of 
God." 

" Avaunt ! thou spotted and cankered bere^ 
tic i" excl^med his inteirogator, nettled, at his 
ngoinder — " What has a layman to do with ti» 
written word of God P Shdl a Iwy like thee 
know better than all the fathers of the Chnr^, 
and all these reverend divines ? Wilt theu pe- 
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ril thy life upon a conceit like this P and htnr 
wilt thou proVe thyself to be a better Christian 
than ourselTei, vh^ Hkm att'burnt at the Btdte 
amid the curses of all true beEervers f" 

** By a better imitation of Chiist's example," 
said Cecil firmly — " by returaiiig blessings for 
curaea, and inaploriiig forgiveoeis for you umI 
all the authors of my cruel death, unce I verily 
believe 4b«t ye know not what ye do." 

" Away with the young blaaphemer vbo 
would prdaaely parody the words «f our Lord !" 
eried two w three Traces at once. " Away with 
tnm !^ was et^oed by otbera->-" young as be 
is, he is a witdiei«d bow, and a brand for tbe 
burning. He seeks the death, and he sbidl bare 
it. He shall be made a htdooaust to &e Lord P* 

In 6ie midst of tbese and simHor exclama- 
tions, Cecil was huiried from the Court, and 
re-conveyed' to his cell in the Tower, where a- 
lence and Bolitnde flowed lidm to collect bit 
thoughts, and re-connder the ocouirences of the 
mwaipg. He' contemplated the conduct of bis 
vifdeiit and imjust jut^s without anitsosify, 
fais own with a coosideFable degree of coeapla- 
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ceacy, for he felt that he had now gone too far 
to recede, that he had fought the good fight, 
and kept the faith, that he had won the crown 
of martyrdom, and that hy the cause in which 
he died, he should entitle himself to be called 
" the benefector of his species. His bosom ex- 
panding with the tranquil delight, inspired by 
the most exalted feelings of religion and philan- 
thropy, he fell upon his knees, and having re- 
turned thanks for the fortitude with which he 
had been filled in so trying a crisis, and implored 
forgiveness for Sir Lionel, his judges, and all 
bis other persecutors, he betook himself to his 
pallet, and slept soundly till the morning- - 

At an early hour on the following day the 
door of his ceil was opened, and he received 
a visit from a personage whom he had never 
before seen. In figure he was somewhat stout 
and bulky ; on his head was a black velvet 
bonnet, with a flat double top, and a scull 
piece coming down to the nape of his neck. 
His small deeply-set eyes were close to one 
atiother, bis brow low, his hair lank and coarse, 
the nose slightly turned up, his cheek-bones 
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promineiit, although the lower part of his face 
was --fleshy; his thin h'pa were closely com- 
pressed, his sleek skin was of an utuforni wan 
, hue, and his general physiognomy expressed 
craft, energy, remorselessness. This was the 
celebrated Sir Thomas Cromwell, now made 
.Viii tor-General of the monasteries, whose $€• 
lection for the. great and difficult office of the 
suppression, did credit to the -discernment of 
his royal master. It has been mentioned that 
Cecirs conductors were furni^ed with a lettE r 
to him from Sir Lionel ; he had occasion to 
visit the Tower upon some other business ; and 
took the opportunity of seeking an interview 
with the heretic, who had been represented to 
him as of such an obstinate and dangerous 
character. His first impresuon was that of 
astonishment at his youth ; his second, of 
amazement that so firm and inalterable a for- 
titude should be united to such delicacy of 
frame, and so much sweetness and gentleness 
of manners. Personally he bad nothing to 
gain by Cecirs sacrifice, and he therefore felt 
a touch of compunction at his fate, to which 
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he #A8 rarely liable iVlien Ins own intensts 
were at issue. 

Influenced by the promptings rf this ran 
compasMon, be strentioaslj urged Oe<^ to mAie 
such concessions as might enaUc bim to aTokl 
his doom ; — to confess his errors, to pve up 
the reading of the Testament, tAA- tender ft 
future submis^rai to aH sudi obserTancM as 
shouM be enjoined bj the spiritod autbotlttea; 
promising to use bis own hiflaence to piocnre 
hU liberation, if Cecil voulcE only aMhorise him 
to express his fegret fofhis past conduct ■ At 
this instant the most pietcing shrieks, fo]krw- 
ed shortly after by groans of agony and ex> 
haustion; fell with a Karroving .effect upon the 
seositiTe ear "of Cecil, who was informed by 
his Ti^tant, that they proceeded &om a con- 
tumacious heretic in an adjoining Cell, then 
undergoing the tortu]%. ^rom the screams 
and sufferings of this unliappy ifretch, Sir 
Thomas warned him of ivhal he had liimself 
to endure, should h& persevere in his sch!s> 
matical obstinacy ; but, althou^ Cedt mdted 
Into tears, and sickened to his very heart at 
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tfas. thought of.dte. tOKoi^nts vtucb a feUow- 
creature was then undergoing, he declared that 
it. only fonified hia roolution to become, in- 
dAunentalf as be trusted he should be bj 
his martjrdoDt) in the cubveisiiHi of a duircb 
which coidd peq>etrate auch enoniutiest ad- 
ding, Uiat his own sufifeiiogs would only be 
Hkomentary, wbile the benefit of bia example 
imgfat, {wbafiB, be endming aod perpetual. 

He then detailed wb^ had passed at bin ex- 
amination on the day faefbre, at the Bishop's 
Court, whan las visitant declaned, that had he 
been |»e.vioas^ aware of this circum^ance be 
would not ttave ^attempted to interfere; it was . 
now,, he i«id» too late; no, power on earth 
could saye bin)*, and he must therefca% leave 
bun, bowewr reluctaiOlj, to perish in his own 
blind and wil&l peryerteneBS. With these 
words he departed, andtjie door again closed 
upon the sohtary pisonftr. 

Svtch WAS the magnanimity, auch the courage- 
ous devotedness of Cecil, who had been branded 
as a craven, because be renounced the practices 
aS y/aSf and refused to lift his baud against his 
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fellow-creatiHV, even in the imitat'iTe sembluwe 
of a battle ; while his kinsman, Dudley, the 
dauntless soldier, who was ever in the front ranks 
of the fight, and had never failed to kill his ad- 
versary in a duel, had quailed and covered be- 
neath a tyrant's frown, and proved himself to 
,be deficient in that true bravery which is seated 
in the soul, and founded upon principle. 

Sir Thomas Cromwell's declaration, that it 
was now too lato to save him, was quickly veri- 
fied. The lieutenant of the Tower visited him 
on the following morning, with the appalling 
inlelligence that be had received a warrant for 
his execution, wbich was ordered to lake place 
in three days, eifpressing his sincere regret at 
the same time that one so young, and apparently 
so innocent, should be 'condemned (o so cruel a 
death. Cecil thanked him for bis commise- 
ration, and declaring that he was perfectly re- 
signed to his fate, requested him, as a last 
favour, to supply him with the materials of 
writing, and to forward for him the letter which 
he should put into his hands. A willing com- 
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pUanw. being, ^Ided to thii denand, he sat 
down itod i?rote as (ollowa : — 

" These from my prison in the Tower al 
I.ondoii.— My most eDtirely well-beloved Bea- 
trice, my iair and gentle teacher in the fiuth, 
to whom I owe ray short happiness in this world ; 
and, as I h<^, an eternal one in the next, grace 
be with you, mercy and peace t I^t it rejoice 
you to hear, that when this letter reacheth your 
hand I shall be at rest in Heaven, no longer 
walking amid the struggles and vexations of 
this fleshly scene, but in the presence of angels, 
fair and good as yourself, awaiting the coming 
of that happy day, when our bridal shall be 
kept in the sky, and we shall meet to part no 
more. 

" Most dear and generous Beatrice I I have 
walked in the ways of the truth, evea as you 
taught it to me, and I am condenmed to die 
for ha,ving the Scriptures in my possession. 
Shall I not cheta-fully lay down thia fleeting life 
of .woe, for the book that haUi given me an eter^ 
M 5 
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■ejoice vitb me for fa«iiiD|; done .h. By tlw 
blood of msrtjrrs wm Chnitianity first esta- 
Miriwd, Wd by ike mme Uood aniit it b^ ce- 
ventdd in ibia ito tfooad - ttdTvat. Thanb^ ft 
Aouaasd thiidii, to mjt .Aaa and nofcde Betttiw^ 
by wboK mefuM I iui«e beoone «- chsscn io- 
•tnuDtot for tfiH grtat «oA« aai am BM«tehad 
irom the rMltneof «i fead botbow, toehar* tlw 
beatitude of Heavni. 

" Bear not aaga «ltb your fatJker for what 
be hath dime. Hatb he not ' nade mtt uii- 
aiortid? TellhimlfiM^veaud'^vy for-hiiB. 

** 1 await your eoaaog \a Hetfaot tiU wheiiT 
(ruhing yon vfaatener yotit gejitb ^beart' movt 
desiretbr I Ud yo« heartily welt to £irek My 
welUieloiied, my asgelic Beatrice 1 : nay all 
good txigeh gaaxd yo^, asd the ^lenin^ of 
God remain with you I Amea f-^l^ese fio» 
your discii^^ friend, and. loveiv 

Csctir HcKecftranA.". 

This lett^ be sealed and eatriuted to the 
lieutenant, who undertook rto lwTe.it earefMUy 
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fcrwaidad, md thui ba^ng taken a final ]«rvc 
of the warid, he fHepmnd himself with oahn- 
acas and reagnBtaoc tO' eBdnrehis fide. 

While Sir ZJmtel Fitsmaurice wm thus Mic- 
cesaftil iil the -piotj that vaa being canied on in 
Laadoo bj- meaas of hiB agents, be had betn 
not lets active mkI pitMfierous in the equally 
aU-odoHB conspiracies, whidi be superintended 
in fail own peraon, and the scene of whose de- 
velopeinent was his own immediate neighbour- 
hood : -without seeing Beatrice, agiunst whom 
he fehj M indignant wrath for hw daring to 
oppose hsnelf to his aebemea, and stoop to a 
oooflideradoti of the idiot boy, as he still termed 
Ce<al, he had quitted the Tor Hill immediately 
after his return, and hastened to Farleigh Castle, 
to take poBseidon (^ the mumrB, estates, and 
wide domains, whi^ had so Icmg fbrmed the 
patrimony of the elder and noble branch of the 
Hungerfordfi, and of whi^ he had now rf>- 
tained a grant from the King. This place, 
which was said to have derived its .name from 
the fair leas or mtitdows that surrounded it, 
wab seated inan unc<HnmonIj rich and foeautifid 
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tract, though its . pripcipal recomDWDdatuw 
in. the eyes of Sir Lion^L whose thoughts ai- 
ways reverted to violence, was the great secu- 
rity of the castle, built with uncommoa so- 
lidity, and seated upon a locky hilL' Knowing 
his own unpopularity with the surrounding 
nobles and gentry, he had always .thought it 
possible that they might form a coalitioa of 
their retainers agunst him, on which aocoant he 
had been ever careful to keep up the .number 
of his own armed followers; and he now ex- 
ulted at the thought, that he was provided with 
a mansion much more susceptible,!^. a regular 
defence than the Tor House. This reoommen- 
dation of the place deuded him upon making 
it his permanent residence; and having given 
orders for such alterations as he believed would 
render it impregnable, he set .off .&r Wells, 

" " Farley Caatelte," wiys Lelcmd, " is eette on a 
rockky hill. There be .divera piatf towers, in the outer 
worde, and an ancient chapel. There is a common 
saying, that one of the Hungerfords built part of the 
cwtolle, by the prey of the Dnke of Orleans, whom he 
h»d taken ptisaiier.'' In the dispel may still be seen 
some curious old monuments of the Hungerfords. 
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wherc the arrangements, he had made for the 
destruction of another of bia eoemies, demanded 
his immediate presence. 

The consequences of his visit to London, 
of his frequent interviews with Sir Thomas 
Cromwell, and of the schemes he had been so 
long maturing for the overthrow of his most 
uicioit and most hated opponent, the Lord 
Abbot of QlaGtonhurj, were now to develope 
themselves. That. there should be abuses in 
some of the monastic institution?, opposed as 
they were by their primary law to one of the 
most powerful impulses of our nature, eeems 
natural to expect ; that they existed to a tenth 
part of the extent alleged, there is great reason 
to doubt. To calumniate iirst, that you may 
plunder and destroy afterwarda, is an old process 
of tyranny. Even where the misconduct was 
manifest, it belonged as much to the times as to 
the institution ; forit will hardly be maintained, 
that Henry and his ministers were purer in their 
morally than the monks ; nor can it be denied 
that the suppression, however desirable it might 
Jiave been on political and reUgious grounds, 
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ofigiiMted in rtquaty, inu uonchieted, in maay 
butaneeB, irith great creelty §*dappntami,aaA 
entrusted to agente who^ bavuif; an ianudiate 
inteswjt in the jAondtr, were totally unacni- 
pubufl as to the mean tliey employed. Bri- 
bery and intioudidion were ^^-'oomiOBa expe- 
djeotS'; sometimcB a monk va* Ured to axsxue 
fainuelf of heavy crimea that he might impUoate 
the whole estahlishviait in his guilt. All <hl§ 
had been attempted with the l»ethren of Glaa- 
tmbary ; but it had been fouitd imposstUe to 
fix a fitain upon their conduct, and Sir Liond . 
had directed the wh<de finrce of his schemes and 
coofpiraciei againat the pensaal character of 
tlie abbot 

In oonsfiqueaoe of the depositions nUtde ' by 
hisntnessca bdbte Sir Thcanaa Cromwell, the 
Visitor-Genwal, that mimster appitiuited twt> ef 
his offieers to proceed at gurreyors to Glaston- 
bury, and inquire into ihe «Ueged malversa- 
tions, with full authority to bring the' oiender 
to trial, should the charges against him be eub- 
stantiated. Having previously made «H his *r* 
jrangements, Sir Lionel met these nirveyefs 
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uftoa tMr, taniiX at Wells, and imotnfanyiiig 
tbemitttha first jastaboe- to clwibbot^ numw 
tg LSbar^am, irhera dify plMsd ttim undcf 
■nes^ the; bBstemd M Ibe abbey to March 
!ui stu^ and fMivBte odniet. Here -they bad 
Bot k^ fmavted iUBd |>aidoiis, cwpies at btdli, 
d»nenv ^^sMtB, And >nai»di «f tb« idibty, 
irbm tbej vtiunbled upea ■ book, ' written ^ 
Thomas AbdJ, «&erlie, fnorfui; tbe kwfiilneu 
of the KiDg^fint mvnage, which the survey- 
on 4eclM^ to be of itictf ■ufident to oast bin 
yshtejj attd'Of sQinuch importucC) that any 
further ptvqviditioa. wm imneeetaaiy. Sir Lio- 
Bel. bowcfrer, va&nmog then that there vm « 
sitbternmean pasaage communicating with the 
hospital in 'the town of GhuhmboKy, built for 
the use of the filgriaie resoFtibg to the riiride 
a£ St. Jose|^, and uwd, aa he had hem credl- 
Uy g^f*n to underatand, toe Ab introdvatian 
itf inpropH' wotaen into the abbey, they pvo- 
csedcd to enmine it. 'Cba entranoe vat^ sa- 
cDcedby^a^deoclong wace ordeiwl to belodied 
jup hiy the abbot, who Itcpt die hoy hnncelf. It 
ma* .now fonxd open, and they hwl no nonec 
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entered, than they diecoTered la 4 recess the 
aut9QiaUcal clock) which Sir Lionel instantly, 
recognized as the same that hod been purloined 
from his visitor, and pretended to be buried >° 
the church-yard, together with a conaderable 
quantity of the church-plate, which the abbot 
was of course pronounced to have embezzled for 
his own use, an additioDal oSeace that warranted 
them in bringing him to an immediate trial. 

Without, however, cbmmunicating to him 
their discoveries or their purposes, they sum- 
moned him toattrad aa assembly of the gentry 
at Wells. He went without delay, and «ntar- 
ing the Court, was about to take his seat amoi^ 
the personages of distinction, when the cryer 
called htm to the bar, and bade him answer to 
the crime of high treasoa laid to his charge. 
Bewildered and amazed, the old njaa looked 
around him, and asked what might be the mean- 
ing of such an accusatioa; but he was not long 
kept in suspense, for the wrveyors and Sir 
Lionel geye evidence of the ^liscoveries they had 
made, j^acing at the same time upon the table 
of the court, the interdicted book, aad thie sm- 
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bezzled plate, and asking what defence he could 
have the hardihood to use against such irrefra- 
gable proofs of his delinquency. 

" Sic me Ueus adjuvat, et htec sancta dei 
evangelia," said the Abbot, laying his band 
- upon the gospels, vhen he was interrupted by 
the Judge, who reminded him that he was not 
now at his desk, or in the pulpit, but in a court 
of justice, where he was to speak so that all 
might understand him- With a solemn and 
passionate energy, the Lord Abbot then pro- 
tested his perfect innocence of all the crimes 
laid to his charge, which he attributed to a foul 
' conspiracy for his ruin, appealing to the whole te- 
nor of his own long life, to the unspotted reputa- 
tion of his abbey, and finally to God himtielf for 
the truth of his aTerments. Innocence, how- 
' ever, was at that period a poor protection for 
an abbot, even where it could be much more 
incontestably proved, than in the case of the un- 
fortunate Richard Whiting. Utterly guiltless, 
and, indeed^ incapable as he was of the crimes 
alleged against him, he was presently con- 
demned, and sent back to Glastonbury, little 
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iauguring that be was w aoom to die. Whra 
be came near the walltctf the moDBsliMryi a pii««t 
was presented to Un, to hear his coofaetoa in 
tht borse-Utter that earned Um, tor they as. 
mteA him be muit dU that very hour. The 
<dd man, with tears, b^ged .he m^ht have a 
daj <Mr two allowed him to pr^wre £ae death ; 
or at least, that going into the monastery, he 
might recommend himself. to hia monks, and 
take .his leave; but neither was granted, for 
being turned out of the horae-litter, and laid 
upon a hurdle, he was dragged along, the ground 
to the t<^ of the Tor Hill, which overlooks 
the monastery, where he was hanged in his 
monk's habit, and quartered.* 

* Addition to U>e Monaiticon, hf gterena, who «» 
{weaslf states that the littls bodt against the JDiporoi^ 
found In the Cabiaat, wm brou^ in witiiout Whiting'* 
knovledga by them Oat tear^ei, and gires a dotwl g^ 
the diq^atf] fraud, and oruehy, exercased nfoa tlie poor 
old man, which is, psrkaps, anly « &ir a»mple of the 
jHoceedingH ikgainst other abheya, and aflbtds * i^ 
ndtiog pwbire of the times. la tlie <d&«ial letter of tlw 
Burvefon, " To the Rfghte HoiuHirable and tiieir s7»- 
guloT good Lord, my Lord Pryvye Beal," (Sir Thomas 
CromireU,) tltey lay a most auspidous sttess upm the 
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A confiiikd' tai inmnei rumcnxr of the im 
teMlad -vi^HK» bad' drtedy 8dwb f»om moatli 
W moitdi M ^ra abiiVfy sone treMing it whit 
iBR^duttty, and some with vidlcule, as an out> 
nge that waaioipombki; but vhea they ac- 
twdiy tlav tbelr aged and revered putor haiig>- 
ing is hh rabef, mth every circumstai»» that 

dJscoTfiff of the iMwk. " And there of new we pro- 
ceeded that nigbt M Bearth Ua atmdj foP letten and 
bneks ; and teind fan Ih itadf ^Mcratly kid, u w«Q a 
written book of ^rgumenti •gainst the dirorce of tba 
King'B Majestie and the Lady Dowager, which we take 
ta he a great natter ; m dM Sinn pardons, copies «f 
faoUa, u4 tha caaMecfyt Jttfo of Thmua BequC in print. 
We did nqt &ni any letter that was nuteriaL And so 
we proceeded agun to his examinatiou, concerning the 
artides we received from your lordship, in the anairers 
wlMreof, aa we take it, tliall appear hia cankered md 
traitorous haart and miad against the King's H^estie 
and .his sacoeasion.''— " And so, witli as fair words as we 
. eoald, we hare ConTsjUedhim from benoefaitotheToirer, 
liAag but a very wrak mui, a&d nddy. Thiais also te 
advertise ymw lerddilp, that we liave found a fair cha- 
Boe qS gold, and divers ot^er pareda of plate, which the 
Abbot bad aeenOf hid from d mA Commisaionen m 
bate baea there ia timsa past," &e. They eonclode 
their letter, hy egqnrewing theb admiration of the house, 
whidi they say is " meet for die King's Miqestle, and 
BOiaudae/' 
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could render his fate not leas igDominious than 
conspicuous, it is impossible to depict their con- 
sternation and horror. Some vere struck aghast, 
and stood transfixed in speechless agcmj ; some 
groaned and shrieked aloud ; some ran wildly 
to and fro; wbile others rushed tumuttuousfy 
towards the place of execution, as if there was 
still a pos^bility of arresting his txte. Nor were 
the country people and peasants, who were col- 
lected in conuderable numbers at the foot of the 
hill, less astounded at the appalling spectacle. 
They had been accustomed to consider the 
good abbot as nearly omnipotent upon earth, 
and as almost partaking of a heavenly nature 
by his virtues and his holiness; and their 
amasement at seeing bim thus executed like 
the vilest felon, absolutely deprived them for 
some time of their faculties. . They stood gaz- 
ing alternately at the body, and at the ^ee 
above, as if they expected them to open, and 
punish the authors of this sacrilegious cruelty 
by some signal and miraculous cbastasement. 
It is probable that they would have joined the 
monks, and attempted a rescue, oould they' bare 
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SQCaec coUeoted their bewildered thoughts ; but 
it, was now too late. The good abbot was no 
more: and that bis murder might be accom- 
panied with every possible circumstance of re- 
volting barbaiity, his head was nailed up over 
the abbey-gate, and his quarters sent to Wells, 
B^b,. Ilcbester, and Bridgewater. 

In all the church-lands that had been hither- 
to alienated, it had been the King's invariable 
jiolicy to parcel them out among the rich and 
powerful, who could defend what they had thus 
acquired, and prevent all possibility of their 
rever«on to the original owners. While some 
declined sucb tenures altogether, as of a sacri- 
legious nature, and all considered the title of 
dctubtful validity, any adequate consideration 
for such grants was not to be expected, nor, 
indeed, did Henry require it. In many cases, 
thisy were given for nothing — in others, for 
a prioe little better than nominal. Sir Lionel 
Fitamaurice was so far a man after the King's 
own-heart, that be was known to be as hostile 
as himself to the power and possessions of the 
clwrch { he had been the chief instrument in 
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«ffce^ dM dow^lil of -tite abbflT; e«d-4M 
wutkeraAire rewaqAed witli « 'large igittlt of 
tbe csnfiflcated foods, upon -payaieDl a£ MMd 
«B aaiiupeitaiit ront as midceed tku acendta 
to his altouly overgmnm iomuxnmaaiy Um- 
tamount to a free gift. Id ^e pnde ttod la- 
pacity of his keart be had .de^oredjithat he 
should BevA- cest aotisAcd mtil '^1 the aiMon 
Aat be could aarvej in tke ditectioii ef die 
abbey should beeoiDfc ^is pODpart^c By tfaii 
eidedttve gtaot his wish was neaiiy IfuMHtd, 
and he already began to look tbrmaid tctiw 
^tay vhen it would reom-e its total WAnn> 
pU^ment. 

These erents had occumd' duiteg tfte' -first 
days of Cecilys uapnsoaiiwnt In LondMi ; mmI 
tbe some letters, tliat brought Sir Litmel the 
Hit^lifenoe of this cnonuous addition to Us 
pOBsesfiions, conveyed to- him the nflt teas 
welttome tidings that his ward' ha«l' beM con- 
demoed to death, and would^ harfe Mased t« 
exist before, the presest ^spatclwb odutd'rcMfa 
his hands. At tHe imanait ^^ thc^ (ttviva^ 
£&r Lionel woe attlw Tw Hoobc ; 'hU bOMHB 
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•velted with vxnllation «tid triumph, w he 
read; »od, taking the pkpen ia his hand, he 
tUlkai SeKth with even more than his usiud 
•UtelineH'Cif auKier to the elevated terrace. 
^' It is nine,** he exehomeii to haiSBelf, as he 
■tMnped his foot upon the ground—*' this 
inaiutbn is Biine«»all that I surrey ia niin»-~ 
JagaUy mine— beycud the malice or the caprice 
of fate. And. the far-spreading manors of Far- 
leighare mine, aad its embattled castW is ntine, 
where I may laugh to soora tiie .collected 
power oi all my raemiev I Ha I be I Did 
I not swear that I woukl' be revenged upon 
man, and have I not kept my oath P I have 
mode him n^ puppat, my plflydiing, my slave, 
until it pleased me to make him ray victim. 
The King of the Valley has £allen before toe, 
and X am new the sole monarob of all these 
^NUUOUB domains ; their tyrant, if it -so pkaae 
my subjects: I denre no better name. , Where 
is the man that now dares to call himself mine 
enemy? let me. see him, that I may send bim 
to join his predecessors. Where are ye, my 
JyOtd Dawbeney, Sr Ijwnoelot Wallop, and 
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'Master Trevor P Where are you, my Lord 
Abbot of Glastonbury? Where is the trea- 
cherous wife that sought her husband's blood ? 
Where is the idiot boy who was to dispossess 
him of his mansions and estates? What, ho! 
Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice, of the Tor Hill, 
and of Farleigh Castle, cdlls upon ye. . Arise ! 
cast off your shrouds I look up out of your 
graves, and behold the triumph of the man 
whom ye thought to conquer J What ! are 
ye all dumb ? Ha ! ha ! ha ! ha !" 

The sardonic laugh with which lie termi- 
nated this riiapsody of exultation, imparted an 
almost fieiid'like expression to his features: 
placing his right hand upon the hilt of his 
sword, he looked round him with an air of 
fierce defiance, as if ready to encounter even 
the ghosts of those whom he had invoked ; and 
in this menacing attitude he slowly marched 
back again into the Tor House. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

BuiU up thy t^>K«r of guih sod ibI^V 
And climb upon iU topmost height, . 

" Thy maker Bcorning; — 
Fmn thftt exalted mmiait hml'd, 
So ihalt thou offer to the world 
More gignal warning. 

Lbatikc Sir Lionel Fitzmaurice for the pre- 
Beot to the enjoymeDt of his grandeur, which 
had now reached its topmost haght, although 
his insRtiaUe amlxtion was already urging him 
to further schemes of advancement, we must 
request our readers to accompany us to Throg- 
DMHtoD Street, in the City of London, where 
Sir Thomas Cromwell had already become suffix 
cjently mricbed by the King^s favour aad his 
own rapacity, to construct a magnificent man- 

roL. III. N 
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sion.' Here, with aBomewIiat ostentations hos- 
jMtality, he directed bread, meat, and drink, to 
be served out twice a day, at his gate, to about 
two hundred poor persons; and here, with less 
suspicious motives, he expended part of his 
treasures in the cultivation of a fsdr and goodly 
garden, stocked with rare exotics, and fruits 
and flowers, wluch, however common now, 
were then new to the English soil. The musk, 
rose, and sevnal sorts of plums, which be him- 
self had 6rst brought from Italy, currants, 
then first introduced &om the Island of Zante, 
pippins rivalling those at Plumstead in Sussex, 
and the damask-rose, imported a few years be- 
fore by Dr. Linacre, the King's phyEstnan, and 
various esciilent herbs and vegt;t«bles, such, as 
few other gardens could exhibit, were all to be 

■ Ontbii^teDr^MT'i HaUaaAGsideoB dov staad. 
As an instance of the unceranontpuB manner in vhich 
great men proceeded in thoee days, as nell as of the 
miserable tenements which s certain rank of pet^e In- 
habited, it may be mentisned that the;faih£x of.8t«w, 
the historian, pogHeasing s house wltfch interfered -with 
Sir Thomas's plaiis, he arbitrarily loosened it trom its 
place, Bet it upon roQera, and had it carried tvrenty- 
two feet faiflw off, withoqt. giving tbe leastjiu^liioe. 
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seen fiourisbiiig together in this collection of 
bortiilan FEirities. 

Sir Thoijias was walking amidst his fruits and 
flowers; giving orders to his gardeners, or to 
tbe workman conpledng his mansion, which he 
occasionally stopped to surrey with a proud 
satisfaction, when he was informed that a person 
in a monk's garb wished to speak with him, 
but-declined giving his name. " Let him wait 
upMi me in the garden," said Sir Thomas, who 
had exercised such a despotic power over the 
whole order, that he thought it unnecessary to 
treat any of its members with much respect. 
This direction was obeyed, and a stranger pre- 
sently approached, wbose large hood, drawn up 
over his bead as if to ctmcesl him, could not 
hide the forbidding character of his features, 
which, in conjunction with his dark robes, of- 
fered a curious contrast to the smiling flowers 
among which he moved, and rendered his ge- 
neral appearance alay thing rather than prepos- 
aesnng. Sir Thomas de«red him to state the 
purport of his visit, and to do it quickly, as 
he should shortly be obliged to wait upon the 
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KiDg's grace at Whitehall; but the stranger 
declaring that his commuaicatioD was of a roost 
important and confidential nature, which could 
not be safely made iu an open garden, he was 
conducted by Sir Thomas into a private ca- 
binet, the dow of which was carefully locked, 
and he then proceeded to divulge his secret. 

This personage was no other than Father 
Barnabas, who has been slightly mentioned in 
the earlier part of our work, as ei^oying to a 
certain extent the confidence of Sir Lionel 
Fitzmaurice, and forming the sole spiritual au- 
thority at the Tor House. His interierence, 
however, had been by no means confined to re- 
ligious matters, as he had been actively though 
secretly employed in many of the machinations 
which we have had occasion to describe. When 
Sir Lionel, observing the superstition and ere- 
duhty by which hia own neighbourhood was 
more espetnally characterized, had determined 
to avail himself of these materials for establish- 
ing a belief in hia supernatural powers, and 
procuring himself to be feared as a deemon, since 
he could not be reverenced aa a deity, he had 
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looked around him for some fitting imtrument, 
who, while hb station placed him beyond the 
r«ach Ojf suspicion, mifrhl be tempted to become 
his colleague in terrifying and deluding the 
vicinity. On account of some irregularity. 
Father Barnabas had at that period been pub- 
licly reprimanded by the abbot, and dispossessed 
of his Treasurer''st^ce, — a disgrace which, ape- 
rating upon a vindictive and vicious character, 
insjnred him with a deadly hatred towards its 
author, and determined him to seek revenge by 
every possible meanp. Of these circumstances Sir 
Li<»iel no sooner became possessed, than ' his 
keen innght into character immediatdy pointed 
out this man as the most likely person to become 
his agent for the purposes we have mentioned, 
espeotdlj if they could be rendered subservient 
to that object which they both equally desired 
— the d«¥truc|:ion of the abbot He accord- 
ingly sought an interview wiUi him ; and by pre- 
tending to be deeply indignant at his unmerited 
removal from of^ce, which he attributed to the 
personal hostility of his superior, while be pro- 
mised bim the whole support of his purse, power. 
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aod influence, to have him made >tlie abho€t 
silcwwor, could they once nfeovad ia geVJmg 
rid of him, he so flattered his au(titar'« prid« 
and thirst, of vengeance, that he boob converted 
him into as willing and unprincipled a tool 
at even his own flagitious heart could Imve 
deaiied. 

A league ofiensive vtd drfeosive was focth-' 
with concluded between (hem, according to one 
of idiase minor provisions Aie father had become 
one of the consfnrators against CeciPs reason, by 
twrifying him with the most dreodiul denun- 
ciations of infamy in this world, and etenuL 
ti^uce in the next, as soon as 'he le&mt his 
diebehef in the Book of Legends. This, how- 
ever, was hut a secondary employment. It 
was a maxim with Sir Lionel, that to be thou^t 
the possessor of superior pow«r, was to' tune it, 
and thM fear W8« the swvst foundati(»t'of greats 
ness. Acting 'uptm this principley he adopted 
every measure that could procure iam the repU'- 
tation of b«ng a dabbler in the oocult aeieneest 
a pursuer of impious and fcvhidden staJdiesv 
<me who tor gome unholy and horiiUe <coa8ider» 
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atton had formed -a dttv^t atUanee *}tK lb« 
Polrera of 'BHrkness, and Was supported hy their 
secret «gt*y. 'His laboratory, #itli- till its 
•traoge dppuatiis, tended to ctfuntetuillee thh 
DolioD, which he caoRtmedhy much les^eqm- 
Tooal manifestAtions, thhnigh the colluaon <^ 
Father Bamaba!!, assisted "by his own crafty 
mummery. ForeseMng the approach of athuti> 
deF^tortn, he had dinMttd Vpta to steal cov^ly 
to the abbot^s grange and iiet it <m fire — a 
lervice which be willingly executed to inflict a 
loss upon his hated superior, whfle Sir Lionel, 
arrayed in lot^robesaitd wielding a wand, bad 
appeared, to the tended rudtJcs wlio surrouM- 
ed Dndldy at HoUowatone Point, to be ^ving 
orders to the elements, and to direct the light- 
ning agiunet the possesnons of his enemy. It 
was Fath«- BamdMs who had secredy abd 
sara^legioudy cotitrived that the curtain before 
ibe image of Oar Lady, and the large nlVer 
crucifix in the aM)ey church, should fall pros> 
trate, w-hen Sir Lionel, jcdning the minstrefaC 
pt>eemon, had «p[»oached to make hifl cffer- 
ing; Ml f^^iarently supernatural portent which 
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had been arranged between them, not Oiily ft) 
suppOTt die knight's aaaumed character, but'to 
constitute a future darge agcdnst the abbot, 
aa a deceiver of the peo[de, and a getter up of 
false miradea. After such art occurrence, Sir 
I'ionel thought he' might safety assume to him- 
self the power of evoking devils ; and H viQ 
excite little wonder that Will Mattock, at the 
time of his examination, should be terrified 
into submission by a threat of such an alarming 
nature, coming from one who appeared so ca- 
pable of enforcbg it. 

It was Father Barpabas, who, after having 
buried the automa^cal clock in the manner 
formerly described, had dug it up again in the 
night-time, and, secreting it during the inter- 
vening period, hod finally conveyed it, as coii- 
certed with Sir Lionel, into the subterranean 
jjaasags, of which he bad purloined the key, 
and where he had also deposited the church 
plate discovered by the' surveyors. Il wtis the 
same worthy coadjutor who bad received ftotn 
Sir Lionel, and ctncealed in the aUwOs sEUdy, 
the .interdicted book on Ae subject cf thfr' 
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also that. Sir JJM^el, b«d. m quickly raawred 
a copy cff. the letter to Cardiwl YfolBtsy, vhicfa 
bis .superior }iitd .ffxea .Um .to truumbe iitto 
the r«^Bter of 'the,abbey. . 

Be^eoge. gsnerolLy dies in ^e fruition, and 
.iDecoises converted into remorse. Tbismui, who 
vitbout a.sinf^e scruple, w oonvpunt^on had 
so long an^ so pertinaciously followed up these 
deep-laid schemes for the abbot's destruction^ 
fitipulEtiBf^forDqthiagbut that he should aot he 
brought forward upon his trial) lest it might io- 
t^ere with,hi8 advanccstent to the vacant office, 
had . stood suddenly ccHMuence-stiicken and 
appalled, when be so unexpectedly beheld, him 
hanging on the: top of tfae Tor Hill. AH his 
vindictive fadings' died within him, and tfae 
pangs of bis sel^acomation were only alleviated 
by the hope that he had not been guilty for 
nothii^, but that by the promised Rsdstanceof 
Sirlaoael, and his known influence with the 
King, be niighf become die successor of his 
viotinL When, however, the immediate sup- 
pvesdoD £>f the monastery dissipated these 
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dre«nu, and he become faauaud vitli that most 
■tinging ot ■ all iwfleetioiu, the rernHnbraaca 
of a criine perpetfatedj m vaiii, be fdl into a 
deprenion of 8oul tbat excited the apfMhen- 
n<Hu of the watchful Sir Liooel. The knight 
offered him a ahare of' his own ptmitleri as 
■ome compenBation for hii disappointmeat ; hak 
ambition and rOTenge, not avarice, had' been 
the beaetting kob of Father Bamahas: he 
declined the profifered reward; and ffom that 
moment Sir Lionel,: oonaidenng him a danger- 
ous character from his poseession of so mffliy 
secrets, and as one, moreover, who was no 
longer necessary to his purpoaes, rescdved upon 
his immediate deatruetion. 

Some of his preliiniaAry measuFea far (his 
purpose came accidentally to the Father^s lfnow> 
ledge, roused him from his lethargy, and re- 
kindling all his amodiered feelings of hatred, 
directed them against his perfidious and san^ 
guinary ally. He was not of a character to 
become a tame unreusting victim ; he knew hii 
antagonist, for suoh he now considered bim, la 
be as quick in the execution, as ho was ferttl4 
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•iH[ucioi», by declaiing that be vas gcAag M 
tbena^tide far thetecemty dT his ghatt«red 
health, he Set off initantly for Loodon, and 
tniTeUitij; day woi ni^t without the smallest 
intnAisMou, aMved at the capital, and betook 
himself to Sir 't'hooias Cromwell^s residence. 
NotwittistaadiDg the cautious and BUspiciauB vi- 
^bmoe of Sir Lionel, he had Dot been able, in 
tbe course ttf thar long-continued intercourse, 
to prerait FatbM barnalHu from obttunibg 
certain docnmeata and vouchers, some of thetd 
in his ovm himd-wTiting, Which inconteBtabl; 
esb^liriied the nature of the conspiracy in 
which they had been jointly engaged. As waiy 
and wily as bis accomplice, the monk had lost 
no opportunity of secreting such pliers, for his 
own uUinlate siecuri^y ; and lie hid taken good 
care to carry them with him when he fl^ ftom 
Somersetshire. 

Having first Mipulated for his own pardon, 
in conaidefatifHi of betraying his brother-ctHl- 
spinUor, he placed these proofs of his allq^ 
tiOQB hi the hendB of Bir Thomas GrOmwdi,- 
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and the^isDte^ io^ «'fHU.ci^>0Htm) of -tW 
nefarjou^ pixye0«, io wb^ he luHdbfHn jeantly. 
engaged wi^ Sir l^ooel for tbe deBlniolian - ot 
the abbot; staging .in addition the fcoigbJia 
tnanifuld abuses of. hiy, pow^^ as ,a guardian^ 
biB Yarioiis macbination^ to d^wiige tbe..DiWfai 
of bin ward, tbe aFtiGc«a h?. bad an|dc^ed to 
fix upon bim tbe character of. mental imber 
dli,ty, aod, finally, tbe mani&flt nodves with 
whicli be bad procured hin to be condenuied as 
a heretic, that be might oblaiQ legal posecwion 
of tbe estates which be b^d so loBg usurped. ' 
• A single glf^ice at the doipuBieiits.M^Sced to 
convince Cromwell, who, waa w^ acquainted 
with Sir Lionel's. band-wTLting, of thdtr autben-< 
Ucji and bis first ^prebensitm was.^the possi- 
bility, that through these disclosures he might 
become implicated by the unjust sent^ice pro- 
nounced upon the abbpt. .By immediately 
revealing tbe whole circumstances to. the King, 
however, . hQ. doubted not that be should be 
cleared from all responsibility upon this soore; 
and he bad.no sooner satiafiod himself as to 
bis ovn safety, than his thoughts neroied -to 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



THEl^TOR HIU,. S77 

OecO,' «4fOee'-mEecut!on vta fixed for tlie M- 
Imnhig momittg. From the first he hid talcen 
ao .mteittit- in his fiite ; the present commiroi- 
eittaKHi, by showing the griennis wrongs he had 
sustMued and the yilhmous motives of his 
prdtecutor, strengthened this prepossession; 
and he detennined not to stint any effort he 
could safely niake, for procuring on immediate 
leprieTe and final remisuon of bis sentence. 
Feeling the importance cf the intelligence, and 
the neeessitT for dispatch, he suggested that 
the monk should forthwith accompany him in 
his barge to Westminster, that the.King himself 
might be immediately possessed of bis tidings, — 
a proposition to which Father Barnabas, in 
the hope of obtaining the royal promise for his 
pardm, gave a willing assent. 
. They proceeded accordingly to the river-side, 
where Sir Thomas's boat, with his bargemen in 
rich liveries, were in waiting ; and in due time 
disembarked at Wolsey's foriner palace, which 
had now taken the name of Whitehall, or the 
Kmg''s Manor of Westminstcir. Here the moiik 
yraa ushered into a waiting-room, while his com- 
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putKB proceeded to the Kiiig''s tAootty frhete b^ 
wu alwajB A wricome viaitsnt, since he gem- 
laUy came to oaoouace tome new spoliatiDa coftK 
nttted OB the jorergiowa poasemioDs cf tlrt 
chorcb. At the moment of bis entrance. Hear;, 
Id deep ooDTorsitfioii with )ih tailor, had JMt 
bied on the drtss of a. Sancen, in vhich he WM 
to appe«r at a grand miuque to be given tfaat 
Digfat at the Court, and which bad been tta- 
dered as grim and gorgeous aa all the tal^tts of 
the artist coold compass. Waving his hand fat 
the wiehler of the dteara to withdraw, he stt^ 
himself down in his paynim garb, with which 
bis tasx assorted much better than his figure, to 
receive the communication ot his visitant, lisfoi* 
ing to it with sufBetent altentioo to catdi Hi 
entire purport, although he was emplir^ed at 
the same time in turning over Bome other fancjr- 
dreasea which had been brought for inspection: 
As to (my commiseration for the innocent abbot, 
so cruelly sacrificed, sucb a thought never once 
crossed his mind. His predominant, indeed hit 
sole, feeling was indigniltion that be himietf 
should be imposed upoii and defrauded out of 
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a lafge grant of the abbey \aadt by tbe ooUwriob 
of tmo jugg^g knaveB ; under tbe infltieace vf 
-whuii impntaan he started upoD his legs, vxa 
damirag, in wraUiful accents — "Ha! what) 
lias the villaDouB bastard dand to fday me fiilael 
now, by Saint Mary I had he as maay beads as 
fte byjra, they ahall laap from the tnutor*a 
diouidere. Let him be s^zed and brought to 
London. He shall die upon the Tower Hill as 
a wamiBg to all caDkei<ed perjurers ; ha I" 

** Your Gmce's orders shall be obeyed," said 
1^ llwmae ; " and, touching this monk to whom 
we owe the knowledge of these tmsdeeds, I have 
T«ntared to prmmse that your Highness should 
pardon ■■- — " 

" 6«y*8t ihoa, man t Fardon him t How durst 
thou utter the word, ba P — What ! — See that 
be be had to prison, and kept in safe custody. 
By Saint Paul ! he shall swing at Tybum upon 
his own confession. 'Tis but to rid the world 
of a rogue, which is well — and of a monk, which 
is better still." 

*"" Even as it seemeth best to the wisdom and 
pleasure rf the King's Grace,' replied Sir 
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cenung this iiiDoc^tt yovitli^ iV i4fi^.iik^ yw 
Crnioe to undvvBtand UiAt !( ; Mvetbad ^tewti^of 
h>n>, and, S90A1 toaa,y, he.wems to b^ but (4 
weak wit and iofirpit or ,h«. would not h«.ye 
fallen into this snare." , , 

" Why then, good master Privy Sea], let the 
boy be i^irievec]. There be fools eoov in thie 
world without him;, but let that pass. ..The 
Hui^rfn^s were eyer a.bold and loyal,raGe; 
his &ther was a .stout, man-at-arms, by the 
same token that he on<^..brqke his.swoni upw 
roy:BculL«^ at a jousting at Greenwich ; and, 
by my faith '• the «mp1«,gull, his son, seems to 
have had foul wioog done him. Heare^.thnu 
me, ha P Away then, and do it ; and seBd me 
quick the ^lor.to imhameBs mc. This San^. 
cell's gear lUies nje not ; it is soine deal ,tqo. 
hot and heavy." 

Sir Th(»iu^ h^teped out <tt the cU^t;, and 
dispotebed the tradeaojan to racoavo^ hi^ mji^ 
tn- from a barbarian to a Christian kin^ so J&r 
ai that process . could, be ^ectfd. by divest- 
ing him of his externa! -tnqifai^i. wh^;^. 
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prMeetbd to Eatber Banuiba% «h6 vainst a 
litde- appall^ at' finding be -wm' to be kept 
a close prisoner. Allhoi^b^ Cromlrell bad no 
faith whstever in his own amurAnces, be de- 
clamd that it Was only a precautitmarjr mea- 
sure to secure him as a witness ogaiost Sir 
Iiiotiel, after whose punishment the King's well- 
knowD demlsBcy would donbtless be extended 
towards hhn. Leaving him to the consolation 
of this equivocal phrase, he saw him safely 
bestowed in prison ; and having made the 
gaoler responsftle for his secure custody, pro- 
ceeded to execute the further orders he had 
rec«T6d respecting the King of the Hill. 

Backed as was the warrant for his appre- 
hension with the royal ugnature, Sir Thooiaa 
knew enough of his desperate character, to 
doubt his yielding it a ready obedience, if 
he had time to prepare for resistance ; and 
he therefore directed the sheriff of Somerset- 
^ii^, (o whom he forwarded it, to preserve 
all possible secrecy as to its object, and^ talcing 
with him a sHuLll force that would excite no 
su«pidDn,' to endeavour to surprise Sir LioD^ 
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and send lum-up to LoltdtM with b pn^MT 
gtunl. That vigilant penonage, however, woe 
not easily to be taken uhswum. One of 'Ha 
retaiocrg in London having accjdmitelljr s0eu 
Father Barn^ws and the I^oid Prify Seal dis^ 
embark and enter the King> pidaM, KurH«d 
dS wkb the intellijjenee to his master, whoafe 
qmck penetration booq eaabled btm to deteot 
the ol^ect of tbiB visit, and to disoover the'filH 
extent v£ the danger with whidi he was m^ 
naced. Never had he before been placed in 
such imminent jeopardy : but he was famiinr 
with peril, accustomed to 'stieeess, confideni- 
in hii own resources; and be trusted that1)y 
fraud and subtlety, perjury and bribery, he 
■hould tiiumph over diis difficulty, as he had 
done over so many others equally menacing. 

At the moment of his recnving this infer' 
mation, he was at the Tor House, where be 
immediately retired into his own apartment, 
to consider what course to adopt in the first 
instance, giving previous orders that the gates 
diould be kept closed, and a double guard 
be stationed at the gate-house. Scarcely had 
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tlwie coiomiuids be«i obeyed, when die riieriff 
aatl hi6 party of horsemen galloped up to the 
principal entrance, expecting to enter without 
resirtanee, and carry the place by a coup ie 
ntaia. To their .great mortification, tliey found 
evwy thing ,}H¥pered for resi^nce ; and tba 
ibeiiff waa fun to -send in bis warrant peace> 
dtily, and sUmmoa Sir Lionel to surrender in 
the KiitgV name. Instead of obeying thife man- 
date, he tore the paper into fragment s,,whi<:^ 
he scattered to the air, ordered the alanim-bril 
to hi Tung, to collect hie people, and drawing 
}m aword, rushed to the cauaeway, from .vhoM 
wan* he warned the shetiff to draw off iat 
toUowerai »r expect a volley of arrows ad 
' buUets. The party thu» addreesed, who waa 
a resolute man, treated these threats as idle 
gasconades, imagining that Sir Lionel would 
never be desperate enough to oppose the 
King's warrant by open violence ; and, observing 
tbftt the walla of the cviseway were so choked 
up outside by rubbish that had been thrown 
mer, and shrubs reaching up to their summit, 
as to present an easy escalade, he commffiided 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



S84 THE TOK HILL. 

his men to dinnount, snd storm the csu^way 
beftire the re«t of die party #fthiii dould be 
anned and dollecteit. ' ■ . ,- . 

Tbh order be was himself the first to obey. 
Leaping from his horse, he ran up (he delving 
bank ; and clinging to the branches of a tree, 
clambered to the top of 8 waD, calfing out're^ 
peatedly— •* la the KTm^s name ! in the l^ing*§ 
name i" — ^but his exdamatitna were presently si- 
lenced, for Sir Lionel, rushing to the Epot, clove 
his sk^ with a angle blow c^ bis terrific swcn^ ; 
bis body tumbled backward amid the eruAnig 
boughs and underwood, and two t>f bufimowm 
were at the same instant killed hy a volley frWB 
the walls. The rest of his party, ^smayed 
by the fate of their companions, and the loss 
of their leader, hastily remounted their horSes 
and galloped off, leaving the dead bodies of the 
sheriff and his two men lying beneath the wiU^ 
while the fu^tives were pursued by a shout of 
victory from the little garri«»i collected on the 
causeway. 

All this, occurring upon the hasty idipulM-af 
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the^mpmeDt, had ^catotfly occupied ivore time 
ia the fansacnag than ia. recording it; bvt 
when Sir Lionel was left to his cooler conrndera- 
tifHiSy he saw much , to regret in the misadven- 
tuce. . It. wag no. part of his cautitnis policy 
thus to thsuw down the gauntlet against his 
monarch ; there would have been many methods 
of eTtidiag obedience, without defying the King's 
power, and slaying the ^eriff of the county 
bearing bis sign-manual; and he foresaw the 
necessity of much pajury for throwing the 
whole blame on that <rfScer!'s intemperance, and 
attributing bis death to mistake or accident 
He rehed, however, upon that good fortune 
which bad ever favoured bim at his utmost 
peed, trusting also with a bhnd confidence to 
bis own sagacity, just at the moment when it 
was faegiiming to desert him He was, in fiwt, 
intoxicated with success, giddy with the eleva- 
^n to which he had attained he began even 
to brieve his own fit^ions, to imagme that he 
was indeed protected by supernatural aid, and 
bore. " a charmed life ;" in short, to exhibU all 
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the symptomi of tbat demeotation with wliidi 
tke Fates afflict tboee whom thej Inve dtfer- 
auned to ruin. 

• A oroninstanoe wtu now about to occur, Aat 
gave a sapid derdopeineiit U> this inordiiiate 
wlf-oonorit. Born and' bred id th«' aJd'ajstem 
flf faith, to which th^ were attadied by tbdr 
intovstB as well ai hattits^ the cueamon peo}^ 
had'iiot remained paseiTC qiectatorS' ai thcaii 
tNQpt'to supnaederit, acconpMiied as it was bj 
cruelty and rapacity of every sort; and their ir- 
jitatioD' was mope especially prevaloat' ia tboM 
diitrieti where tbe' monaBtoiefl had been sup- 
preued, whose niuni£oeDt cfaaiitiea and extm- 
sire hMpitality^ IsuA been their dnef rcBource. 
9eeiDg nothiiigi inthe mw religion to compel' 
sate the loss of these tempcw&l advantages, sod 
dis^pointed in the benefiCs, which had been so 
lavishly -[ffomiaed to all ruiks, as the immediate 
reawlt of dissolving th« religious houses and 
Bciziag their possessions, ^e people had in va- 
rious quarters broken out into open iasurrec- 
ticms. These disGontents had in some instances 
extended to the nobility and gentry, whose an- 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



TUB ram hih,.. 887 

^Mtors bad founded Uie pioiiB inMitutione, and 
who .saw tbetnadves. thus deprimad of the oer- 
twn provinioD whiob Umy afforded fm their 
TOWigeridiildFeB; wlnle tha more superetitioug 
Sfit a- great alann for the soulfr c^. their foro- 
iaibew, which, wiUiout mMBa -to relieve tbcn, 
auwt now reaiaiii for many ages .subject to all 
tkS' iiiixisvfflii«)oeB of purgatory. Many of these 
ptnop^ee of diatinftiw) bad joiocd the insure 
gWt^ wfaoae ttunukuary- armies, sonetJiBe« 
Dtu^iienng from tnnity to forty thoiuMid men, 
Im^ JU ; seviBrsI isatances, . become eo fwmidable 
aa.tfli tfaEmten.tbertoUl ■ubverHon of the mo- 
urcby. 

>. H'^berto, homver, they had all been uiti' 
mate^ dispersed; but, at tihepcnod^itf which 
Ve aEe.Hxitingi, a new rebtfiioi] ' brobe^ out' in 
the west, (£ a- sttU^ move- tbreateain^' character 
UitaBny of those-tbat -had preceded-iti Some 
ttf-.itB leadva^ who werdm^iof. rank' aodoon- 
sidcratioD j^ .ktipwiog the 'mtiitary talratt ot Sir 
laonel, and the number of retainers be could 
b<Piig.'iiitia^i.fieUt in«ted>hiin tojointhem; 
b)^ii9,i3Uitat:tbe Hmfr'tinMauch prospeotsitf 
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niGccM, aad gniog him mob a bt <tf prondsfed 
Mftermta amoog the B(ri>Ui^ Had fmtrf, that 
be WW pcmuded they woM. oonrtitute an 
invoatiUe force, aad cony all beftme them. 
He reflected, moreover, that be waaao dtejrfy 
o(ifn|xmuaed with the KiDg as te imfiitcale 
bis life : from this difficulty the most e^atUkl 
method of exlractiiig himself was by detJutNi- 
ing, or at least masterii^, the mtmarcfa, wbo 
bad preeumed to order him up to Loadoo for 
punishment f thea^ was something flattwfaig 
to his pride iq the v^ thoi^t ; in tfie event 
of their carrying their point, it was iupoesiUe 
to say what eminence be himself might attain, 
if he put himself forward among the revolt- 
ers; and, bdieving that sound pdtcy cdled 
upcxi him to abuidoo his usual system of 
caution, and take a baM and decided Mep, be 
marshalled his followers, who were all wilUog 
to share his fortune, whatever it mi^t be, and 
nuircbed at their head to the place of reK> 
deivous. 

Here every thing w<»e the i^ipearaDoe of 
warlike bustle, and all was endMinaBB and- 
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coofideooe ; the whole neighboudbood was up 
in 'BTnis, and bad the rest of the country been 
equally acdve, nothing could have witbetood 
tbnr united nund>erB. But though tbe fedtBg 
of digcoDteot 'was so widdy diffused, the lo- 
a only pwtial and local ; while its 
lect in this particular focus, only 
served to deceive those who assumed it as a 
^lediUMi t4 the whole kingdom. Nothing, in- 
deed^ was wanting, that could inspire ctjnfidence 
in the better class, or operate upon the super- 
stitiouB feehngs of the multitude. Like ^eir 
predeoessors, in the unterprize ctdled the Pil- 
grimage of Grace, priests nurched at their 
head, carrying crosses in their hands ; in their 
banoH's was woven a crucifix, with the repre- 
sentation of a chalice, and of the five wounds 
of Christ, of which they also wore an emblerA 
on their sleeves, with the name of Jeaus wrought 
in the middle; and they were all bound to- 
gether by an oath. The sanction, and the sa- 
cred symbols of these holy persons, exerted a 
pow^ol influence over the commonalty ; hut 
ihai upon which they prindpally rdied, was the 
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lupematurat aB^t>Dce. th»t was to Ik afforded 
to them by a woman I 

Undeterred by the &te of the Hoh/ Maid of 
Kent, who had get herself up some time before as 
a prophetess and a worker of miraplee, a poor eo- 
thusiastic girl started forth from some obscure 
valley in Somersetshire a^ her successor, qiiickly 
acqutnng such a reputauon, that she was in~: 
vited by the leaders ot tbe-preseot insurrection 
to i<nn their banners, and bestqw upon their en- 
terprise the sanction of her miraculous powers. 
No imputation of knaveiy eould at^b to this 
woman, an in the inatance of her Eeotish pre- 
decessor ; it was a case of honest simple, de- 
lusion ; and she joined the insurgents in the fuU 
persuasion, that she had been called upon by 
Heaven to lead them to victory and restore 
the ancient faith, — a conviction which soon ex- 
tended itself to her armed companions. The 
name of the English Joan was bestowed upon 
her ; every one predicted that she would rival 
the exploits of her French nam^ake ; and th* 
con6dence^ as well as the number of her f(^ 
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lowers, increased every day, ' and alni(Ht eV«ry 
hour. 

in fliis sanguine abd overweening mood, tfiey 
Ifearned, with exultation rather than alarm, that 
the Ddkt! of Norfolk was marching against them 
with a'body'of regular troops, and they demand- 
id' With Idiid cries to he led forth to meet him, 
— a call with which it was held prudent to com- 
ply, lest their ebthiisiasm should have time to 
cool.' As one of the most experienced com- 
roahdets among' them, Sir Lionel would have 
now pui himself forward to direct their move- 
nleAts; but ' the blind and besotted multitude 
would Hsten to no orders hut those issued by 
En'glish Joan, whose generalship consisted in 
desiring them ' to march on, and fear nothing 
while she remained at their head.' In this 
confused manner they advanced without any 
diminuUon of courage, until, upon gaining a 
gentle eminence , they beheld the Duke's forces, 
constituting an insignificant body of horse and 
foot, drawn 'up in the valley beneath them. 
Now it was that Sir Lionel, feeling coiivinced 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



39S THE TOB HILl. 

dittt by a fittle- maoAgeartnt fte bOBtHe-bttid 
might be surroundal and txtaminated, iosiBtcd 
upon the ooBunRnd bang ' given to faifltsd^ or 
to same other militarjr perdfan' ^U!ill;f qmdu 
fied far the office. But lie vaght i» Wefl Imre 
^loken to the winds and waves.' !1?he-f<G«>ale' 
general, too much elated by bee new dignity 
willingly to resign it, and really believing hep- 
self to be ooDuaiBioned by HeaVien, hidt twi* foN 
lowers BtiU inarch on, and they i^ould sM their ' 
m^es destroyed before dieir fiwes hy fire and 
thunderbolts from the sky ; and th« mallitudd, 
conceiving it safer to fidbw a Heaven-a|^iirted 
leader than an ordinary mortal, bttodly ob«rsd 
her orders- 
Arrayed in white garments^ holding a pftln^ 
branch in her hand, and chanting" fame monk- 
ish canticle, she advanced undismttyed, uotH 
at the first ToUey from the royal troops Ehe 
received a wound, and fell screaming to tiie 
ground. In a moment, however, sh^'Brtiw, 
her white robes stained with blood, and tttn- 
tishing her palm-branch, once more 8ta^er«d 
forward until struck by a second bull«^ when 
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Aie again' fell, and was no more «een, though 
ber loud abnekfl xaog slwilly in the idx. Tire 
dvmol MtHid seat a thriU of dismsj to the very 
heart's core of ber fii^wwi; .aikl one of those 
sodden panics, to which a tumultuary army it 
so peouliarty Usble, infecting the whole mass, 
they threw down thenr arms as if with cue 
accord and fled in aU dtrecUons with xa indes* 
(sibable coof usitKi and temw. 

A pang of wnrth and bitter uiguish shot 
through the bosom c^ Sir lionel at the sight. 
He bfjield all his hopes immhilated in a mo- 
ment ; be diadained flight • he knew that uo- 
tlung could he eSected by his own httk band, 
wbidi still j«mained staaoch and imbroken ; he 
antiwpated no mercy if he were taken ; and, in 
this hasty counael with his own thoiq^iis, he at 
length decided upon retiring with his followers 
to Facleigb Castle, where be would be safe for 
the present, and mi^ await scHtie ibore ftntu- 
Bate contingency. The Duke of Norfolk, how- 
ever, who, from observing the better bearing 
and uray of his troop, concluded that it be> 
leoged to some.leaders of the uisursection, bad 
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(J6tache<f a coiSpany trf'hofae to intercept Wi 
reti^t,— an object in which' th^ \efiAet ctmi- 
pletEUy succeeded. WiUib^ to aparfr an .iiiil 
necessary effusion of blood, be rode forward 
towards Sir Lionel, exhitHting a small white 
fla;;, and calling out that quarter Would be 
granted to all who surrendered.—" 1 accept siidi 
quarter as I give !" cried Sir Lionel fiercely ; 
and;, at the same time rushing forward, he struck 
the officer from his horse, and dispatched 
him by repeated blows while he whs upon the 
ground. 

At tbe fflg^t of this savage treachery, the 
soldiers clapped spurs to their horses, and 
galloped forward with loud cries to avenge 
th^r commander ; while Sir Lionel's followers, 
seeing the utter hopelessness of the contest, dis- 
persed with the utmost precipitation, leaving 
their master unsupported. Deserted as he was, 
his natural ferocity became inflamed by despe- 
ration, while his almost superhuman strength 
enabled him not only to defend himself against 
the foremost of his ass^ants, but to stretch the 
greater number of them lifeless at his feet. No 
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tiger atanding at bay. against hijs purauers ever 
made moie fierce, terrific, and convulsive efforts. 
But as the renmnder of t^e troops came up, he 
was surrounded on all sides; uid fightiqg with 
the same fury to the last, he at length fell 
lifeless to the earth, pierced with innumerable 
wounds. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Header ! who hast unto their end 
Penwed onr cbofUn, wbetiiei penn'd 

Gravelf at gaily. 
Think that the author, ere we part. 
Sends thee a blesung from his heart : — 

"S«l¥e«*,Vde!" 

Hes father baring set oflF for Farleigh Castle 
immediately after dispatdiing Cecil as a pristmer 
to London, Beatrice remained for some time 
in the most torturing suspenj^e as to the fate of 
her lover; fortheremnining Eervan,ts were either 
really ignorant of his destination and their mas- 
ter's intentions respecting him, or else afraid to , 
divulge them. After the first burst of grief, 
however, she awaited Sir Lionel's return, vhit^ 
was announced from day to day, with a com- 
parative degree of patience, determined to ex- . 
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postulate witb him, as eoon as she could obtiun 
an mfemev, Mpoa hh Tiolent and unjust con- 
duct towards his uiihappy vard ; to pdnt out 
to him the utter falsehood of his imputed imbe- 
dhty ; to declare her solemn resolution never to 
marry any other ; to state the generous propo- 
rtions that had been made by Cecil ; to enforce 
the policy as well as the duty of acceding ,fo his 
widies; and'fiaally) to iiBplweher&lilier,'as he 
Talued his own mtety and' the' hapi^ness of his 
dtild, not to.thrbw away t))i3,(diaq^. of recon- 
ciling all parties, and yet -preserving his own 
powtt and authority. To his sense of justice, 
or even to his paternal feelings, she had too 
much reason to belieTe that all appeal would be 
unavailing; but to bis self-interest, to his cal- 
(XdatiMis of policy, and above aU, to the offered 
surrender of the Tor House, she confidently 
trusted for the success of her sidt. la the im- 
petuosity of his first feelings, she believed that 
S^ Lionel could never have properly weighed 
the advantages, that would result to himself 
■ fr0m the proposed union ; and as she adverted 
to the alarming responsibility, that he had in- 
o5 
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curi*ed by tbe Abuse at bis fowit aa a guardian, 
dw became not kn anxious, upon bic aoiaantv 
than her own Had CecU's, that be ahould acc^ 
the prtdlkred {xaHpFOnuK,' And ensure safety to 
himself while he conferred happiness u^»aii-tbem. 
By placing all these benefits in adear l^ht 
before him, she thought it impossible that he 
ihoald continue to oppoat their wishes; and in 
this belief she fHoloDged the patienot:^ with 
which she had been expecting his return, thcugh 
it had been now deferred mudi beyond the day 
originally fixed. 

But when the arrival at the Tor House of 
one of the servants Who had- accompanied 
Cecil discovered to her the infamous plot that 
had been laid against his Hfe, and that he had 
been left a prismter in die Tower of LondcM>, tbe 
intelligence again excited outbreakings of indig- 
nant passion, to which she bad been fcumerly 
subject. Love, grief, rage, and horror, assailed 
her bosont at tbe same moment ; aod in this con- 
vulaive strife of the passions, she oould only 
express her agony by repeated shrieks, until ex- 
hausted nature sought relirf in a fit. When 



iiiiE^byCoogle 



TBB TOR HILL. ^90 

ibe MCOYered, tbe aufftvanabia vicdepaeft^ her 
emotion had «ubffided, and -At had r&obtftined 
tfaie jcommiind of ber teeiiags ; but she remained 
plunged in ad^tbof laontRl anguifih, Ateoiore 
int«ise> becttuse abe was now calm enough to 
perceive tlie full extent of her misery, from 
whidi she saw no pos^le method of extrication; 
A ibousaad times, and ever wiA iocreasing self* 
reproach, did she accuse h«^lf as the author 
of Cecil's imprisonm^t, and possibly of bU 
death. It was the avowal of her love for bim 
that had driven Sir Lionel to tbk horrible ex- 
pedient : she it was, who had instilled into him 
the heretical opinions of which be stood charged ; 
she it was,, who bad presented to bim the book, 
whoae possession was to entail destruction upon 
his head. To her present distempered feebngs, 
the innocence, the- exalted purity 4>f her motives, 
aSbrded no palbation of her offence. She had 
occasioned the death of her lover! Tbia.borri. 
ble idea haunted her mind with an ^dmoat mad* 
deniug pertiaacity, and filled her with a remise 
that knew no respite. 

Suddenly the thought occurred to her, that 



Digilis^JbyCOOgle 



SOO THE Tp^ OUJ.. 

thoK was still time to ^e biip—tJi^t fper in- 
terference might even jiow.srrest.bis £^^; wd 
accuslDg herself for lu^ having. socH^csd^Wted 
to this possibility, ahe started up Math ihe in- 
tention of setting o^ instant^ toIufwdpOt re- 
solved to lay down her own lifi^ if. veceasar)', 
to save that of CeciL She ^vquld tiirow lierself 
at the King's feet, and suppl^te. mav;-:— d^ 
would reveal her own share iq.the.o^nce of 
which her lover stood charged-7-sh«. wpuld diU 
vulge the foul iniquitous plot,, of which lie wa^ 
the victim, and the hase motives in-W^(;]( U.JMd 
ori^nated. — A moment's reflection conyiDcqd^ 
her that such a proc^edii^.w'ould be ^CM^ibt 
with the most imminfsit peril. ^ AAei; the .mes- 
sage that the King- had sent he|C by, Dudley, the 
sight of her might serve to rekindle l|i^ smo- 
thered pae^on; in which .e>fent, to proclain 
Cecil her lover, would be <HUy to ^ve an order 
for his death with her own tongue; fi^r Imof^ 
whom it had been said, th^t he i^v^ tparefil,, 
woman in his lust, nor man in his .vrath,. 
would be little likely, oodpt the influence, of .1 
both these passions^ to extend cifmpasi^t^ pff-,:. 
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herself and Cteil. Even'if she sought to rev^ 
the coil^racj against her loyer, without ex- 
pd^Dg herself to the King's observation, how 
eould she do K), and not deeply, dangerously, 
perhaps fatally, implicate her father F Was t^e 
to be' so absorbed in the remembrance of CecU, 
as' to forget her own parent P Was she to com- 
mit parridde, that ^e might save her lover ? 
Even if tifae were to succeed in this guilty pro- 
ject, could she expect a moment's hf^piness with 
him, after fetie had thus impi<jusly sacrificed Ae 
auAor bf 'her b^Ag upon the altar of love ? — 
Oh ! no, no, no I^she shuddered at the revolting 
thought, and drove it from her mind with loftthing. 
But althbugh if seemed impossible to save 
Cedl's Bfe-^-ahhoUgh every thing repelled the 
fond hope bt her ever being enabled to live 
with him in this world-^-she might at least share 
his fate, aAd bear him company to the next. 
Tb this no duty was opposed ; to this she was 
s<^k3ted by every impulse of her heart. She 
might, perhaps, soothe his hour of death, while 
to' herself would be a Sweetness to share it 
witii hiw. ■ Shewbuld avow her partidpation in 
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all his heteaies, iq all his ofienccs, uhd ioWst 
upoD undergoing the same peoaltj as tunuelC 
No sooner h»d this thought ocourreit to her, 
than ebe set aboMt: Ae.executJoo of her purpose 
with her accustomed promptitude .aod enei]gy. 
Not even commuiiicatiiig her ii^eotiqna'to Ltidy 
Fitzmaurice, lest any attempt should be. mad^ 
to frustrate them, she dosired the aged ^toom^ 
who had accompanied her from X>ondoDi to g^t 
ready the horses ; and entrusting to him a small 
valise, with a sufficient stoctt of m<iiiey, and su(^ 
requisites as might be vapted on the r«ad,.shf 
quitted the Tor House, and rode rapidly forward 
in the direction of London. 

In the evening <rf this day, whil^ she was 
consulting her attendant, as to where they ehould 
stop to refresh their horses, they met one of 
Sir lioncl's seryants, who immediately made up 
to them, declaring that he came from London, 
and was the bearer of a letter which he was 
specially cJiarged to put into Mistress Fitzmau- 
lice^s own hands. This msja had be^n one of 
Cecil's escort ; and the lieutenant of the Tower, 
understanding that he had been ordered bac|t 
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^to Sotsersetsfaire, had entrastei} to him the 
lettttf he htid received from hia prisoner, pledg- 
ing \nia to deliver it into no other hands than 
^o8e of Beatrice, to whom it was addressed, 
and ensuring his fldeiity by a handsome gra- 
ttiity. Wirii a trembling hand did she break 
the Bealj and with a pahpitating heart did she 
read the fatal scroll, whose feffect upon her feel- 
ings was not less electrical than the first com- 
munication she had received, although it was 
unmarlced by the same external violence. Hi- 
therto she had been sustained by a faint and 
undefined hope that her presence might effect 
some change in his fate, she knew not what ; or 
at all events, that she might have the consola- 
tion of being his companion in death. But 
now, when she saw that it was too late — that it 
was all over— her faculties seemed suddenly 
withered, and her heart broken within her. The 
letter dropped from her hand, the colour fled 
from her cheeks, her eyes closed, £hc fainted, 
and would have fallen from her horse, had not 
her attendant, who had observed her illness, 
hastened to support her. 
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By the aasiBtance of the other servant, Sht 
was dismouDted and placed ujwn t&e grass, lier 
oompanioiu looking on witfi a mute bewilder- 
ment, and both b^ng equally ignorant what mea- 
aurea to adopt for bringing her to herself. Atlex 
aome time, however, she heaved a deep sigh, and 
slowly recovered her senses; when her first in- 
quiry was, what had become of the letter. She 
repeatedly perused it in silence, without shed- ^ 
ding a tear or betraying any visible emotion, for 
a deep despair had given momentary calmness to 
bel" feelings. After holding a short consulta- 
tion with her own sad thoughts, she desired Sir 
Lionel^s servant to pursue his journey ; and 
remounting her horse, informed her own atten- 
dant that it was her purpose to proceed to Ba^, 
fnan which city they were not very tat distant. 
Here she betook herself to a nunnery, which she 
had occasionally visited with Lady Fitzmaurice, 
one of whose poor relations was an inmate of 
the place, and informed the Superior that she 
ratered the house with the intention of making 
her pFofesraon, and talking the veil as one of her 
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regular duds. — " Alas ! my daughter," ex- 
claimed the abbess, " jou are welcome to our 
asterhoodj so long as we have a roof to cover 
our beads. We hare beeu hitberto spared, be- 
cause ^ur revenues are too small to tempt tbe 
spoiler ; but tbe besom of destruction is abroad 
wbich threateneth to gweep every bouse of ho- 
liness from tbe land, and how long we may 
escape is only known to Him whose poor and 
fnai servants we are." 

" At least, good mother," said Beatrice, " you 
can aSbrd me a present asylum, until I have 
made those irrevocable vOws, which will for 
ever bar every earthly claimant from seeking 
my hand. My hopes are buried ; my heart is 
in the grave; I have done with this world; 
I am the affianced spouse of One Vbo is waiting 
for me in Heaven, of one who " 

Her heart melted as her thoughts reverted to 
Cecil : at the idea of rejoining him in the skies 
her despair gave way ; and, the tension in which 
-her feelings had been hitherto suspended bdng 
now relaxed, her head sank upon the bosom of 



Digilis^byCOOgle 



S06 THS Tcn^mtx. 

die abbess, die hebved two dr' thnee fayatei^cid 
Hghs^ and' at length found TcHef' in a "batfit 
<^ tears. i . - ' ■ 

Tbe ^>bess willingly acceding toJdl- her 
widies, Beatrice assumed' tha wtiite veil of'A 
novice, and immediately commenced' th^sepM- 
liminary (dHervanoes whit^ are prescribed to 
dedicated nuns, imxious tO' qualify herself 'itk 
quickly as possible for taking the oaths,- lUMl 
shutting herself out altogether from A wotld 
th^t she now loathed. It was her duly, aliooBt 
her hourly, occujHition to read over Cecil's lett», 
tbat by the magnanimity of his setftimeats dH 
might at raioe fortify her present resdutioii, 
and detive cODSolatKHi from the^ prospect 'of 
'being reunited to -hhu in the skies.- When 
compared with him, all other men seemed to 
fade into insignificance. So gent^, and yet n> 
heroic ; a humanity so sen^tive to the suffer- 
ings of others, with so much fortitude to endure 
them in his own person ; so much sweetness 
combined with courage; so much' butbHity 
with ' majesty t wherej wh^re could ^K^'Hfcpe 
to iind a parallel to his character upon eairth'; 
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mi wb«i> oh, wjien i mntld f^« hapf^day w- 
i^fKi'thet «h« might: rejedn trim in the skies P- 

Thua did she ejaculate to herself, as, with 
her baodfi, oae <^ which held liis letttr, orossed 
jupOD her boBQm, snd her. eyes fixed upon the 
gilQund, she walked forth with the rest of the 
aune.istp the fields <^ Bath Valley, wlnthcr 
,4lie abbess was accuitoined to conduct tbeci 
on the summer evenings to enjoy the coed air. 
Her little ^procession was increased by several 
ytfisxfg ladies, aent tocher for the - completion 
of their education; and the whole party, At~ 
persii^ themselreg beneath the shade of a clmBp 
of trees, sate down to their different employ^- 
mentB. Some had brought with them thdr 
Fodcs and wheels for spinning, others betocA 
thonselves to small frames of embroidery, irinle 
the greater number -of the sisterhood dianted 
toother the vesper hymo — their Ttnces, as diey 
paused between every verse, seeming to be 
ivafted upwards, and to die away in the air 
in soft and distant cad^ices. ■ 
,, .Sea^cehad fixed her eyes up<Hi the bud, 
SQttWg amjd a ricli pavilion of gold and purine 
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cltMidst Several little detached masses, of eat. 
quiaite brightness vere hovering; over the sub. 
fflding luniiiiBiy, and tiie was foodf ully indidj^og 
the idea ihat Cedl, in a Btate of beatitude, mi^ 
be floating about uptm one. of those islands 
of Hght, to behold the glorious ovoJutions of 
Nature^B magnificent pageant, vhen her m- 
veries were interrupted by a sudden eonfuratm 
among her compuiions, several of whom hur- 
ried past her, as if avtuding the approach of 
a strrager. Looking quickly round, to disco^ 
▼er the cause of their alarm, the saw a figure 
running rapidly towards h^ : her eyea were 
rivetted to him as he approached; and, in a. 
moment after, uttering a loud cry of astotaish- 
ment and joy, she fell fainting into the arms 
(rfher.loverl , 

Tes ; it was Cecil HoDgerfevd, who, having 
obtained a pardon through the representatippB 
of Sir Thomas Cromwell, had hastened iatq 
Somersetshire; and, guessing Beatrice's purpose, 
irom the asylum she had chosen, of which he 
had been ^iprised by her dismissed attendant, 
had hurried to Bath, with all the velocity of < 
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rakindled hA|^ and affection, to prevent tTie' 
pronbunciitig;* of'heT vows, and cMm hii a& 
fiuibed vitt, lieaving these delighted ](n%rs' 
for -the firesent to enplfdn to one another the 
ciroainstaneea that led to th^ unexpected 
meethig, and to enjt^ those rapturous felid- 
tations, that ecstasy of the soul, which it could 
not fail to eHdt, and which it would be im- 
poaable to describe, — ^we shall proceed to no- 
tice Boine of the other personages introduced 
into our litQs history, before we take our final 
Umve of'the reader. 

He will think, we fear, that we have too long 
neglected Dudley; consideting the prmniijent' 
station he occupied in our former chapters. We 
left him enacting the part of a courtier ; in 
which office he so quickly ingratiated himself 
into ihe favour of the Sing, as to be invited to 
all the court-banquets and festivals. At one of ■ 
these parties he was prodigiously struck by the 
appearance of a new beauty, flaunting amid the 
coquettes who seemed to be contending for tlte 
nKHiarcVB notice, and attired in a fantastical 
French dress, whidi he immediately pronounced 
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to 1>e '* luofit ^reiAptory excellent,' adniiriA^ in 
the eoiMfit, and faultless in the fssKion * at- 
tiiough most others wonld hove conndeTed' it 
outr^and sxtniTiigant. She vas-tall and handt 
some, widi redundant black locks, and large 
hazel eyes, vhioh she rolled at^t unceasiUglj^ 
as some new object caught her attention ; 'wh^' 
her manners were those of a volatile girl, unac^ 
costomed to the scene, and delighted with every 
thing she saw. She exhibited, however, that air 
ot fa^ion and' distinction which Dudley - had 
always admired ; and be was the more induced te' 
inquire her name, because he could not help 
imagining that he ' had encount»ed her before, 
although he knew not wliere. The readM'^s as-' 
tonishment cannot exceed that of Dadley, when' 
be learned that it was tk> odier than his betroth-' 
ed wife, the phlegmatical and automatical Miss 
Poyns, of Beckhampton Hall ; whom her mother,*- 
indeed, perhaps from a better insist' into her 
natural character, had prmi'ounced to be *' some- 
deal too gay and ^ddy," but whom he himself 
bad considered as ' little better than a human - 
machine, a mere lump of insnimati^. ' ' 
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. Aipid all hia mpfhpdical arnugeiaflntfi, Sir 
Eustace Poyna. bad forgotten to put down tbe' 
day, when death would pay a viak to. him at the 
HaJI Id tact, he had always determined to die 
in the Michaelmas quarter, because his father 
did so befote him ; and was rather indignant at- 
tbe irregularity, than at the nature,' of the buib- 
moos, when he was called upon to depart, just 
as he was making up his bousehold-boolc, upon ' 
St. Helen's day. Notwithstanding the disor- 
derly nature of the proceeding, however, the 
grim seijeant carried off his prisoner' ; and Mias 
Foyns, as soon as she had Itnd aside her mourn- ' 
ing, was invited to London by her aunt, a de- 
signing woman, who knowing her personal at- 
tractions, was not without hopes, that, by jj^ving 
thema proper display, she might advance her' 
awn fortune, wtiile she {H'ocured the eltivatioi) of 
her niece. There were always a certain number 
of young female aeptrants about the Court, who, 
knowing that if the King took a fancy to a new 
wife he woifid soon manage to get rid of the 
old one, were candidates for tbe honour of roy- 
alty, however 'ph(»t-lived it might prove. De-' 
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ternuotd that tbe ibould have as good a. chukce 
M the Kst, the aunt drilled and tutored Miw 
Fojrn^ m the way that ahe tbmigbt meet Ukeljr 
' to enaure suocesB, rendering her cbamu aa aUur- 
ii^ as poBul:^, by arraying then in a Fnoicb 
dresa equally extravagant in the foahion and 
tty materials. 

She found an apt and willing scboUr in hw 
niiBce, upon whose mind a slipxt nrndeoce in 
the court produced an effect diametrically op- 
posite to that whidi it had occiuionfid in Beit: 
trice, because the moral d«qi^tt»upoo whi<ih it 
operated were totally different. The latter had 
Innug^t \a the scene of action an acute uodo'- 
standiDg, a high sense <J piinciplv, awl a seau- 
tive heart, although they had been overgrown 
by the weeds of a wrong education, aad clouded 
by the fumes of pride. Circumstances tended 
to clear away these obstructicms ; and as her real 
character developed itsdf, she retired in di^guBt 
from a society, which was alike uocongBnial .with 
berfe^ngB and her principles. 

From the severe and long-continued restraiDt 
is vHeh Miss Poyns had been heldj ' A* tat»- 
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ndly rrixiunded into the of>poBte extreme, as 
aoon as the coerdtm was removed. She ran 
vUcI in the mcMen recovery of her liberty, and 
having but little understanding and less feeing, 
she was so for fWxn seeing anything to dismtisfy 
the (Me, or revblt the otheri in t1)e habits and 
manners of a court, that she conadered it the 
very summit ^ human felicity, and enjoyed 
ber new life with an unbounded exhiIarati(Ri of 
spirits, that wSs kept up by a recollection at 
die mlseitable thraldom and clock-worlc penance^ 
from St^idt she had escaped. 

She'constituted in short an excellent woman 
«ffa^oa, being not less distinguished forhet 
personal ehanas, and the elegant originality of 
her French dvesset,' than the rapid vivacity of 
■het discourse : and, as Dudley sought do higher 
recommenehriions in a wife, and saw nolhii^ 
more objectwnaUe -in her than her nune of 
iBri^et, he thought be might: as well, aftw 
all, perform the original contract by m&kJBg her 
an oiFer of his hand) more especially as he had 
never .quawdled' with her handsome portion. 
^behad' bcaa now 1oi^ -enough paraded befsce 
vot. III. r 
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the King to convince the aunt that there ws» 
oo hope of her beii^ exulted to tfae ^rooe ; «odi 
sa Iludley stood weH'in the rojalfavotui, and 
int)^>t) pi^aps, be «i8Ued to fonraffd her owB 
▼iewB, die ocHMCBted to their uraan. rThey 
were mam<)d. accordingly, and, coatiiiuiBg to 
reside in the Court, were remarkable >for the 
perpetaal novelty and riehoegsiof theu* Frea^ 
dresses, the exquisite sapor of thcil' Sraieb 
dishes, th^ foreign' liveraes, and the Freiich 
ammgement of their housdiold, now ^daced 
under the sole control of Majcr^loilio Bierre ; 
whcne continued pActice- of angiog->Erench 
balladE, playing tricks^ malung griHiacea, chudc> 
ing the muds under the chin, and occjurionaBy 
seizing some fat old surly domestie-to i^icl 
hitn round and round in an inviduntary gidUaic^ 
were held to he levities quite indoesistentMntfa 
the dignity t^his office, although th^ vere too 
consonant to his own cheerful character, la be 
ever discontinued. ^ -■ 

By making it a principle, as he'tenned it, 
never to be of his own opioimi .in politics, 
.reSgioh, or.uiy thing else, iwhen it haj^mied to 
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difier frran that d the King, Sar 36tm Dudley 
ocmtriTed to jweserve the favour of hia fickle 
and capndous master, who sacces«vely show- 
«red down Tipon him new dignities and ^nolu- 
menta. Sanders, the historian of the Ref<uma- 
tioii, tnfin-nt ua^ that, when Henry grew ancieht 
and disessed, choleric and curious in trifles, he 
wm wonC . to reward -such as ordered his screen 
or chidr to a ctHivenieat distance from the 'fire, 
with the church (^ some id>bey, or the lead at 
some sacrod edifice; and Full^. asserts, in his 
" Church History," that he gaye.a reli^ous house 
oi some value to a woman, for presenting him 
with a dish «f puddings that pleased his palate. 
Sy listening to the pceanptings of bis crafty 
fr^and Jack Dudleyj and «onsultiiig the - ca- 
fnices of his master's tasta and temper in the 
minutest trifles, Sir John not only obtained a 
large share of the plunder thus wantonly la- 
vished, but was created successively Banm 
Malpas, Viscount Lisle, Earl of 'Warwick, 
and Lord High Admiral for Hfe. Continu- 
ing the same cau^oos and winning policy after 
the King's death, he procured himself to be 
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made £ai1 . Marshal of EDgltuid, aad subse> 
C|ueiit]; Duke of NoithumberlaDd : but wbea 
Edward the Sixth (Ued, bis old fraend Jack 
Dudlej pUyed him a slippery trick* by coun- 
■elling him to [H^xlaim the Lady Jane Gxey, 
who had married his fourth son, as Quc^ <i 
Eoghmd. This project having quickly and 
miserably ^ed; he was tried* coudeomed, and 
decajntated upon Tower Hill : thus finally fol- 
lowing his father's .exAmple, which he bad. so 
often sworn not to imitate, and being buried 
with his head q^, ia spite of all Ins positire 
resolutions to the contrary. 

Plunged in the greatest grief and consternai- 
tion, as sooa as she had learnt Sir IJonera vio- 
lent death, Lady Fitamaurice hastened <^to the 
scene of action, occa^nidly stamping to weep 
and ejaculate ^* Well-a^y 1 well-a-day ! said 
I not sooth, when I told him, that dead man 
would be his dole, if he fell from the top of the 
ladder, that it so liked him to be aver climlHng ?" 

She prtKected his remains ftota insult, caused 
them to be decently interred, and placed a fair 
monument ovet them, with this inacripti(m':— 
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*^.H«e-Bts die vfffiftnt'SirlllJiteel FftzmaAribe, 
wlio' di«d in btttte^'-^Wtiei'eiiir, by ^ %htjt bio. 
gra^hydf'oibissHm, ^td'a'lHtle eqtiiTocatibri, 
IfatB ^otifmate vi^e- dbnftived tb sptok' the 
truth, «Dd jFiet to "HcoM ' tiotliing tbat ctnird 
di^Mtnge ber busbatHd. ~ While she was" en- 
gaged in this pions office, being Reproached' 1^ 
a neigbfaoar for abowiag so much respect to one 
who waa ao little worthy of her attachment, 
*' Dear heart ! dear heart !" she replied — 
" what wonid you have me dof Ib not 'an 
oath ao oathP and didi I not swear at the ohsr- 
to love and honour him, for better and for wofee, 
to ]ofe him and dierish biffl till death should 
U8 partF Nfnrer did I lose the hc^ of ctm- 
vertifig hhn to tfate paths of religiM and peaee, 
and never, never did I forget that be was oflct 
kind, and good, and loviKg. He was the first 
man that won my heart, and diall he not Veep 
it to the last P Ah, naighboar, ndghboiir ! if 
you were in my place, and could see the whole 
aeene before you, as I do at ^e present nio- 
mcsit, when he oaiae wooing to rae at the 
miller's cottage, and we sat in the garden listen- 
t 3 
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ing to the 8|fi)«di!!l^ oS the WAt^-vhe^ or 
the song of the blackbtrd inthe swple-tise, 
and be told me stories of- the wars, and sang 
me ballads, and gathered me poaies,- you voold 
be as futhful to the hut as I am — ay, and by 
my troth, as aad and sorrowful too." The ttatm 
stole down her cheeks as she spoke ; and her 
compankm, though unaMe to sympathiK with 
her grief, reproached her no more for its indul- 
gence. 

When a due time had elapsed after the death- 
c^ Sir Lionel, the marriage of Cedl and Bea- 
trice was' celebrated with great spleadoar and 
festivity ; the prayers that were put up for 
their happmesB were fervent and univeraBl, and 
Heaven eeemed delighted to make them some 
compensation for their past trials, by blesui^ 
them with an unclouded fehcity, of which the 
world has afforded few examples, and of wUdi 
they endeavoured to deserve the continuanoe, 
by practising, to the utmost of their, ability,- 
the dictates of a liberal and enli^tened Chris- 
tianity. . ItB influence upon their different t^o- 
petaments was suffioently marked. In Cecil 
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it aaiy enoouMged the developwiimt of his 
natural owl itdierent onualxlityt ,to B«fitiice 
it was somttUBes.a^iesMry. as a garractiTe of 
dioie Iwfl geutis ae/i patient teacUncieB, which 
abe had acquired, in yauth^'ond which it de- 
manded the JMBt -ui&ienQe of time sod religim 
comiflelel; to ^iradicate. By Aese means, how- 
ever, and the uDdeviatmg example of her bus- 
bandy she at lea^ obtained tba great object 
of her ambition — she became every way worthy 
of him. 

Cedlihaving succeeded* as a matter of course, 
to his fathn's large estates, made it his first 
care to reetone to their ancient possessors, or 
to thdr fiunUicH, all those domains whicJi Sir 
Licm^ had wrenched from tbem by fraud or 
wdence ; while he wrote at the same time to the 
King, bvggmg leave to' ^ve up the extensive 
grant of the abbey-lande, as it had been ob- 
teioed by false representation. 
. " Now, by St. Mary 1" cried the lai^ 
after readuig the letter, " methinkB the mis-' 
hi^tten Sir Lionri was right after oil, and 
that' tbie ytMingeter is in sooth a very idiot. 
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There be knarei eaow wbo haive' pestered 
me fin- snoh gpcants; bat MaMer Hungerfdtd w 
the first umpleton who hM offered to rcetore 
themi" 

The Tor Hoose 'hating been tlte loeae of 
his laSmngi «nd iiAprisomueDt, and bong 
nodered imdeuhiUe to Mm m a residence-, 
by a ivariety of punfttl reudlectione, Cecil dis^ 
Boiwed all the desperadoes and rufflers of the 
establishment, and engaging a more orderly 
household, removed to Farleigh Castle, ^lere^ 
Lady Fitsmaurioe was installs ae- the sole 
maiMi^r and snperintendent of ' tH the do- 
mestie eoncnna. By ber economical an>a[ige- 
ments, Cetdl was enabled to maintain the splen- 
dour of his aadent family, Vifihout eocrolsch' 
ing Upon, Ihoie extensive charities arid that ge^ 
nerous hospitatity, which fonned the'-deligbt 
of his heart. Here the good. Lady Pitzmaurice 
enjoyed a tranquil- happiness in ber latter days, 
to lAtch ber eariy life had been a stranger, her 
semiity being seldoni interrupted, except nhen 
she vinted the tomb c£ ^r Lionel, upon which 
1 she invariaWy cidled up to her me- 
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nuM^, almost to her scBseB, the scene of thie 
miller'» ^uxIcd, and remained suffused in teara 
(ot die rest of the day. 

- At FBrlei|i^ Castle, Cecil fixed his sole re< 
sidence ; and, as both himself and Beatrice were 
equally resolved never to revisit Lond<m, he 
sold the old mansion which .the family had so 
long possessed upon the banks of the Thames^ 
not far fn>m the village of Charing. It was 
purchased by another of. the HuDgerfbrds, with 
whose descendants it remained imtil the time 
of Charles the SecMid, when Sir Edward Hun- 
gerford, pulling it down, built several smaller 
ones, together with a market-house, upon the 
site. On the north side of the latter edifice, 
in order to perpetuate the memory of the fa^ 
mily, he set up a bust of himself, in a most per> 
plexed and blustering ettme periwig. Battered, 
shattered, and bespattered, the bust still re- 
mains ;- but alas ! few ever look up at it, and 
fewer still bestow a thought upon the worshipful 
knight whom it represents, ax^ whose name is still 
boKoe by the adj<»mng market and river>stairs. 
Judging of-others by himself, and, therefore^ 
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anticipatuig a fiecee rereoge for tbe nmnifoM 
iojuria he had ioflicted uptHt Cecil, Dr. Wrmch 
fled into concealment, as soon as , be leanA hi* 
re-iastat^nent in. all his rights. Cedl, howeyer, 
fawnng.diBcarered his retrott, not only sent him 
■n assurance of his forgiveness, 1)ut the jwoiaiK 
of a stipend sufficient for his subuttence. It 
ma Dot long daimed. DirappiHDted in all hit 
chimerical hopes, and stun^ to the soul by the 
recollection of his own credulity, bis health 
gave way ; he lingered for some time, and then 
died in great misery and bitteroeis c^ spirit.' 

Unchanged in nothing but his garii, for he 
had been forced to lay down his monkish robes* 
Friax Frank foond w asylum in Farleif^ 
Castle, wiwre he retained all his other old 
batnta in their pristiiie fredmess and peifiec' 
tion. He was stiU the general pacificator of 
the district ; his scraps of Latin were not for* 
gotten ; his vcuce, losing nothing of its deep 
and mellow twie, was as. cheeifuUy exerted as 
b^M-e; the huge wallet, with its pills,. spas- 
madraps, drops, sod cordials for the adult, as 
well as its comfits, honey-biscuits, saffron-cakes. 
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and gingerbread for his youngw patients, still 
remaiiied slung to his side ; and, as Cell's mu- 
nificence kept it w«U stored in addition rtith 
■ilTer'-groats and testers, Friar Frank was, if 
possible, » still greater faTourite in the vicinity 
of Fttleigfa Castle, than he had been in that of 
the Tor House. 

- Id diamissing the differ^t characters whom 
he has introduced to dieir nodce, the author 
liopes to stand excused with his readers if he 
bestow a few words upon Cecil's earliest friend 
and favourite, Snowdrop.' Now that his master 
possessed nobler object^ witb whom to divide 
his sympathies, he no longer enjoyed such an 
exdusiTe share of his attention ; but the faith- 
ful quadruped was still a general pet, and did 
the asaai dog's penance for such distinctions, by 
becoming rather uncomfortably corpulent i)i 
figure, and being subject to a wheezing In the 
iungs whenever be attempted quick motion. 
His mwmers altered ^rith'his fortunes. Instead 
of ore^ing about with the timid and stealthy 
pace, that formerly marked his' furtive visits to 
Cecil, he seemed to challenge hts place in Far- 



.obyGooijIe 



394 thX tos bill. 

tdgh Casde asthe fKendoflts lord;' and dHmgh 
Tie never for a mcnnent forgot hn eariy reipMt 
and affeetSon forUs master,' he would Occariim- 
alty snap peevishly atntlMrg, vrtio- filtitrbed 
him on his mat before the flre,'DP'deTtinged'«hy 
of the little plans that he had (Mntrim3<foF Ms 
persona] comfort. . • : ■> 

At the final dissohiHmi of Utie moiwfttnes,' an ' 
ample' scope was aflbrd^ to ^e charged fdri* 
lanthropy ofCeeirB heart. ''Thoijfaail8iof''peer 
imoilks and nuns, in a statt of deatirutkiB, were 
thrown Qpon a woridi'with WhoKvaji '-thcy 
Vere unacquainted; ufd with wliafee ^dfffiu^tie; 
thejr were utterly unaUe td ettuggle. - Maify of 
t^ene found a temporaiy or permanent nefdge 
Within the walls of Fartei^ Castle, Mine were 
supported dsewhere 1>y attlldl att^d^- aome 
were restored to thdr friends fn distant parte, 
some were assisted to provide their- owa muate- 
nance by different emplbyments. ''He-miist 
be the best Christian," said Ccoi], " who^istiie 
most tolerant, and extends the greatest kaid- 
ness to those who differ from him in- apniMi. 
'Alas! we are all the diildren of error, oad^itado 
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«Nilg to otbtte, upon ^ mere pmuo^tioD that 
we nuy bis ri^t ourtdvet, is to depaist from the 
whale^i^srit of God^s law« tbat we .niay uph^ 
i^Jettar in same pardculsr instance. The aesty 
that mai^ its aseesdaacy ,by persecuting those 
Itiat difftri from it, is only imitating, the fanUs 
of ^t( opponeoti, instead of setting tbem, a bet'i 
ter exm^le. Its: adver Bamsj. «^n tbey- pmi 
flees the power* KJU fg^ tbenoselves jUetifed is 
letaliating the oppression ; and the world will 
thus for ever move in a circle of error and mi- 
sery. Such will probahly be its course for many 
years, but a happier and more enlightened sera 
will at laigth arisen when' England, long the 
pride and paragon of Europe, in [arts and arms, 
in liberal imtitutions and intellectual eminence, 
will blush with shame at the thought of b^ng 
bdiind' her ncaghbours upon the single point of 
rdigious toleration. Then shall the Protestant 
stretch forth his hand to the Catholic, and ex- 
daim, ' Brother, brother, come to mine arms, 
and to my heart, and be restored to the full 
possessiffli of your civil rights. We are wor- 
slui^iws of the same Grod, sous of the sAme soil, 
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aubjeas of the saraeXiogi let ue benc^orUi 
live tqgelher in the brotherhood a(id.pesce<^ 
equality ; let him be dfemed the beet Cbristiaii: 
who best obeys the commandiDent, [ te love bis 
neighbour as himself; let our past' prrors bp for- 
gotten ; let us constitute' one unit^ I^m3y, tod 
thus ensure the happiuessofiodividiials, while 
we are promoting the Strength,' tbe greatness, 
atid the glory of our commoa country.* 
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